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Eregrine arrives at the garriſon, where he 
receives the laſt admonitions of Commodore 
Trunnion, who next day reſigns his breath, and 
is buried according to bis own directions. Some 
gentlemen in the country make a fruitleſs at- 
tempt to accommodate matters betwixt Mr Ga- 
maliel Pickle and his eldeſt ſon. page 1 
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My Lon, | ht 7 
HE turn which your lordſhip gave to the 
--& converſation of laſt night, having laid me 
u the neceſſity of vindicating the ſtep I have 
lately. taken in publiſhing memoirs of my life, I 
. think T have a right to demand your opinion of 
the motives. which I then explained; and this E 
aſk by way of appeal to your judgment from the 
ſentiments of thoſe who might perhaps think my 
inducements were weak or frivolous, For, tho” 
no perſon in the company attempted'to invalidate 
the arguments I advanced, I could perceive that 
one gentleman was not altogether convinced of: 
the rectitude of that meaſure :. you may remem- 
ber he dropped ſeveral diſſenting hints, copched: 
zin the modeſt expreſſions of with ſubmiſſion 1a 
your ladyſhip*s better judgment. — But, to be ſure 
you would not have taken ſuch a ſlep without firſt: 
weighing the conſequences, — Your provecations 
were certainly very great, alths* the world is.apt- 
to put the worſt conſiructi ons upon every thing: 
And other ſich prudential iuſinnatlons, that are 
often more diſconcerting than the diſplayed ob- 
yeRions of a declared àntagoniſt; becauſe: they 
ſeem to import ſomething, o 


c 


\ 


great weight which - 


perſonal reſpect endeavours to ſupprefs. Theſe 
fententious fragments made ſuch impreſſion upon 
my mind, chat 1 have been all night long taſking 
my recollection, in order to diſcover the weak 
fide of my defence; but, as one always ſees thro” 
the ' miſt of partiality in one's own concerns, 1 
muſt have recourſe to your own difcernment, and 
ferioully inſiſt upon knowing how far you ap» 
grade! the juſtification of, 


; My Lonk 
. your Lordlhip's 


\ 


' molt obedient ſervant. 


ANSWER. 
NN | | | 


Cannot help obſerviog that the ſerious. man- 

ner in which you alk my opinion of. the mo- 
rives which induced. you to publiſh. your memoirs, 
is exactly of a piece with the conduct of thoſe 
who conſult their friends for approbation rather 
than adviee, and by a diſappointment in their ex: 
pectations of applauſe, are more than ever wed- 
ded to their own inventions. How would your 
Er Jook, ſhould 1 now, in conſequence of 
your demand, aſſume the air of a ſevere morali- 
fer, and tell you, that rhe ſtep you. have taken, 
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was altogether: precipitate and inexcufeable, that 
you haye unneceſlarily avowed your own indiſ- 
cretion, incurred the refentment of individuals; 
and attracted the reproaches of a cenforious 
world; and that over and above theſe diſadvan- 
tages you have ſubjected. yourſelf for ever, to a 
life of domeſtic difquiet, by incenſing the tyrant 
of whom you complain, beyond a poſſibility of 
forgiveneſs or reconciliation ! Would not all the 
reſentment of a diſappointed author, take pof- 
feſſion of your ladyſhip; overcaſt that chearful- 
nefs of countenance with a fullen frown, and 
lighten from theſe fair eyes in gleams of diſplea- 
ſure? No, you would be more ſurpriſed than 
offended” at my obſervations. You would believe 
you had been all along deceived: in your opinion. 
of my delicacy and underſtanding ; you would be 
_ mortifted at the diſcovery of your own miſtake, 
and look upon me with compaſſion, as one of thoſe 
tame timid rationaliſts, who: being naturally 
phlegmatic and fearful, are utter ſtrangers to the 

refined ſenſations of the human: heart, incapable: 
of doing juſtice to thoſe melting tenderneſſes which: 
they never felt, and too irxeſolute to withſtand: 
the torrent of ignorant, malicious or wrong- 
headed clamour, when it affedts a character in: 
which their friendſhip ought to be intereſted; 
Your ſentiments, I own,. would, in that caſe be: 
juſt, excepting that F ſhould engage your lady- 
thip's pity, in deſerving your contempt, and in- 
ſtead of being deſpiſed as a eold friend; be füll re: 
garded.by.you as a weak and timorous well-wiſh-- 
er. If your character ſuffered cruelly from miſ- 
repreſentations ; if your foibles were . 
and multiplied with all the aggravations of envy 
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and fiction; if the qualities of your heart were 
. decried or traduced, and even your underſtand- 
ing called in queſtion; I agree with your lady- 
hip, that it was not only excuſable, but highly 
neceſſary to publiſh a detail of your conduct, 
which would acquit you of all or moſt of thoſe 
ſcandalous imputations. This taſk you have (in 
my opinion) performed to the ſatisfaction of all 
the intelligent and unprejudiſed part of mankind. 
He muſt be very deficient in candour and feeling, 
who, in reading your memoirs, is not intereſted 
in your favour ; who does not eſpouſe the cauſe 
of beauty, innocence and love; who does not ſee 
that, as you once were, you would ſtill have con- 
tinued to be the pattern of conjugal faith and fe- 
licity; had not the croſs accidents of fortune, 
forced you from the natural bias of your diſpo- 
ſition: who does not excuſe the tenderneſs which 
youth and ſenſibility fo circumſtanced could not 
poſſibly reſiſt; and who does not freely forgive 
the ſault, when he conſiders the particulars of 
the temptation, He muſt be devoid of all 
taſte and reflection, who does not admire your 
ſpirit, elegance and ſenſe; and dead to all the 
finer movements of the ſoul, if he is not agira- 
ted, thrilled and tranſported with the pathetic 
circumſtances of your (tory. Some people who 
are your ladyſhip's friends, and highly entertain- 
ed yith the performance, have wiſhed you had 
foared yourſelf ſome unneceflary confeſſions which 
they thought could ſerve no end, but that of af- 
fording a handle to your enemies fur cenſure and 
defamation: I myſelf, F own, was of the ſame 
opinion, until you convinced me that, in ſup- 
preſſing one circumltance which might be after- 
wards diſcovered, your ſincerity thro' the whole 
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piece would have been called in queſtion, And 
what have you avowed, that your moſt malicious 
foes dare blame, except your diſregard of an un- 
natural contract, which (tho' authoriſed by the 
laws of your country) was impoſed upon your 
neceſſity, youth, and inexperience? Nor was this 
conduct the reſult of vicious levity and intemper- 
ance ; you had already given undeniable proofs 
of your conſtancy and conjugal virtue to the firſt 
lord of your affections, who was the choice of your 
love, and to whom, your heart was unalterably 
wedded. Your natural ſenſibility had been, by his 
extraordinarycare, tendernefs, and attention, che- 
riſhed and, improved to ſuch a degree of delicacy, 
as could not poſſibly reliſn the attachment of the 
common run of huſbands. No wonder then that 

ou was uneaſy under a ſecond engagement fo 
much unlike the firſt ; that every circumſtance of 
the contraſt appeared to you in the moſt aꝑgra- 
vating light, and made a fuitable impreſſion upon 
your imagination, and that you was not inſenſi- 
ble to thoſe attractions, which had formerly cap- 
tivated your heart, nor able to reſiſt the flatter- 
ing infinuations, incredible aſſiduity, and ſurpri- 
ſing perſeverance of an artful lover. And fure 
he could not have choſen a more favourable op- 

portunity to prefer his addreſſes : your paſſions 
were unuſually intendered by grief; you was dit- 
fatisfied with your domeſtic ſituation; you was 
ſolitary for want of that intimate connection in 
which you had been ſo happy before, and your 
breaſt glowed with the moſt pathetic ſuſceptibi- 
lity, while you was yet a ſtranger to the infidi- 
ous wiles of man. In ſuch diſtreſs the mind wo | 
for ſympathy and conſolation ; it ſeeks to 1 * 
uſelf upon the tender friendſhip of ſome kind 
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partner that will ſhare and alleviate its ſorrows: 
ſuch a comforter appeared in the accompliſhed 
youth: your judgment was pleaſed with his qua- 
lifications: his demeanour acquired your eſteem; 
your friendſhip was engaged by his ſincerity, and 
your affection was inſenſibly ſubdued. ' In thort, 
every thing conſpired to promote his ſuit, and 
my wonder is not that he ſucceeded, but that you 

held out ſo long. Your ſentiments with regard 
to thoſe who have inveighed againſt your per for- 
mance, are altogether conformable to that good 
ſenſe and benevolent diſpofition which T have al- 
ways admired and eſteemed. As for writers -who 
have exerciſed their pens in abufing your lady- 
ſhip, they are either objects of mirth or compaſ- 
ſion. They, poor harmleſs creatures, in their 
hearts wiſh you no evil. Their buſineſs is to eat 
honeſtly if they can, —but at any rate to eat. I 
am fully perſuaded, that for a very ſmall ſum you 
might engage the whole tribe to refute their own 
revilings, and bellow with all their might in your 
praiſe. It would really be uncharitable as well 
as abſurd, to expreſs the leaſt reſentment againft 
ſuch feeble antagoniſts, who are literally the be- 
ings of a ſummer day: they are the noiſy inſects 
which the ſun of merit never fails to produce ; 
the ſhadows that continually accompany ſucceſs ; 
and indeed a man might as well fight with his own 
ſhadow, as attempt to chaſtiſe ſuch unſubſtantial 
phantoms. But of all the emotions of your heart, 
that which I am at preſent tempted chiefly to ap- 
plaud, is the ſorrow you expreſs for having been 
obliged, in your own juſtification, to vilify and 
expoſe the man to whom your fate is inſeparably 
connected; and the laudable reſolution you have 
taken to live amicably with him for the future, 


— 


U 1. J 


revided he ſhall perſiſt in that conduct which he 
ith of late choſen to maintain. On the whole, 
though you may have inflamed the virulence of 
envy and malice, rouſed the reſentment of ſome 
whoſe folly and ingratitude you had occaſion to 
diſplay, and incurred the cenſure of thoſe who 
think it their duty to exclaim againſt the leaſt 
infringement of the mo ial tie, howſoever une- 
qually impoſed ; your Memoirs will always be 
peruſed with pleaſure by all readers of taſte and 
diſcernment, and your fame, as a beauty and au- 
thor, long ſurvive the ill affices of prejudice and 
onal animoſity. And now that I have per- 
formed the taſk enjoined, give me leave to add, 
that I have the honour to be, 


Madam, 


your moſt devoted 


_ humble ſervant, 


— _— 
— _— 
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CHAP. LXXIN. 


Peregrine arrives at the garriſon, where he receives 

| "the laſt admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who 
next day reſigns his breath, and is buried accord- 
ing to his own directions. Some gentlemen in the 
country make a fruitleſs attempt to accommodate 
matters betwixt Mr Gamaliel Pickle and his el- 
Weſt Jon 


N four o'clock in the morning out 
hero arrived at the garriſon, where he 
found his generous uncle in extremity, ſup- 
ported in bed by Julia on one fide, and Lieute- 
nant Hatchway on the other ; while Mr Jolter 
adminiſtred ſpiritual conſolation to his ſoul, 
and between whiles comforted Mrs Trunnion, 
who, with her maid; fat by the fire, weeping 
Vol, III. A 
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with great decorum ; the phyſician having Juſt 
taken his laſt fee, and retired, after pronouncing 
the fatal prognoſtic, in which he anxioully wiſhed 
he might not be miſtaken. 

Though the commodore's ſpeech was interrupt- 
ed by a violent hiccup, he ſtill retained the uſe 
of his ſenſes; and when Peregrine approached, 
ſtretched out his hands with manifeſt ſigns of 
_ fatisfaQtion. The young gentleman, whoſe heart 
_ overflowed with gratitude and affectien, could 
not behold ſuch a ſpectacle unmoved. He en- 
deavoured to conceal his tenderneſs, which, in 
the wildneſs of his youth, and in the pride of 
his diſpoſition, he conſidered as a derogation 
from his manhood; but, in ſpite of all his en- 
deavours, the tears guſhed from his eyes, while 
he kiſſed the old man's hand; and he was ſo 
utterly diſconcerted by his grief, that when he 
attempted to ſpeak, his tongue denied its office ; 
ſo that the commodore, perceiving his diſorder, 
made a laſt effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him 

in theſe words: © Swab the ſpry from your 
 bowſprit, my good lad, and coil up your ſpirits. 
You mult not let the top-lifts of your heart give 
way, becauſe you ſee me ready to go down at 
theſe years; many a better man has foundered 
before he has made half my way; thof I truſt, 
by the mercy of God, I ſhall be ſure in port in a 
very few glaſſes, and faſt moored in a moſt bleſ- 
ſed riding: for my good friend  Jolter hath o- 
verhawled the journal of my ſins: and bythe 
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obſervation he hath taken of the ſtate of my ſou], 

1 hope I ſhall happily conclude my voyage, and 
be brought up in the latitude of heaven. Here 
has been a doctor that wanted to ſtow me chokeful 
of phyſic; but when a man's hour is come, what 


ſignifies his taking his departure with a *pothe- | 


cary's ſhop in his hold ? Thoſe fellows come 
along ſide of dying men, like the meſſengers of 
the admiralty with failing orders: but, I told 
him as how I could ſlip my cable without his 


direction or aſſiſtance, and ſo he hauled off in 


dudgeon. This curſed hiccup makes ſuch a 
rippling in the current of my fpeech, that may- 
hap you don't underſtand what I ſay. Now, 
while the ſucker of my wind-pump will go, I 
would. willingly mention. a few things, which I 
hope you will ſet down in the log-book of your 
remembrance, when I am ſtiff, d'ye ſec. There's 
your aunt fitting whimpering by the fire, I deſire 
you will keep her tight, warm and eaſy in her 
old age: ſhe has an honeſt heart in her own way, 
and thof ſhe goes a little crank and humourſome, 
by being often over- ſtowed with Nantz and re- 
ligion, - ſhe has been a faithful ſhip-mate to me, 


and I dare ſay never turned in with another man, 


ſince we firſt embarked in the ſame bottom. 
Jack a you know the trim of her as 


well as e'er a man in England, and I believe ſhe 


has a kindneſs for you ; whereby, if you two will 

grapple in the. way of matrimony, when I am 

gone, I do ſuppoſe, that my godſon, for the love 
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of me, will allow you to live in the garriſon all 
the days of your life.” 

Peregrine aſſured him, he would with pleafure 
comply with any requeſt he ſhould make, in 
behalf of two perfons whom he eſteemed ſo 
much. T he lieutenant with a waggiſh ſneer, 
which even the gravity of the ſituation could 
not prevent, thanked them both for their good- 
will, telling the commodore he was obliged to 
him for his friendſhip, in ſeeking to promote 
him to the command of a veſſel which he him- 
ſelf had wore out in the ſervice: that notwith- 
ſtanding, he ſhould be content to take charge of 
her, though he could not help being ſhy of « co» 
ming after ſuch an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmiled at this 
ſally, and, after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admo- 
nitions in this manner: I need not talk of 
Pipes, becauſe I know you'll do for him, without 
my recommendation; the fellow has failed with 
me in many a hard gale, and Pl! warrant him as 
| ſtout a ſeaman as ever ſet face to the weather: 
but 1 hope you will take care of the reſt of my 
crew, and not difrate them after I am dead, in 
favour of new followers. As for that young 
woman, Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm informed 
as how ſhe is an excellent wench, and has a re- 
ſpect for you; whereby if you run her on board 
in an unlawful way, I leave my curſe upon you, 
and truſt you will never proſper in the voyage of 
life : but I 23 you are more of an honeſt 


— 
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man, than to behave ſo much like a pirate. I 
beg of all love, you wool take care of your con- 
ſtitution, and beware of running fool of harlots, 
who are no better than ſo. many mermaids, that 
ſit upon rocks in the ſea, and hang out a fair face 
for the deſtruction of paſſengers ; thof I mult 
ſay, for my own part, I never met with any of 
thoſe ſweet ſingers, and yet I have gone to ſea 
for the ſpace of thirty years. But howſomever, 
| ſteer your courſe clear of all ſuch brimſtone 
bitches; ſhun going to law as you would ſhun 
the devil, and look upon all attornies as devouring 
ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. As ſoon as the 
breath is out of my body, let minute guns be 
fired, till I am ſafe under ground: I wou'd alſo 
be buried in the red jacket I had on, when I 
boarded and took the Renummy. Let my piſtols, 
cutlaſs, and pocket-compaſs, be laid in the coffin 
along with me. Let me be carried to the grave 
by my own men, rigged in black caps and white 
ſhirts which my barge crews were wont to wear 
and they muſt keep a good look out, that none 
of your pilfering raſcallions may come and heave 
me up again, for the lucre of what they can get, 
until the carcaſe is belayed by a tomb-ſtonez 
As for the motto, or what you call it, I leave 
that to you and Mr Jolter, who are ſcholars ; but 
I do deſire, that it may not be engraved in the 
Greek or Latin lingos, and much leſs in the 
French, which I abominate, but in plain Engliſh, 
that when the angel comes to pipe all hands at the 
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great day, he may know that I am a Britiſh man, 
and ſpeak to me in my mother-tongue. And 
now 1 have no more to fay, but God in heaven 
have mercy upon my ſoul, and ſend you all fair 
weather, whereſoever you are bound.” So ſay- 
ing, he regarded every individual around him 
with a look of complacency, and cloſing his eye, 
eompoſed himſelf to reſt, while the whole audi- 
ence (Pipes bimſelf not excepted) were melted 
with ſorrow; and Mrs Trunnion conſented to 
quit the room, that ſhe might not be expoſed to 
the unſpeakable anguiſh. of ſeeing him expire. 
His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near 
as they imagined ; he began to doſe, and enjoyed 
ſmall intervals of eaſe, till next day in the after- 
noon ; during which remiſſions, he was heard to 
pour forth many pious ejaculations, expreſſing 
his hope, that for all the heavy cargo of his ſins, 
he ſhould be able to ſurmount the puttock- 
ſhrouds of difpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees 
of God's good favour. At laſt, his voice ſunk 
ſo low as not to be diſtinguiſhed; and having 
lain about an hour, almoſt without any percepti- 
ble ſigns of life, he gave up the ghoſt, with a 
groan which announced his deceaſe. ; 
Julia was no ſooner certified of this melan» 
choly event, than ſhe-ran to her aunt's chamber, 
weeping aloud z and immediately a very decent 
concert was. performed by the good widow and 
her attendants. Peregrine and Hatchway. re- 
tired till the corpſe ſhould be laid out; and Pipes 
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having ſurveyed the body, with a face of rueful 


attention, “ Well fare thy ſoul ! old Hawſer 


Trunnion, (faid he) man and boy I have known 
thee theſe five and thirty years, and ſure a truer 
heart never broke biſcuit. Many a hard gale haft 
thou weathered : but now thy ſpells are all over, 
and thy hull fairly laid up. A better commander 


Fd never deſire to ſerve; and who knows but 1 


may help to ſet up thy ſtanding rigging in ano- 
ther world ?” 


All the ſervants of the houſe were affected with 
the loſs of their old maſter, and the poor people 


in the neighbourhood afſembled at the gate, and, . 


by repeated howlings, expreſſed their ſorrow for 
the death of their charitable benefaQtor.. Pere- 
grine, though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could inſpire on this occaſion, was not 
ſo much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be 
incapable of taking the management of the fami- 
ly into his own hands. He gave directions about 
the ſuneral with great diſcretion, after having 
paid the, compliments of condolance to his aunt, 
whom he confoled with the aflurance of his in- 
violable eſteem and affetion. He ordered a ſuit 
of mourning to be made for every perſon in the 
garriſon, and invited all the neighbouring gentle- 
men to the burial, and not even excepting his fa - 
ther and brother Gam, who did not, however, 
honour the ceremony with their preſence; nor 
was his mother humane enough to viſit her liſter- 
in-law in her diflireſs. ; U 
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In the method of interment, the commodore's 


| injunCtions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the 


ſame time our hero made a donation of fifty 
pounds to the poor of the pariſh, as a benefaction 
which his uncle had forgot to-bequeath. 

Having performed theſe obſequies with the 
moſt pious punctuality, he examined the will, to 
which there was no addition ſince it had been 
firſt executed, adjuſted the payment of all the le- 
gacies, and being ſole executor, took an account 
of the eſtate to which he had ſucceeded, and 
which, after all deduCtions, amounted to thirty 
thouſand pounds. Lhe poſſeſſion of ſuch a for- 
tune, of which he was abſolute maſter, did not 
at all contribute to the humiliation of his ſpirit, 
but inſpired him with new ideas of grandeur and 
magnificence, and elevated his hope to the high- 
eſt pinnacle of expeCtation. 

His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was viſit- 
ed by almoſt all the gentlemen of the county, 
who came to pay their compliments of congratu- 
lation on his acceſſion to the eſtate; and ſome 
of them offered their good offices towards a re- 
conciliation betwixt his father and him, induced 


by the general deteſtation which was entertained 


for his brother Gam, who was by this time look- 
ed upon by his neighbours as a prodigy of inſo- 


| lence and malice. Our young ſquire thanked 


them for their kind propoſal, which he accepted; 
and old Gamaliel, at their intreaties, ſeemed very 
well"diſpoſed to an accommodation: but, as he 
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would not venture to declare himſelf, before he had 


conſulted his wife, his favourable diſpoſition was 


rendered altogether ineffectual, by the inſtigati- 
ons of that implacable woman; and our hero re- 
figned all expectation of being reunited to his 
father's houſe. His brother, as uſual, took all 
opportunities of injuring his character, by falſe 
aſperſions and ſtories miſrepreſented, in order to 
prejudice- his reputation: nor was his ſiſter Julia 
ſuffered to enjoy her good fortune in peace. 
Had he undergone ſuch perſecution from an ali- 
en to his blood, the world would have heard of 
his revenge; but, notwithſtanding his indignati- 
on, he was too much tinCtured by the prejudices 


of conſanguinity, to lift his arm in judgement. 


- againſt the ſon of his on parents; and this con- 
ſideration abridged the term of his reſidence at 
the garriſon, where he had propoſed to ſtay for 
ſome months. 


CH AP. LXXIV. 


The young Ee having ſettled his 4 0 af 
Fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay equi- 


page. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced 
to her uncle. 


18 aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitations of Ju- 
lia and her huſband, took up her quar- 
ters at the houſe of that affectionate kinſwo- 
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man, who made it her chief ſtudy to comfort 
and cheriſh the diſconſolate widow ; and Jol- 
ter, in expectation of the living, which was not 
yet vacant, remained in garriſon, in quality of 
land-ſtewart upon our bero's country-eſtate. 
As for the lieutenant, our young - gentleman 
communed with him'in a ſerious manner, about 
the commodore's ' propoſal of taking Mrs Trun- 
nion to wife; and Jack, being quite tired of 
the ſolitary ſituation of a batchelor, which no- 
thing but the company of his old commander 
could have enabled. him to ſupport ſo long, far 
from diſcovering averſion to the match, obſer- 
ved, with an arch ſmile, that- it was not the 
firſt time he had commanded a veflel in the ab- 
fence of Captain Trunnion; and therefore, if 
the widow was willing, he would chearfully ſtand 
by her helm, and, as he hoped the duty would 
not be of long continuance, do his endeavour to 
ſteer her ſafe into the port, where the commo- 
dore might come on board, and take charge of 
her again. 

In confequence of this declaration, it was de- 
termined that Mr Hatchway ſhould make his 
addrefles to Mrs Trunnion, as ſoon as decency 
would permit her to receive them; and Mr Clo- 
ver and his wife promiſed to exert their influ- 
ence in his behalf. Mean while, Jack was de- 
fired to live at the caſtle as uſual, and aſſured, 
that it ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeſſion, 
as ſoon as he ſhould be. able to accompliſh this 
matrimonial ſcheme. 
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When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points 
to his own ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his 
friends, and repairing to the great city, purcha- 
ſed a new chariot and horſes, put Pipes and ano- 
ther lacquey into rich liveries, took elegant 
lodgings in Pall-mall, and made a moſt remark- 
able appearance among the people of faſhion. 
It was owing to this equipage, and the gaiety of 
his perſonal deportment, that common fame, 
which is always a common liar, reprefented him 
as a young gentleman who had juſt ſucceeded 
to an eſtate of five thouſand pounds per annum, 
by the death of an uncle; that he was intitled 
to an equal fortune at the deceaſe of his own 
father, excluſive of two conſiderible jointures, 
which would devolve upon him at the demiſe 
of his mother and aunt. This report (falſe and 
ridiculous as it was) he could not find in his 
heart to contradict ; not but that he was forry 
to find himſelf ſo miſrepreſented : but his vani- 
ty would not allow him to take any ſtep that 
might diminiſh his importance in the opinion 
of thoſe who courted his acquaintance, on-the 
ſuppoſition that his circumſtances were aCtually 
as affluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo 
much was he infatuated by this weakneſs, that he 
reſolved to encourage the deception, by living 
up to the report; and accordingly, engaged in 
the moſt expenſive parties of pleaſure ; belie- 
ving, that before his preſent finances ſhould be 
exhauſted, his fortune would be effeCtually made 
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by the perſonal accompliſhments he ſhould have 

occaſion to diſplay to the beau monde, in the 
courſe of his extravagance. In a word, vanity - 
and pride were the ruling foibles of our adven- 
turer, who imagined himſeif ſufficiently qualifi- 
ed to retrieve his fortune in yarious ſhapes, long 
before he could have any idea of want or diffi- 
culty. He thought he ſhould have it in his pow- 
er, at any time, to make prize of a rich heireſs, 
or opulent widow; his ambition had already 
aſpired to the heart of a young handſome ducheſs 
dowager, to whoſe acquaintance he bad found 
means to be introduced; or, ſhould matrimony 
chance to be unſuitable to his inclinations, he 
never doubted, that by. the intereſt he might 
acquire among the nobility, he ſhould be favour- 
ed with ſome lucrative poſt, that would amply 
recompence him for the liberality of his diſpo- 
tion. There are many young men, who enter- 
tain the ſame expectations, with half the reaſon 
he had to be ſo preſumptuous. 

In the midſt of theſe chimerical calculations, 
his paſſion for Emilia did not ſubſide ; but, on 
the contrary, began to rage to ſuch an inflam- 
mation of defire, that her idea raterfered with 
every other reflection, and abſolutely diſabled 
him from proſecuting the other lofty ſchemes 
which his imagination had projected. He tbere- 
fore laid down the honeſt reſolution of viſiting 
her in all the ſplendor of his ſituation, in order 
to practiſe upon her virtue with all his art and 


- 
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addreſs, to the utmoſt extent of his influence 
and fortyne. Nay, ſo effeQually had his guilty 
paſſion abſorb'd his principles of honour, con- 
ſcience, humanity, and regard for the commo- 
dore's laſt words, that he was baſe enough to re- 
joice at the abſence of his friend Godfrey, who 
being then with his regiment in Ireland, could 
not dive into his purpoſe, or take meaſures for 
fruſtrating his vicious deſign. 

Fraught with theſe heroic ſentiments, he de- 
termined to ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and 
ſix, attended by his valet de chambre and two 
footmen; and as he was now ſenſible, that in 
his laſt eſſay he had miſtaken his cue, he deter- 
mined to change his battery, and ſap the for- 
treſs, by the moſt ſubmiſſive, ſoft, and inſinu- 
ating behaviour. OT 

On the evening that preceded this purpoſed 
expedition, he went into one of the boxes at the 
play-houſe, as uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; 
and in reconnoitring the company through a glaſs, 
(for no other reaſon, but becauſe it was faſhion- 
able to be pur-blind) perceived his miſtreſs very 
plainly dreſſed, in one of the ſeats above the 
ſtage, talking to another young woman of a very 
homely appearance. 'Though his heart beat the 
alarm with the utmoſt impatience at fight of his 
Emilia, he was for ſome minutes deterred from 
obeying the impulſe of his love, by the preſence 
of ſome ladies of faſhion, who, he feared, would 


think the worſe of him, ſhould they ſee him 
Vox. III. B 
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make his compliments in public to a perſon of 
her figure. Nor would the violence of his incli- 
nation have ſo far prevailed over his pride, as to 
lead him thither, had not he recollected, that his 
quality friends would look upon her as ſome 
handſome Abigail, with whom he had an affair 
of gallantry, and of Tents give him credit 
for the intrigue. 
Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied 
with the diCtates of love, and flew to the place 
where his charmer fat. His air and dreſs were 
ſo remarkable, that it was almoſt impoſſible he 
ſhould have eſcaped the eyes of a curious obſer- 
ver, eſpecially as he had choſen a time for com- 
ing in, when his entrance could not fail to at- 
tract the notice of the ſpectators; I mean, when 
the whole houſe was huſhed in attention to the 
performance on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, 
perceived him at his firſt approach; ſhe found 
- herſelf diſcovered by the direction of his glaſs, 
and gueſſing his intention by his abrupt retreat 
from the box, ſummoned all her fortitude to her 
aid, and prepared for his reception. He advanced 
to her with an air of eagerneſs and joy, temper- 
ed with modeſty and reſpeCt, and expreſſed his ſa- 
tisfaction at ſeeing her, with aſeeming reverence 
of regard. Though ſhe was extremely well plea- 
ſed at this unexpected behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed 
the emotions of her heart, and anſwered his 
compliments with affected eaſe and unconcern, 
ſuch as might denote the good humour of a per- 
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ſon who meets by accident with an indifferent 
acquaintance. After having certiſied himſelf of 
her own good health, he very kindly inquired a- 
bout her mother and Miſs Sophy, gave her to 
underſtand, that he had lately been favoured with 
a letter from Godfrey, that he had actually in- 
tended to ſet out next morning on a viſit to Mrs 
Gauntlet, which (now that. he was ſo happy as 
to meet with her) he would poſtpone, until he 
ſhould have the pleaſure of attending her to the 
country. After having thanked him for his po- 
lite intention, ſhe-told him, that her mother was 
expected in town in a few days, and that ſhe 
herſelf had come to London ſome weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her aunt, who had been 
dangerouſly ill, but was now pretty well recovered. 

Although the converſation of courſe turned up- 
on general topics, during the entertainment, he 
took all opportunities of being particular with 
his eyes, through which he conveyed a thouſand 
tender preteſtations. She ſaw, and inwardly re- 
joiced at the humility of his looks; but, far from 
rewarding it with one approving glance, ſhe in- 
. duſtriouſly avaided this ocular intercourſe, and 
rather coquetted with a young gentleman that 
ogled her from the oppoſite box. Peregrine's pe- 
netration eaſily detected her ſentiments, and he 
was nettled at her diſſimulation, which ſerved to 
confirm him in his unwarrantable defigns upon 
ber perſon. He perſiſted in his aſſiduities with 
_ indefatigable - perſeverance : when the play was 
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concluded, handed her and her companion to an 
hackney-coach, and with difficulty was permitted 
to eſcort them to the houſe of Emilia's uncle, to 
whom our hero was introduced by the young lady, 
as an intimate friend of her brother Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger to the 
nature of Peregrine's connexion with his fiſter's 
family, prevailed upon him to ſtay ſupper, and 
ſeemed particularly well pleaſed with his conver- 


fation and deportment, which, by help of his 
natural ſagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the 


humour of his entertainer. After ſupper, when 
the ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called 
for his pipe, our fly adventurer followed his ex- 
ample. "Though he abhorred the plant, he ſmoak- 
ed with an air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had 
been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade. - In 
the progreſs of the diſcourſe, he couſulted the 
merchant's diſpoſition; and the national debt 
coming upon the carpet, held forth upon the 
funds like a profeſſed broker. When the alder- 


man complained of the reſtrictions and difcou- 


ragement of trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt 
exorbitant duties, with the nature of which he 
ſeemed as well acquainted as any commiſſioner 


of the cuſtoms : ſo that the uncle was aſtoniſhed | 


at the extent of his knowledge, and expreſſed 
his ſurprize, that a gay young gentleman, like 
him, ſhould have found either leiſure or inclina- 
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tion to conſider ſubjects ſo foreign. to the faſhi- 
onable amuſements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, 
that he was deſcended from a race of merchants; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his buſi- 
neſs to inſtruct himſelf in the different branches 
of trade, which he not only ſtudied as his family 
profeſſion, but alſo as the ſource of. all our nati- 
onal riches and power. He then launched out 
in praiſe of commerce, and the promoters there- 
of; and, by way of contraſt, employed all his ri- 


dicule, in drawing ſuch ludicrous pictures of. 


the manners and education of what is called 
high life, that the trader's ſides were ſhaken by 
laughter, even to the danger of his life; and he 
looked upon our ne as a miracle of ſo- 
briety and good ſenſe. 

Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the 


uncle, Peregrine took his leave, and next day in 


the forenoon vilited the niece in his chariot, after 
ſhe had been admoniſhed by her kinſman to be- 
have with circumſpeCtion, and cautioned againſt 


neglecting or diſcouraging the addreſſes of ſuch a.. 
valuable admirer, 


— 
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C HAP. LXXV. 


He preſccutes his deſign upon Emilia, with , art 
| Ng perſevera nce. 
UR adventurer, having by his hypocriſy 
obtained free acceſs to his miſtreſs, began 
the ſiege, by profeſſing the moſt ſincere contri- 
tion for his former levity, and -imploring her 
forgiveneſs with fuch earneſt ſupplication, that, 
guarded as ſhe was againſt his flattering arts, ſhe 
began to believe his proteſtations, which were 
even accompanied with tears, and abated a good 
deal of that ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had pro- 
poſed to maintain, during this interview. She 
would not, however, favour him with the leaſt 
acknowledgement of a mutual paſſion, becauſe, 
jn the midſt of his vows of eternal conſtancy. and 
truth, he did not mention one ſyllable of wed- 
lock; though he was now entirely maſter of his 
own conduct; and this conſideration created a 
doubt, which fortified her againſt all his attacks: 
yet, what her diſcretion would have concealed, 
was diſcovered by her eyes, which, in ſpite of 
all her endeavours, breathed forth. complacency 
and love, For, Ker inclination was flattered by 
her own ſelf-ſufficiency, which imputed her 
admirer's ſilence, in that particular, to the hurry 
and perturbation of his ſpirits, and perſuaded 
her, that he could not poſlibly regard her with 
any other than honourable intentions. 
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The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs 
of her looks, from which he preſaged a compleat 
victory; but, that he might not over-ſhoot him- 
ſelf by his own precipitation, he would not run 
the riſk of declaring himſelf, until her heart 
ſhould be fo far entangled within his ſnares, as 
that neither the ſuggeſtions of honour, prudence, 
or pride ſhould be able to diſengage it. Armed 
with this reſolution, he reſtrained the impatience 
of his temper, within the limits of the moſt de- 
licate deportment. After having ſolicited and 
obtained permiſſion to attend her to the next 
opera, he took her by the hand, and preſſing it 
to his lips in the moſt reſpectful manner, went 
away, leaving her in a moſt whimſical ſtate of 
ſuſpence, chequered with an intereſting viciſſi- 
tude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, and found 
her native charms ſo much improved by the 
advantages of dreſs, that he was tranſported with 
admiration and delight; and while he conducted 
her to the Hay-market, could ſcarce bridle the 
impetuoſity of his paſſion, ſo as to obſerve the 
forbearing maxims he had adopted. When ſhe 
entered the pit, he had abundance of food for 

the gratification of his vanity ; for, in a moment, 
ſhe eclipſed all the female part of the audience, 
each individual allowing in her own heart, that 
the ſtranger was by far the handſomeſt woman 
there preſent, eadept herſelf. 
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Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double 
triumph; he was vain of this opportunity to 
enhance his reputation for gallantry among the 
ladies of faſhion, who knew him, and proud of 
an occaſion to diſplay his quality acquaintance 
to Emilia, that ſhe might entertain the greater 
idea of the conqueſt ſhe had made, and pay the 
more deference to his importance in the ſequel 
of his addreſſes. That he might profit as much 
as poſſible by this ſituation, he went up and ac- 
colted every perſon in the pit, with whom he 
ever had the leaſt communication, whiſpered 
and laughed with an affected air of familiarity, 
and even bowed at a diſtance to ſome of the 
nobility, on the ſlender foundation of having 
ſtood near them at court, or preſented them with 
a pinch of rappee at White's chocolate- houſe. 

This ridiculous oſtentation, though now practi- 
ſed with a view of promoting his deſign, was- a 
weakneſs that, in ſome degree, infected the whole of 
his behaviour; for nothing gave him ſo much 
joy in converſation, as an opportunity of giving 
the company to underſtand, how well he was 
with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and character; 
he would often (for example) obſerve as it were 
occaſionally, that the duke of G— was one of the 
beſt natured men in the world, and illuſtrate this. 
aſſertion by ſome inſtance of his affability, in 
which he himſelf was concerned: then, by an a- 
brupt tranſition, he would repeat ſome repartee 
of lady 'T—, and mention a certain bon m of the 
earl of C—, which was uttered in his hearing. 
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Abundance of young men, in this manner, 
make free with the names, though they have ne- 
ver bad acceſs to the perſons of the nobility; but 
this was not the caſe with Peregrine, who, in 
conſideration of his appearance and ſuppoſed for- 
tune, together with the advantage of his intro- 
duction, was by this time freely admitted to the 
tables of the great. 
In his return with Emilia from the opera, 
though he ſtill maintaned the moſt ſerupulous de- 
corum in his behaviour, he plied her with the 
moſt paſſionate expreſſions of love, ſqueezed her 
hand, with great fervency, proteſted that his 
whole ſoul was engroſſed by her idea, and that 
he could not exiſt- independent of her favour. 
Pleaſed as ſhe was with his warm and pathetic 
addrefles, together with the reſpectful manner of 
his making love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſo- 
lution ſufficient to contain her tenderneſs, which 
was ready to run over; being fortified againſt his 
arts, by refleCting, that if his aim was honoura- 
ble, it was now his buſineſs to declare it. On 
this conſideration, ſhe refuſed to make any ſeri- 
ous reply to his earneſt expoſtulations, but affect- 
ed to receive them as the undetermined effuſions 
of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though 
it baffled his hope of extorting from her an ae- 


knowledgement of which he might have taken 


immediate advantage,. nevertheleſs encouraged 
him to obſerve, (as the chariot paſſed along the 
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Strand) that the night was far advanced; that 
ſupper would certainly be over, before they could 
reach her uncle's houſe; and to propoſe, that he 
ſhould wait upon her to ſome place, where they 
might be accommodated with a ſlight refreſh- 
ment. She was offended at the freedom of this 
propoſal, which, however, ſhe treated as a joke, 
thanking himfor his courteous offer, and aſſuring 
him, that when ſhe ſhould be diſpoſed for a ta- 
vern treat, he alone ſhould have the honour of 
beſtowing it. 

Her kinſman being engaged with company a- 
broad, and her aunt retired to reſt, he had the 
good fortune to enjoy a tete à tete with her during 
a whole hour, which he employed with ſuch con- 
ſummate ſkill, that her caution was almoſt over- 
rome. He not only affailed her with the artille- 
ry of ſighs, vows, prayers and tears, but even 
pawned his honour in behalf of his love. He 
ſwore with many imprecations, that although her 
heart were furrendered to him at diſcretion, there 
was a principle within him, which would never 
allow him to injure ſuch innocence and beauty; 
and the tranſports” of his paſſion had, upon this 
occaſion, ſo far over-ſhot his purpoſe, that if ſhe 
had demanded an explanation, while he was thus 
agitated, he would have engaged himſelf to her 
wiſh by ſuch ties, as he could not poſlibly break, 
with any regard to his reputation, But, from 


| - ſuch expoſtulation, ſhe was deterred, partly by 


pride, and partly by the dread of finding berſelf 
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miſtaken in ſuch an intereſting conjecture. She 
therefore enjoyed the preſent - flattering appear- 
ance of her fate, was prevailed upon to accept 
the jewels, which he purchaſed with part of his 
winning at Bath, and with the moſt inchanting 
condeſcenſion ſubmitted to a warm embrace, 
when he took his leave, after having obtained 
permiſſion to viſit her, as often as his inclination 
and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was 
buoyed up with his ſucceſs to an extravagance of 
hope, already congratulated himſelf upon his tri- 
umph over Emilia's virtue, and began to project 
future conquefts among the moſt dignified cha- 
racters of the female ſex. But his attention was 
not at all diſſipated by theſe vain reflections: he 
reſolved to concentrate the whole exertion of his 
ſoul upon the execution of his preſent plan, de- 
fiſted, in the mean time, from all other ſchemes 
of pleaſure, intereſt and ambition, and took lodg- 
ings in the city, for the more commodious ac- 
compliſhment of his purpoſe. 

While our lover's imagination was thus agree- 
ably regaled, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her ex- 
pectations, without the intervention of doubts 
and anxiety. His ſilence touching the final aim 
of his addreſſes, was a myſtery on which ſhe was 
afraid of exerciſing her ſagacity z and her uncle 
tormented her with inquiries into the circum» 
ſtances of Peregrine's profeſſions and deportment. _ 
Rather than give this relation the leaſt cauſe of 
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ſuſpicion, which muſt have cut off all intercofirſe 
betwixt her and her admirer, ſhe ſaid every thing 
which ſhe thought would ſatisfy his care and 
concern for her welfare; and in conſequence of 
ſuch repreſentation, ſhe enjoyed, without re- 
ſerve, the company of our adventurer, who pro- 
ſecuted his plan with ſurpriſing eagerneſs, and 
perſeverance. 


CHAP. LXXVI. 


Die prevails upon Emilia 70 accompany him to a maſ- 
querade, makes a treacherous attempt upon her 
affettion, and meets with a deſerved repulſe. 


CARCE a night elapſed in which he did not 
conduct her to ſome public entertainment. 
When, by the dint of his inſidious carriage, he 
thought himſelf in full poſſeſſion of her con- 
fidence and affection, he lay in wait for an op- 
portunity ; and hearing her obſerve in converſa- 
tion, that ſhe had never been at a maſquerade, 
begged leave to attend her to the next ball; at 
the ſame time, extending his invitation to the 
young lady, . in whoſe company he had found 
her at the play, ſhe being preſent when this 
ſubject of diſcourſe was introduced. He had 
flattered himſelf, that this gentlewoman would 
decline the propoſal, as ſhe was a perſon ſeem- 
ingly of a demure diſpoſition, who had been 
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born and bred in the city, where ſuch diverſions 
are looked upon as ſcenes of lewdneſs and de- 
bauchery. For once, however, he reckoned with- 
out his hoſt; curioſity is as prevalent in the city 
as at the court end of the town; Emilia no 
ſooner ſignified her aſſent to his propoſal, than 
her friend, with an air of ſatisfaQtion, agreed to 
make one of the party; and he was obliged to 
thank her for that complaiſance which laid him 
under infinite mortification. He ſet his genius 
at work, to invent ſome ſcheme for preventing 
her unſeaſonable intruſion. Had an opportunity 
offered, he would have acted as her phyſician, 
and adminiſtered a medicine that would have 
laid her under the neceſlity of ſtaying at home ; 
but his acquaintance with her being too light 
to furniſh him with the means of executing this 
expedient, he deviſed another, which was prac- 
tiſed with all imaginable ſucceſs. Underſtanding 
that her grandmother had left her a ſum of mo- 
ney independent of her parents, he conveyed a 
letter to her mother, intimating, that her daugh- 
ter, on pretence of going to the maſquerade, in- 
tended to beſtow herſelf in marriage to a certain 
perſon, and that in a few days ſhe would be in- 
formed of the circumſtances of the whole in- 
trigue, provided ſhe would keep this information 
ſecret, arid contrive ſome excuſe for detaining 
the young lady at home, without giving her cauſe 
to believe ſhe was appriſed of her intention. 
This billet, fubcribed, Your wellwiſher and un- 
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known humble ſervant, had the deſired effect up- 
on the careful matron, who, on the ball-day, 
feigned herſelf ſo extremely ill, that miſs could 
not, with any decency, quit her mamma's apart- 
ment; and therefore ſent her apology to Emilia 
in the afternoon, immediately after the arrival of 
Peregrine, who pretended to be very much af- 
flicted with the diſappointment, while his, heart 
throbbed with a tranſport of joy. 

About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out for the 
Hay-market, he being dreſſed in the habit of Pan- 
taloon, and ſhe in that of Columbine; and they 
had ſcarce entered the houſe, when the muſic 
{truck up, the curtain was withdrawn, and the 
whole ſcene diſplayed at once, to the admiration 
of Emilia, whoſe expectation was infinitely ſur- 
| paſſed by this exhibition. Our gallant having 
conducted her through all the different apart- 
ments, and deſcribed the ceconomy of the place, 
led her into the circle, and in their turn, they 
danced ſeveral minuets; then going to the ſide- 
board, he prevailed upon her to eat ſome ſweet- 
meats, and drink a glaſs of Champagne. After 
a ſecond review of the company, they engaged in 
country- dances, at which exerciſe they continued, 
until our adventarer concluded, that his partner's 
blood was ſufficiently warmed for the proſecuti- 
on of his deſign. On this ſuppoſition, which was 
built upon her declaring, that ſhe was thirſty, and 
fatigued, he perſuaded her to take a little refreſh- 
ment and repoſe; and for that purpoſe, handed 
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her down ſtairs into the -eating-room, where, 
having ſeated her on the floor, he preſented her 
with a glaſs of wine and water; and as ſhe com- 
plained of being faint, riched the draught with 
ſome drops of a certain elixir, which he'recom- 
mended as a moſt excellent reſtorative, though it 
was no other than a ſtimulating tincture, which 
he had treacherouſly provided for the occaſion. 
Having ſwallowed this potion, by which her ſpi- 
rits were manifeſtly exhilarated, ſhe ate a lice of 
ham with the wing of a cold pullet, and conclud- 
ed the meal with a glaſs of Burgundy, which the 
drank at the earneſt intreaty of her admirer. 
Thefe extraordinary cordials co-operating with 
the ferment of her blood, which was heated by 
violent motion, could not fail to affect the conſti- 
tution of a delicate young creature, who was na- 
turally ſprightly and volatile. Her eyes began to 
ſparkle with unuſual fire and vivacity, a thouſand 
brilliant ſallies of wit eſcaped her, and every maſk 
that accoſted her underwent ſome ſmarting re- 
partee. 195 N 1 * 
Peregtine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his ad- 
miniſtration, propoſed that they ſhould reſume 
their places at the country-dances, with a view 
to promote and aſſiſt the efficacy of his elixir; 
and when he thought her diſpoſition was pro- 
perly adapted for the theme, began to ply her 
with all the elocution of love. In order to ele- 
vate his own ſpirits to that pitch of reſolution 
which his ſcheme required, he drank two whole 
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bottles of Burgundy, which inflamed his paſſion 
to ſuch a degree, that he found himſelf capable 
of undertaking and yerpetrating any ſcheme 
for the gratification, of Kis deſire. 

Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring ineen- 
tives, in fayour of the man ſhe loved, abated con- 


. hderably of her wonted reſerve, liſtened to his 


proteſtations with undiſſembled pleaſure, and in 
the confidence of her ſatis faction, even owned 
him abſolute maſter of her affections. Raviſhed 


with this confeſſion, he now deemed himſelf on 


the brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his 
art and aſhduity ; and the morning being already 
pretty far advanced, aſſented with rapture to the 
firſt propoſal ſhe made of retiring to her lodg- 
ings. The blinds of the chariot being pulled up, 
he took advantage of the favourable ſituation of 
her thoughts; and on pretence of being whimſ- 
cal, in conſequence of the wine he bad ſwallow- 
ed, claſped her in his arms, and imprinted a 
thouſand kifſes on her pouting-lips, a freedom 
which ſhe pardoned as the privilege of intoxi- 
cation. While he thus indulged himſelf with 
impunity, the carriage balted, and Pipes-opening 
the door, his maſter handed her into the paſſage, 
before ſhe perceived that it was not her uncle's 
houſe, at which they bad alighted. 

Alarmed at this diſcovery, ſhe with ſome con- 
fuſion deſired to know his reaſon for conducting 


her to a ſtrange- place at theſe hours: but he 


made no reply, until he had led her into an a- 
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partment, when he gave her'to underſtand, that 
as her uncle's family mult. be diſturbed by her 
going thither ſo late in the night, and the ſtreets 
near Temple-bar were infeſted by a multitude 
of robbers and cut-throats, he had ordered his 
coachman to halt at this houſe, which was kept 
by a relation of his, a mighty good ſort of a gen- 
tle woman, who would be proud of an opportu- 
nity to accommodate a perſon for whom he was 
known to entertain ſuch tenderneſs and eſteem, 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impo- 
ſed upon by this plauſible pretext : in ſpite of her 
partiality for Peregrine, which had never been 
inflamed to ſuch a pitch of complacency before, 
ſhe comprehended his whole'plan in a twinkling. 
Though her blood boiled with indignation, ſhe 
thanked him with an affected air of ſerenity, for 
his kind concern, and expreſſed her obligation to 
his couſin ; but, at the ſame time, inſiſted upon 
going home, leſt her abſence ſhould terrify her 
uncle and aunt, who ſhe knew would not retire 
to reſt, till her return. 

He urged her, with a thouſand remonſtrances; 
to conſult her own caſe and fafety, promiſing to 
ſend Pipes into the city, for the ſatisfaction of 
her relations: but finding her obſtinately deaf to 
his intreaties, he aſſured her, that he would in a 
ſew minutes comply with her requeſt; and, in 
the mean time, begg'd ſhe would fortify herſelf. 
againſt the cold with a cordial, which he poured 
aut in her preſence, and which (now that ber: 
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ſuſpicion was arouſed) ſhe refuſed to taſte, not · 
withſtanding all his importunities. , He then fell 
upon his knees before her, and the tears guſhing 
from his eyes, ſwore that his paſſion was wound 
up to ſuch a pitch of impatience, that he could 
no longer live upon the unſubſtantial food of 
expectation ; and that, if. ſhe would not vouch- 
ſafe to crown his happineſs, he would forthwith 
ſacrifice himſelf to her diſdain. Such an abrupt 
addreſs, accompanied with all the ſymptoms of 
frantic agitation, could: not fail to perplex and 
affright the gentle Emilia, who-after ſome recol- 
lection, replied with a reſolute tone, that ſhe 
could not ſee what reaſon he had to complain of 
her reſerve, which ſhe was not at liberty to lay 
intirely aſide, until he ſhould have avowed his 
intentions in form, and obtained the ſanction of 
thoſe whom it was her duty to obey. © Divine 
creature! (cried he, ſeizing her hand, and preſ- 
fing it to his lips) it is from you alone I hope for 
that condeſcenſion, which would overwhelm me 
with tranſports of celeſtial bliſs. The ſentiments 
of parents are ſordid, filly and confined ; ſeek 
not then to. ſubje&t my paſſion to ſuch low re- 
ſtrictions as were calculated for the purpoſes of 
common life. My love is toe delicate and re- 
fined to wear thoſe vulgar features, which ſerve 
only to deſtroy the merit of voluntary affection, 
and to upbraid a man inceſſantly with the arti- 
cles of compulſion under which he lies. My 
dear angel ! ſpare me the mortification af being 
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compelled to love you, and reign ſole empreſs of 
my heart and fortune. I will not affront you ſo 
much as to talk of ſettlements ; my all is at your 
diſpoſal. In this pocket-book are notes to the 
amount of two thouſand pounds; do me the 
pleaſure to accept of them ; to-morrow I will 
lay ten thouſand more in your lap. In a word, 
you ſhall be miſtreſs of my whole eſtate, and I 
ſhall think myſelf happy in W dependent on 
your bounty |! | 
Heavens! what were the emotions of the vir- 
tuous, the ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Emi- 
lia's heart, when ſhe heard this inſolent declara- 
tion from the mouth of a man, whom ſhe had 
honoured with her affection and eſteem ! It was 
not ſimply horror, grief, or indignation that ſhe 
felt, in conſequence of this unwortby treatment, 
but the united pangs of all together, which pro- 
duced a ſort of hyſteric laugh, while ſhe told him, 
that ſhe could.not help admiring his generoſity. 
Deceived by this convulſion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought 
he had already made great progreſs in his opera- 
tions, and that it was now his buſineſs to ſtorm 
the fort by a vigorous aſſault, that he might ſpare 
her the confuſion of yielding without reſiſtance. 
Poſſeſſed by this vain ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up, 
folding her in his arms, began to obey the furi- 
ous dictates of his unruly and ungenerous deſre. 
With an air of Cool determination, ſhe demanded 
a parley; and when, upon her repeated requeſt, 
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he granted it, addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe 
words, while her eyes gleamed with all the dig- 
nity of the moſt awful reſentment. “ Sir, I 
ſcorn to upbraid you with a repetition of your 
former vows and proteſtations, nor will I recap i- 
tulate the little arts you have practiſed to enſnare 
my heart; becauſe, though by dint of the moſt 
perfidious diſſimulation, you have found means 
to deceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts have 
never been able to lull the vigilance of my con- 
duct, or to engage my affection beyond the 
power of diſcarding you without a tear, when- 
ever my honour ſhould demand ſuch a ſacrifice. 
Sir; y ou are unworthy of my concern or regret, 
and ts Ggh that now ſtruggles from my breaſt, 
is the reſult of ſorrow, for my own want of dif. 
cernment. As for your preſent attempt upon - 
my chaſtity, I deſpiſe your power, as I deteſt your 
intention. Though, under the maſk of the moſt 
delicate reſpect, you have decoyed me from the 
immediate protection of my friends, and con- 
trived other impious ſtratagems to ruin my peace 
and reputation, I confide too much in my own 
innocence, and the authority of the law, to admit 
one thought of ſear, much leſs to fink under the 
horror of this ſhocking ſituation, into which I. 
have been ſeduced. Sir, your behaviour on this 
occaſion, is in all reſpects low and contemptible : 

for, ruſhan as you are, you durſt not harbour one 
thought of executing your execrable ſcheme, 
while you knew my brother was near enough to, 
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prevent, or revenge the inſult ; ſo that-you muſt 
not only be a treacherous villain, but alſo.a moſt 
deſpicable coward,” Having exprefled herſelf 
in this manner, with a' moſt. majeſtic ſeverity of 
aſpeCt, ſhe opened the door, and walking down 
ſtairs with ſurpriſing reſolution, committed her- 
ſelf to the care of a watchman, who accommo- 
dated her with a hackney-chair, in which ſhe 
was ſafely conveyed to her uncle's houſe. 

Mean while, the lover was ſo confounded and 
over-awed by theſe cutting reproaches, and her 
animated behaviour, that all his reſolution for- 
ſook him, and he found himſelf not only incapa- 
ble of obſtructing her retreat, but even of ut- 
tering one ſyllable to deprecate her wrath, or 
extenuate the guilt of his own conduct. The 
nature of his diſappointment, and the keen re- 
morſe that ſeized him, when he reflected upon 
the diſhonourable footing on which his charac- 
ter ſtood with Emilia, raiſed ſuch perturbation 
in his mind, that his ſilence was ſucceeded by 
a violent fit of diſtraction, during which he ra- 
ved like a Bedlamite, and acted a thouſand ex- 
travagancies, which convinced the people of 
the houſe, (a certain bagnio) that he had actu- 
ally loſt his wits. Pipes, with great concern, 
adopted the ſame opinion; and, being aſſiſted 
by the waiters, hindered him, by main force, 
from cunning out and purſuing the fair fugitive, 
whom, in his delirium, he alternately curſed 
and commended, with horrid imprecations, and 
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laviſh' applaufe. His faithful valet, having wait- 
ed two whole hours, in hope of ſeeing this guſt 
of paſſion overblown, and. perceiving that the 
paroxiſm ſeemed rather to increaſe, very pru- 
dently ſent for -a phyſician of his maſter's ac- 
quaintance, who having conſidered the circum- 
ſtances and ſymptoms of the diſorder, directed 
that he ſhould be plentifully blooded, without 
loſs of time, and preſcribed a draught to com- 
poſe the tumult of his ſpirits. | Theſe orders be- 
ing punctually performed, he grew more calm 
and tractable, recovered his reflection ſo far, 
as to be aſhamed of the extaſy he had under- 
gone, ſuffered himſelf quietly to be undreſſed, 
and put to bed, where the fatigue occaſioned 
by his exerciſe at the maſquerade, co-operated 
with the preſent. diſſipation of his ſpirits to lull 
him into a profound ſleep, which greatly tend- 
ed to the preſervation of his intellects: not that 
he found himſelf in a ſtate of perfect tranquillity, 
when he waked about noon. Tbe remembrance 
of what had paſſed overwhelmed him with mor- 
tiſication. Emilia's invectives ſtill ſounded in 
his ears; and while he deeply reſented her diſ- 
dain, he could not help admiring her ſpirit, and 
in his heart did homage'to her charms. 


: 
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CHAP LXXVII. 


He endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his miſtreſs, and 
expoſtulates with the uncle, who forbids him the 
2 | | eee 


N in this ſtate of diviſion, he went home to his 
own lodgings in a chair; and while he deli- 
berated' with himſelf whether he ſhould relin- 
quiſh the purſuit, and endeavour to baniſh her 
idea from his breaſt, or go immediately and hum- 
ble himſelf before his exaſperated miſtreſs, and 
offer his hand as an atonement for his crime, his 
ſervant put in his hand a packet, which had been 
delivered by a ticket-porter at the door: He no 
ſooner perceived that the ſuperſcription was in 
Emilia's hand-writing, than he gueſſed the nature 
of the contents; and opening the ſeal with dif- 
ordered eagerneſs, found the jewels he had given 
to her, incloſed in a billet, couched in theſe 
words: ; | 


” HAT I may have no cauſe to reproach 


myſelf with having retained the leaſt 
memorial of a wretch whom I equally deſpiſe 
and abhor, I take this opportunity of reſtoring 
theſe ineffectual inſtruments of his infamous de- 
ſign upon the honour of EMuILIA.“ 


His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed 
by the bitterneſs of this contemptuous meſſage, 
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that he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation. Some- 
times he vowed revenge againſt her haughty vir- 
tue, and reviled himſelf for his precipitate decla- 
ration, before his ſcheme was brought to maturi- 
ty; then be would conſider her behaviour with 
reverence and regard, and bow before the irreſi- 
ſtible power of her attractions. In ſhort, his 
breaſt was torn by conflicting paſſions; love, 
ſhame, and remorſe contended with vanity, am- 
bition and revenge; and the ſuperiority was ſtill 
doubtful, when headſtrong deſire interpoſed, and 
decided in favour of an attempt towards a recon- 
ciliation with the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the after- 
noonfor the houſe of her uncle, not without hopes 
of that tender enjoyment, which never fails to at- 
tend an accommodation betwixt two lovers of 
taſte and ſenſibility. 'Tho' the conſciouſneſs of 
his treſpaſs encumbered him with an air of auk- 
ward confuſion, he was too confident of his own 
qualifications and addreſs to deſpair of forgive- 
neſs : and by that time he arrived at the citizen's 
gate, he had conned a very artful and pathetic 
harangue, which he propoſed to utter in his own 
behalf, laying the blame of his conduct on the 
impetuoſity of his paſſion, incenſed by the Bur- 
gundy, which he had too liberally drank : but 
he did not meet with an opportunity to avail 
himſelf of this preparation. Emilia, ſuſpe&- 
ing that he would take ſome ſtep of this kind 
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to Tetrieve her favour, had gone abroad on 
pretence of viſiting, after having ſignified to her 
kinſman, her reſolution to avoid the company of 
Peregrine, on account of ſome ambiguities which 
(ſhe ſaid) were laſt nigbt remarkable in his de- 
meanour at the maſquerade. She choſe to 
infinuate her ſuſpicions in theſe hints, rather than 
give an explicit detail of the young man's diſho- 
nourable contrivance, which might have kindled 
the reſentment of the family to ſome dangerous 
pitch of animoſity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himſelf baffled in 
his expectation of ſeeing her, inquired for the 
old gentleman, with whom he thought he had 
influence enough to make his apology good, in 
caſe he ſhould find him prepoſſeſſed by the young 
| lady's information, But here too he was diſap- 

pointed ; the uncle had gone to dine in the coun- 
try and his wife was indiſpoſed ; ſo that he had no 
pretext for laying in the houſe till the return 
of his charmer. Being, however, fruitful of ex- 
pedients, he diſmiſſed his chariot, and took - 
poſſeſſion of a room in a tavern, the windows 
of which fronted the merchant's gate; and 
there he propoſed to watch until he ſhould ſee 
her approach. This ſcheme he put in practice 
with indefatigable patience, though it was not 
attended with the expected ſucceſs. | 

Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant 
and commendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might 
be expoſed to the fertility of his invention, came 
VoL. _ a» - 
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home by a private paſſage, and entered by a 
poſtern, which was altogether unkown to her 
admirer: and her uncle did not arrive, until it 
was ſo Jate, that he could not with any decency 
demand a conference. 

Next morning, he did not fail to e him» 
felf at the door, and his miftreſs being denied 


by her own expreſs direction, inſiſted upon ſee- 


ing the maſter of the houſe, who received him 
with ſuch coldneſs of civility, as plainly gave 
him to underſtand, that he was acquainted with 
the diſpleaſure of his niece. He, therefore, with 
an air of candour, told the citizen, he could 
eaſily perceive, by his behaviour, that he was 
the confident of Miſs Emilia, of whom he was 
come to aſk pardon for the offence he had given; 
and did not doubt, if he could be admitted to 
her preſence, that he ſhould be able to convince 
her, that he had not erred intentionallv, or at 
leaſt propoſe ſuch reparation as would effectual- 
ly atone for his fault. | 

To this remonſtrance, the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution, anſwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his of- 
fence, he was very certain, that it muſt have been 
ſomething very flagrant, that could irritate his 
niece to ſuch a degree, againſt a perſon for whom 
ſhe had formerly a moſt particular regard. He 
owned, ſhe had declared ber intention to re- 
nounce his acquaintance for ever, and doubtleſs, 
ſhe had good reaſon for ſo doing; neither would 
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he undertake to promote an accommodation un- 
leſs he would give him full power to treat on the 
ſcore of matrimony, which he ſuppoſed would 
be the only means of evincing his own ſincerity, 
and obtaining Emilia's forgiveneſs. 

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help conſidering as 
the reſult of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the 
young lady and her uncle, in order to take the 
advantage of his heat. He therefore replied, 
with manifeſt ſigns of diſguſt, that he did not 
apprehend there was any occaſion for a media- 
tor to reconcile the difference betwixt Emilia 
and him; and that all he defired was an oppor- 
tunity of pleading in his own behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that as his niece 
had expreſſed an earneſt deſire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the leaſt conſtraint 
upon her inclination and in the mean time gave 
him to know, that he was particularly engaged. 

Our hero glowing with indignation at this ſu- 
percilious treatment; © I was in the wrong (ſaid 
he) to look for good manners, ſo far on this ſide 
Temple-bar : but, you muſt give me leave to tell 
you, Sir, that unleſs I am favoured with an in- 
terview with Miſs Gauntlet, I ſhall conclude, 
that you have actually laid a conſtraint upon her 
inclination for ſome finiſter purpoſes of your 
own.” „Sir, (replied the old gentleman) you 
are welcome to make what concluſions ſhall ſeem 
good unto your own imagination; but pray be ſo 
D 2 


40 THE ADVENTURES or 


good as to allow me the privilege of being ma- 
ſter in my own houſe.” 80 ſaying, he very com- 
plaiſantly ſhewed him to the door; and our lo- 
ver being diffident of his own temper, as well as 
affraid of being uſed with greater indignity, in a 
place where bis perſonal. proweſs would only ſerve 
to heighten. his diſgrace, quitted the houſe in a 
tranſport of rage which he could not wholly ſup- 
preſs, telling the landlord, that if his age did not 
protect him, he would have 33 him for his 
inſolent behaviour. | | | 


© H A P. LXXV I II. 
He e a vile Akai in d e of which 
he is involved in a maſt fatiguing adventure, which 


greatly tends towards. the — en of bis 
chagrin. . 


HUS debarred of perſonal communicati- 

on with his miſtreſs, he eſſayed to retrieve 

her good graces bythe moſt ſubmiſſive and pathetic 
letters, which he conveyed by divers artifices to 
her peruſal ; but reaping no manner of benefit 
from theſe endeavours, his paſhon acquired a de- 
gree of impatience, little inferior to downright 
frenzy; and he determined to run every riſk of 
life, fortune, and reputation, rather than deſiſt 
from his unjuſtifiable purſuit. Indeed his reſent- 
ment was now as deeply concerned as his love, 
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and each of theſe paſſions equally turbulent and 
loud in demanding gratification. He kept cen- 
tinels continually in pay, to- give him notice of 
her outgoings, in expectation of finding ſome 
opportunity to carry her off; but her circum- 
ſpection entirely fruſtrated this deſign; for-ſhe 
ſuſpected every thing of that ſort from a diſpoſi- 
tion like his, and regulated her motions accord- 
ingly. | 
Baffled by her prudence and penetration, be 
altered his plan, On pretence of being called to 
his country-houſe by ſome affair of importance, 
be departed from London, and taking lodgings 
at a farmer's. houſe, that ſtood near the road 
through which ſhe muſt have neceflarily paſſed, 
in her return to her mother, concealed bimſelf 
from all intercourſe, except with his valet de 
chambre and Pipes, who had orders to ſcour the 
country, and reconnoitre every horſe, coach, or 
carriage, that ſhould appear on that high- way, 
with a view of intercepting his Amanda, 1 in her. 
paſſage. | 
He had waited in this ambuſcade a. whole: 
week, when his valet gave him notice, that he 
and his fellow-ſcout had diſcovered a chaiſe and 
ſix, driving at full ſpeed towards them; upon 
which, they had flapped their. hats over their 
eyes, ſo as that they might not be known, in caſe 
they ſhould be ſeen, and concealed themſelves 
behind a hedge, from whence they could per- 
ceive in the. carriage, as it paſſed, a young man 
9-3 - 
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plainly dreſſed, with a lady in a maſk, of the 
exact ſize, ſhape and air of Emilia; and that 
Pipes followed them at a diſtance, while he rode 
back to communicate this piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to con- 
clude his information; he ran down. to the 
ſtable, where his horſe was kept ready ſaddled 
for the purpoſe, and never doubting. that the lady 
in queſtion was his miſtreſs, attended by one of 
her uncle's clerks, mounted immediately, and 
rode full gallop after the chaiſe,, which, (when 
he had proceeded about two miles) he underſtood 
from Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. 
Though his inclination prompted him to enter 
her apartment without farther delay, he ſuffered 
| himſelf to be diſſuaded from taking ſuch a preei- 
pitate ſtep, by his privy-counſellor, who obſerved, 
that it would be impraQticable to execute his 
purpoſe of conveying her againſt ber. will from a 
public inn, that. ſtood in the midſt of a populous 
village, which would infallibly riſe in her defence. 
He adviſed him, therefore, to lie in wait for-the 
chaiſe, in ſome remote and private part of the 
road, where they. might accompliſh their aim 
without difficulty or danger. In conſequence of 
this admonition, our adventurer ordered Pipes 
to reconnoitre the inn, that ſhe might not eſcape 
another way, while he and the valet, in order to 
avoid being ſcen, took. a circuit by an unfrequent- 
ed path, and placed themſelves in ambuſh, on a 
ſpot which they choſe for the ſcene of their 
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atchievement. Here they. tarried a full hour, 
without ſeeing the carriage, or hearing from 
their centinel: ſo that the youth, unable to exert 
his patience one moment longer, left the fo- 
reigner in his ſtatien, and rode back to his faith- 
ful lacquey, who aſſured him, that the travellers 
had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded 


on their voyage. 


Notwithſtanding this intimation, Pickle began 
to entertain ſuch alarming ſuſpicions, that he 
could not refrain from advancing to the gate, and 
inquiring for the company which had lately ar- 
rived in a chaiſe and*fix. The inn-keeper, who 
was not at all pleaſed with the behaviour of thofe 
paſſengers, did not think proper to- obſerve the 
inſtructions he had received; on the contrary, 
he plainly told him, that the chaiſe did not halt, 
but only entered at one door, and went out at 
the other, with a view to deceive thoſe who pur- 
ſued it, as he gueſſed from the words of the gen- 
tleman, who had earneſtly defired, that his rout 
might be concealed from any perſon who ſhould 
inquire about their motions. © As for my own 
peart, meaſter, (continued this charitable publi- 
can) I believes as how they are no better than 
they ſhould be, elfe they would'nt be in ſuch a 
deadly fear-of being overtaken. Methinks, (ſaid 
I) when I ſaw them in ſuch a woundy pother to 
be gone, oddſheartikins ] this may be ſome Lon- 
don *prentice running away with his meaſter's 
daughter, as ſure as I'm a living ſoul. But, be 
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he who will, ſartain it is, a has nothing of the 
gentleman about en; for, thof a axed ſuch a 
| favour, a never once put hand in pocket or faid, 
« Dog, will you drink?” Howſomever, that 
don't argufy in reverence of his being in a hurry ; 
and a man may be ſometimes a little too judge- 
matical in his conjectures.“ In all probability, 
this loquacious landlord would have ſerved the 
traveller effectually, had Peregrine heard him to 
an end; but this impetuous youth, far from 
liſtening to the ſequel of his obſervations, inter- 
rupted him in the beginning of his career, by 
aſking eagerly, which road they followed; and 
having received the inn-keeper's directions, 
clapp'd ſpurs to his horſe, commanding Pipes to 
make the valet acquainted with his courſe, that 
they might attend him with all imaginable 
diſpatch. | 

By the publican's account of their conduct, 
his former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied 
his ſteed to the height of his mettle, and ſo much 
was his imagination ingroſſed by the proſpect 
of having Emilia in his power, that he did not 
perceive the road on which he travelled, was 
quite different from that which led to the habi- 
tation of Mrs Gauntlet. 'The valet de chambre 
was an utter ſtranger to that part of the coun- 
try; and as for Mr Pipes, ſuch conſiderations 


were altogether foreign to the oeconomy of his 
reflection. | | 
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Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his 
eyes were bleſſed with the fight of the chaiſe a- 
ſcending an hill, at the diſtance of a good league; 
upon which he doubled his diligence in ſuch a 
manner, that he gained upon the carriage every 
minute, and at length approached ſo near to it, 
that he could diſcern the lady and her conduc- 
tor, with their heads thruſt out at the window, 
looking back, and ſpeaking to the driver alter- 
nately, as if they earneſtly beſought him to avg- 
ment the ſpeed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in fight of port, while 
he croſſed the road, his horſe happened to plunge 
into a cart rut, with ſuch violence, that he was 
thrown ſeveral yards over his head; and the 
beaſt's ſhoulder being ſlipt by the fall, he found 
himſelf diſabled from plucking the fruit, which 
was almoſt within his reach; for he had left 
his ſervants at a conſiderable diſtance behind 
him; and although they had been at his back, 
and ſupplied him with another horſe, they were fo 
differently mounted, that he could not reaſon- 
ably expect to overtake the flyers, who profited 
ſo much by this diſaſter, that the chaife vanifh- 
ed in a moment. 

It may be eaſily conceived how a young man 
of his diſpoſition paſſed his time, in this tanta- 
lizing ſituation. He ejaculated with great fer- 
vency, but his prayers were not the effeCts. of 
| reſignation. He ran back on foot with incredi- 
ble ſpeed, in order to meet his valet, whom he 
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unhorſed in a twinkling; and taking his ſeat, 
began to exerciſe his whip and ſpurs, after ha- 
ving ordered the Swiſs to follow him on the o- 
ther gelding, and committed the * hunter 
to the care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our 
adventurer proſecuted the race. with all his 
might; and having made ſome progreſs, was 
informed by a countryman, that the chaiſe 
had ſtruck off into another road, and, according 
to his judgement, was by that time, about three 
miles a-head; though, in all probability, the 
horſes would not be able to hold out much long- 
er, becauſe they ſeemed to be quite ſpent when 
they paſſed his door. Encouraged by this inti- 
mation, Peregrine puſhed on with great alacri- 
ty ; though he could not regain fight of the de- 
fired object, till the clouds of night began to 
deepen, and even then he enjoyed nothing more 
than a tranſient glimpſe ; for the carriage was no 
ſooner ſeen, than ſhrouded again from his view. 
Theſe vexatious circumſtances animated his en- 
| deavours, while they 5. 8 his chagrin; in 

ſhort, he continued his purfuit till the night was 
far advanced, and himſelf ſo ' uncertain . a- 
bout the object of his care, that he entered a 
ſolitary inn, with a view of obtaining ſome in- 
telligence, when to his infinite joy, he perceived 
the chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and the horſes pant- 
ing in the yard. In full confidence of his ha- 
ving arrived at laſt at the goal of all his wiſhes, 
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he alighted inſtantaneouſly, and running up to 
the coachman, with a piſtol in his hand, com- 
manded him, in an imperious tone, to conduct 
him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. 
The driver, affrighted at this menacing addreſs, 
proteſted, with great humility, that he did not 
know whither his fare had retired z for that he 
himſelf was paid and diſmifſed from this ſervice, 
becauſe he would not undertake to drive them all 
night acroſs the country, without ſtopping to re- 
freſh his horſes; but he promiſed to go in queſt of 
the waiter, who would ſhew him to their apart- 
ment. He was accordingly detached on that 
errand, while our hero ſtood centinel at the 
gate, till the arrival of his valet de chambre, 
who joining him by accident, before the coach- 
man returned, relieved him in his watch ; and 
then the young gentleman, exaſperated at his 
meſſenger's delay, ruſhed with fury in his eyes 
from room to room, denouncing vengeance up- 
on the whole family; but he did not meet with 
one living ſoul, until he entered the garret, 
where he found the landlord and his wife in 
bed. This chicken-hearted couple, by the light 
of a ruſh-candle that burned on the hearth, ſee- 
ing a ſtranger burſt into the chamber, in ſuch 
a terrible attitude, were ſeized with conſterna- 
tion; and exalting their voices, in a moſt lament” 
able ſtrain, begg'd, for the paſſion of Chriſt, 
that he would ſpare their lives, and take all they 
had. 
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| Peregrine, gueſſing from this exclamation, and 
the circumſtance of their being a-bed, that they 
miſtook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that which he wanted to know, diſpelled their 
terror, by making them, acquainted with the 
cauſe of his viſit, and deſired the huſband to get 

up with all poſhble diſpatch, in order to aſſiſt and 


attend him in his ſearch. 


Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of 
the inn, and at laſt finding the oſtler in the ſta- 
ble, was by him informed, (to his unſpeakable 
mortification) that the gentleman and lady who 
arrived in the chaiſe, had immediately hired poſt- 
horſes for a certain village at the diſtance of fif- 
teen miles, and departed without halting for the 
leaſt refreſhment. Our adyenturer, mad with 


his diſappointment, mounted his horſe in an in- 


ſtant, and, with his attendant, took the ſame road 
with full determination to die, rather than deſiſt 
from the proſecution of his deſign. He had, by 
this time, rode upwards of thirty miles ſince three 
o'clock in the afternoon; fo that the horſes were 
almoſt quite jaded, and travelled this ſtage fo 
ſlowly, that it was morning before they reached 
the place of their deſtination, where, far from 


; finding the fugitives, he underſtood that no ſuch 


perſons as he deſcribed had paſſed that way, and 
that in all likelihood, they had taken a quite cen- 
trary direction, while, in order to miſlead him in 
his purſuit, they had amuſed the oſtler with a falſe 
route. This conjecture was ſtrengthened by his 
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| perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he had 
deviated a conſiderable way from the road, 
through which they muſt have journeyed, in or- 
der to arrive at the place of her mother's reſi- 
dence; and theſe ſuggeſtions utterly deprived 
bim of the ſmall remains of recollection, which 
he had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about, 
witneſſing rage and diſtraction; he foamed at 
the mouth, ſtamped upon the ground with great 
violence, uttered incoherent imprecations againſt 
himſelf and all mankind, and would have fallied 
forth again, he-knew not whither, upon the ſame 
horſe, which he had already almoſt killed with 
fatigue, had not his confident found means to 
quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his 
reflection, by repreſenting the condition of the 
poor animals, and adviſing him to hire freſh hor- 
fes, and ride poſt acroſs the country, to the vil- 
lage in the neighbourhood of Mrs Gauntlet's 
habitation, where they ſhould infallibly intercept 
the daughter, provided they could get the ſtart of 
her upon the road. 

_ Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith act- 
J in conformity with this good counſel. His 
own horſes were committed to the charge of 
the landlord, with directions for Pipes, in 
caſe he ſhould” come in queſt of his maſter; 
and a couple of ſtout geldings being prepared, 
he and his valet took the road again, ſteering 
their courſe according to the motions of the poſt- 


boy, who undertook to be their guide. They 
Vol, III. E 
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had almoſt finiſhed the firſt ſtage, when they de- 
{cried a poſt-chaiſe juſt halting at the inn where 
they propoſed to change horſes; upon which our 
adventurer, glowing with a moſt intereſting pre- 
ſage, put his beaſt tothe full ſpeed, and approach- 
ed near enough to diſtinguiſh, (as the travellers 
quitted the carriage), that he had at laſt come up 
with the very individual perſons whom he had 
purſued fo long. 

Fluſhed with this diſcovery, he galloped into 
the yard ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her con- 
duCtor ſcarce had time to ſhut themſelves up in a 
chamber, to which they retreated with great pre- 
_ Cipitation : ſo that the purſuer was now certain 
of having houſed, his prey. That he might, how- 
ever, leave nothing to fortune, he placed himſelf 
upon the ſtair, by which they had aſcended to the 
apartment, and ſent up his compliments to the 
young lady, deſiring the favour of being admitted 
to her preſence, otherwiſe he ſhould be obliged 
to wave all ceremony, and take that liberty which 
ſhe would not give. The ſervant. having convey- 
ed his meſſage through the key hole, returned 
with an anſwer, importing, that ſhe would ad- 
here to the-reſolution ſhe had taken, and periſh 
rather than comply with his will, Our adventu- 
rer, without ſtaying to make any rejoinder to this 
reply, ran up ſtairs, and thundering at the door 
for entrance, was given to underſtand by the 
nymph's attendant, that a blunderbuſs was ready 
primed for his reception, and that he would do 


well to ſpare him the neceſſity of ſhedding blood, 
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in defence of a perſon who had put herſelf under 
his protection. All the laws of the land (ſaid 
he) cannot now untie the knots by which we are 
bound together; and, therefore, I will guard her 
as my own property; ſo that you had better deſiſt 
from your fruitleſs attempt, and thereby conſult 
your own ſafety : for, by the God that made me 
Iwill diſcharge my piece upop you, as ſoon as 
you ſet your noſe within. the door; and your 
blood be upon your own head.” Theſe menaces 
from a citizen's clerk, would have been ſufficient 
motives for Pickle to ſtorm the breach, although 
they had not been reinforced by that declaration, 
which informed him of Emilia's having beſtow- 
ed herſelf in marriage upon ſuch a contemptible 
rival. This ſole conſideration added wings to his 
impetuoſity, and he applied his foot to the door 
with ſuch irreſiſtible force, as burſted it open in 
an inſtant, entering at the ſame time with a pi- 
ſtol ready cock'd in his hand. His antagoniſt, 
inſtead of firing his blunderbuſs, when he ſaw 
him approach, ſtarted back with evident ſigns of 
ſurprize and conſternation, exclaiming, Lord 
Jeſus! Sir, you are not the man! and, without 
doubt, are under ſome miſtake with regard to 
„ ONS , | 

Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſalu- 
tation, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, and 
pulling off a maſk, diſcovered a face which he 
bad never ſeen before. 'The Gorgon's head, ac- 
cording to the fables of antiquity, never had a 
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more inſtantaneous or petrifying effect, than 
that which this countenance produced upon the 
aſtoniſhed youth. His eyes were fixed upon this 
unknown object, as if they had been attracted 
by the power of inchantment, his feet ſeemed 
rivetted to the ground, and after having ſtood 
motionleſs for. the ſpace of a few minutes, he 
dropped down 1n an apoplexy of diſappointment 
and deſpair. 'The Swiſs, who had followed him, 
ſeeing his maſter in this condition, lifted him up, 
and laying him upon a bed in the next room, 
let him blood immediately, without heſitation, 
being always provided with a caſe of lancets, a- 
gainſt all accidents on the road. To this fore- 
ſight our hero, in all probability, was indebted 
for his life. By virtue of a very copious evacu- 
ation, he recovered the uſe of his ſenſes ; but 
the complication of fatigues, and violent tran- 
ſports which he had undergone, brewed up a 
dangerous fever in his blood; and a phyſician 
being called from the next market-town, ſeveral 
days elapſed before he would anſwer for his life. 


CH AP. IXXX. 


Peregrine ſends a meſſage to Mrs Gauntlet, who 
rejecti his propoſal. He repairs to the garriſon. 


T length, however, his conſtitutron over- 
came his diſeaſe, though not before it had 
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in a great meaſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſt- 
tion, and brought him to a ſerious conſideration 
of his conduct. In this humiliation of his ſpi- 
rits, he reflected with ſhame and remorſe up- 
on his treachery to the fair, the innocent E- 
milia; he remembered his former ſentiments in 
her favour, as well as the injunction of his dying 
uncle; he recollected his intimacy with her bro- 
ther, againſt which he had ſo baſely ſinned; and 
revolving all the circumſtances of her conduct, 
found it fo commendable, ſpirited, and noble, 
that he deemed her an object of ſufficient dig- 
nity to merit his honourable addreſſes, even tho' 
his duty had not been concerned in the deci- 
ſion ; but, obligated as he was, to make reparati- 
an to a worthy family, which he had ſo groſly 
injured, he thought he could not manifeſt his 
reformation. too ſoon; and whenever he found 
himſelf able to hold the pen, wrote a letter to 
Mrs Gauntlet, wherein he acknowledged, with 
many expreſſions of ſorrow and contrition, that 
he had acted a part altogether unbecoming a 
man of honour, and ſhould never enjoy the leaſt 
tranquillity of mind, until he ſhould. have merit- 
ed her forgiveneſs. He proteſted, that although 
his happineſs entirely depended upon the deter- 
mination of Emilia, he would even renounce all 
hope of being. bleſſed with her favour, if ſhe 
could point out any other method of making re- 
paration to that amiable young lady, but by laying 
his heart and fortune at her feet, and ſubmitting. 

E. 3. 
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himſelf to her pleaſure during the remaining part 
ef: his life. He conjured her therefore, in the 
moſt pathetic manner, to pardon him, in con- 


fideration of his ſincere repentance, and to uſe 
her maternal influence with her daughter, ſo as 


that he might be permitted to wait upon her 
with a wedding-ring, as ſoon as his health 
would allow him to undertake the journey. 
This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, 
who had, by this time, found bis maſter, the 
young gentleman inquired about the couple 
whom he had ſo unfortunately purſued, and un- 
derſtood from his valet de chambre, who learned 
the ſtory from their own mouths, that the lady 


was the only daughter of a rich Jew, and her at- 


tendant no other than his apprentice, who had 
converted her to chriſtianity, and married her at 
the ſame time; that this ſecret having taken air, 
the old Iſraelite had contrived a ſcheme to ſepa- 
rate them for ever; and they being apprized of 
his intention, had found means to elope from his 
Houſe, with a view of ſheltering themſelves in. 


France, until the affair could be made up; that 


ſeeing three men ride after them with ſuch eager- 
neſs and ſpeed, they never doubted that the pur- 
fuers were her father, and ſome friends or do- 
meſtics, and on that ſuppoſition had fled with the 
utmeſt diſpatch and trepidation, until they had 


found themſelves happily undeceived; at that very 


inſtant when they expected nothing but miſchief 


and. misfortune; laſtly, the Swiſs gave. him to, 
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underſtand, that after having profeſſed ſome 
concern for his deplorable ſituation, and enjoyed 
a ſlight refreſhment, they had taken their depar- 
ture for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were 
ſafely arrived at Paris. 

In four and twenty hours after, Pipes was 
charged with his commiſſion, he brought back 
an anſwer from the mother of Emilia, couched 
in theſe words: 


„ SIR, 
1 Received the favour of yours, and am glad, 

for your own ſake, that you have attained a 
due ſenſe and conviction of your unkind and un- 
chriſtian behaviour to poor Emmy. I thank God, 
none of my children were ever ſo inſulted before. 
Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter. 
was no upſtart, without friends or education, 
but a young lady as well bred, and better born. 
than moſt private gentlewomen in the kingdom: 
and therefore, though you had no eſteem to her, 
perſon, you ought to have paid ſome regard to. 
her ſamily, which, (no diſparagement to you, 
Sir) is more honourable than your own. As 
for your propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet will not hear 
of it, being, that ſhe thinks her honour will not 
allow her to liſten. to any. terms of reconcilia- 
tion; and ſhe- is not yet. ſo deſtitute as to 
embrace an offer to which ſhe has the leaſt ob- 
jection. In the mean time, ſhe is ſo much in- 
diſpoſed, that ſhe cannot ꝑoſſibly ſee company; 
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fo I beg you will not take the trouble of making 
a fruitleſs journey to this place. Perhaps your 
future conduct may deſerve her forgiveneſs ; 
and really, as I am concerned for your happineſs, 
(which you aſſure me depends upon her con- 
deſcenſion) I wiſh with all my heart it may; and 
am (notwithſtanding all that has happened) 
2 Your ſincere well wiſher, 


CaciLItA GAUNTLET.” 


From this epiſtle, and the information of his. 
meſſenger, our hero learn'd, that his miſtreſs had 
actually profited by his wild-gooſe-chace, ſo as to 
make a fafe retreat to her mother's houſe. 
Though forry to hear of her indiſpoſition, he 
was alſo piqued at her implacability, as well as 
at ſome ſtately paragraphs of the letter, in which 
(he thought) the good lady had. conſulted her 
own vanity rather than her good ſenſe. Theſe 
motives of - reſentment helped him to bear his 
diſappointment like a philoſopher, eſpecially 
as he had now quieted his conſcience, in prof - 
fering to redreſs the injury he had. done; and 
moreover, found himſelf, with regard to his love, 
in a calm ſtate of hope and reſignation. 
A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an excellent me- 
dicine for the turbulence of paſſion. Such a re- 
formation had the fever produced in the oecono- 
my of his thoughts, that he moralized like an 
apoſtle, and projected ſeyeral prudential ſchemes. 
for his future conduct. 
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In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was 
ſufficiently re-eſtabliſhed, he took a trip to the 
garriſon, in order to viſit his friends; and learn'd 
from Hatchway's own mouth, that he had broke 
the ice of courtſhip to his aunt, and that his ad- 
dreſſes were now fairly afloat; though when he 
firſt declared himſelf to the widow, after ſhe 
had been duly prepared for the occaſion, by her 
niece and the reſt of her friends, ſhe had receiv- 
ed his propoſal with a becoming reſerve, and 
piouſly wept at the remembrance of her huſband, 
obſerving, that ſhe ſhould never meet with his 
fellow. | 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's ſuit with 
all his influence; and all Mrs Trunnion's ob- 
jections to the match being ſurmounted, it was 
determined that the day of marriage ſhould be 
put off for three months, that her reputation 
might not ſuffer by a precipitate engagement. 
His next care was to give orders for erecting a 
plain marble monument to the memory. of his 
uncle, on which the following inſcription, com- 
poſed by the bridegroom, actually 1 8 in 


golden letters. 
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Here lies, 
Foundered in a fathom and an half, 
The ſhell 
Of 
HAWSER TRUNNIOxN, Eſq; 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
In his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oct. X. 
In the year of his age 
Threeſcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, _ 

- And never ſhewed his poop to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow ; 
But, his. ſhot being expended, 
His match burnt out, 

And his upper-works decayed, - 
He was ſunk 
By Death's ſuperior weight of metal. 
Nevertheleſs, - 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 
His rigging refitted, 
And his timbers repaired, 
And, with one broad-fide, 
Make his adverſary 
Strike in his turn. 


—— 


ne 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 59 


CH AP. LXX. 


He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, 
zu ho entertains him with many curious particu- 
lars. Crabtree ſounds the ducheſs, and undeceives 
Pickle, 20, by an extraordinary accident, becomes 
acquainted with another lady of quality. 


HE young gentleman having performed 
| theſe laſt offices, in honour of his deceaſed 
benefaCtor, and preſented Mr Jolter to the long 
expected living, which at this time happened to 
be vacant, returned to. London, and reſumed his 
former gaiety; not that he was able to ſhake 
Emilia from his thoughts, or even to remember 
her without violent emotions; for, as he reco- 
vered his vigour, his former impatience recurred, 
and, therefore, he reſolved to plunge himſelf 
headlong into ſome intrigue, that might engage 
his paſſions, and amuſe his imagination. 

A man of his accompliſhments could not fail 
to meet with a variety of ſubjects, on which his 
gallantry would have been properly exerciſed ; 
and this abundance diſtracted his choice, which 
at any time was apt to be influenced by caprice 
and whim. I have already obſerved, that he had 
lifted his view, through a matrimonial perſpec- 
tive, as high as a lady of the firſt quality and 
diſtinction; and now, that he was refuſed by 
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Miſs Gauntlet, and enjoyed a little reſpite from 
the agonies of that flame which her charms had 
kindled in his heart, he renewed his afſſidivities 
to her grace. Though he durſt not yet riſk an 
explanation, he enjoyed the pleaſure of feeing 
himſelf ſo well received in quality of a particular 
acquaintance, that he flattered himſelf with the 
belief of his having made ſome progreſs in her 
heart; and was confirmed in this conceited no- 
tion, by the aſſurances of her woman, whom by 
liberal largeſſes he retained in his intereſt, be- 
cauſe ſhe found means to perſuade him, that ſhe 
was in the confidence of her lady. But, not- 
withſtanding this encouragement, and the ſan- 


guine ſuggeſtions of his own vanity, he dreaded 


the thoughts of expoſing bimſelf to her ridicule 
and reſentment, by a premature declaration, and 
determined to poſtpone his addreſſes, until he 
ſhould be more certified of the probability of ſuc- 
ceeding in his attempt. - 


While he remained in this habitation and ſu- 


ſpence, he was one morning very agreeably ſur- 
priſed with the appearance of his friend Crab- 
tree, who, by the permiſſion of Pipes, to whom 
he was well known, entered his chamber before 
he was awake, and, by a violent ſhake of the 
ſhoulder, diſengaged him from the arms of ſleep. 
The firſt compliments having mutually paſſed, 
Cadwallader gave him to underſtand that he had 
arrived in town over-night in the ſtage-coach 
from Bath, and entertained him with ſuch a 
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ludicrous account of his fellow-travellers, that 
Peregrine, for the firft time ſince their parting, 
indulged himſelf in mirth, even to the hazard of 
ſuffocation. 

Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in 
ſuch a peculiarity of manner, as added infinite 
ridicule to every circumſtance, and repeated 
every- ſcandalous report which had circulated at 
the Bath, after Peregrine's departure, was in- 
formed by the youth, that he harboured a defign 
upon the perſon of ſuch a dutcheſs, and in all 
appearance had no reaſon to complain of his 
reception; but, that he would not venture to 
declare himſelf, until he ſhould be more aſcer— 
tained of her ſentiments; and therefore, he 
begg'd leave to depend upon the intelligence of 
his friend. Cadwallader, who, he knew, was ad- 
mitted to her parties. 

The Miſanthrope, before he would promiſe 
his aſſiſtance, aſked if his proſpect verged towards 
matrimony? and our adventurer (who gueſſed 
the meaning of his queſtion) replying in the ne- 
gative, he undertook the office of reconnoitring 
her inclination, proteſting at the ſame time, 
that he would never concern himſelf in any 
ſcheme, that did not tend to the diſgrace and 
deception of all the ſex. On theſe conditions, 
he eſpouſed the intereſt of our hero, and a plan 
was immediately concerted, in conſequence of 
which they met by accident at her grace's table. 


Pickle having ſtayed all the fore part of the e- 
VorL, III. F 
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vening, and fat out all the company, except the 
Miſanthrope and a certain widow lady, who 
were ſaid to be in the ſecrets of my lady dutcheſs, 
went away on pretence of an indiſpenſible en- 
gagement, that Crabtree might have a proper 
opportunity of making him the ſubject of con- 
verſation. 

Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the aputd- 
ment, when this Cynic attending- him to the 
door, with a look of moroſe diſdain, ** Were I 
an abſolute prince (ſaid he) and that fellow one 
of my ſubjects, I would order him to be cloath'd 
in ſack-cloth, and he ſhould drive my aſſes to 
water, that his lofty ſpirit might be lowered 
to the level of his deſerts. The pride of a pea- 
cock is downright ſelf-denial, when compared 
with the vanity of that coxcomb, which was na- 
turally arrogant, but is now rendered altogether 
intolerable, by the reputation he acquired at Bath, 
for kicking a bully, out-witting a club of raw 
ſharpers, and divers other pranks, in the execu- 
tion of which he was more lucky than wile. 
But nothing has contributed ſo much to the in- 
_ creaſe of his inſolence and ſelf-conceit, as-the 
favour he found among the ladies. Ay, the la- 
dies, Madam, I care not who knows it: the la- 
dies, who (to their honour be it ſpoken) never 
fail to patronize foppery and folly, provided they 
ſolicit their encouragement. And yet, this dog 
was not on the footing of thoſe hermaphrodi- 
tical animals, who may be reckoned among the 
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number of waiting-women, who air your ſhirts, 
comb your lap-dogs, examine your noſes with 
magnifying glaſſes, in order to ſqueeze out the 
worms, clean your teeth-bruſhes, ſweeten your 


| handkerchiefs, and ſoften waſte paper for your 


occaſions. This fellow Pickle was entertain-= 
ed for more important purpoſes 3 his turn of 
duty never came till all thoſe lapwings were 
gone to rooſt; then he ſcaled windows, leaped 


over garden-walls, and was let in by Mrs Betty 


in the dark. Nay, the magiſtrates of Bath com- 
plimented him with the freedom of the corpora- 
tion, merely becauſe, through his means, the wa- 
ters had gained extraordinary credit; for every 
female of a tolerable appearance, that went thi- 
ther on account of her ſterility, got the better of 
her complaint, during his reſidence at the Bath: 
and now, the fellow thinks no woman can with- 
ſtand his addreſſes. He had not been here three 


minutes, when I could perceive with; half an eye, 


that he had marked out your grace for a con- 
queſt: I mean in an honourable way ; though 
the raſcal has impudence enough to attempt any 
thing.” So ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon the 
dutcheſs, who (while her face glowed with in- 
dignation) turning to her confidant, expreſſed 
herſelf in theſe words: © Upon my life ! I be- 
heve there is aCtually ſome truth in what this 
old rufhan fays; I have myſelf obſerved that 
young fellow eying me with a very particular 
ſtare.” „It is not to be at all wondered at, 
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(ſaid her friend), that a youth of bis complexion 
ſhould be ſenſible to the charms of your grace; 
but I dare ſay, he would not preſume to enter- 
tain any, but the moſt honourable and reſpect- 
ful ſentiments.” © 'ReſpeAfſul © ſentiments | 
(cried my lady with a look of ineffable diſdain) 
if I thought the fellow had aſſurance enough to 
think of me in any ſhape, I proteſt I would for- 
bid him my houſe. Upoti my honour, ſuch 
inſtances of audacity ſhould induce perſons of 
quality to keep your ſmall gentry at a greater 
diſtance ; for they are very apt to grow impu- 
dent, upon the leaſt countenance or encourage- 
ment.” 
| Cadwallader, ſatisfied with this declaration, 
changed the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next day 
communicated his diſcovery to his friend Pickle, 
who, upon this occaſion, felt the moſt ſtinging 
ſenſations of mortiſied pride, and reſolved to 
quit his proſpe& with a good grace. Nor did 
the execution of this ſelf-denying ſcheme. coſt 
him one moment's uneaſineſs; for his heart 
had never been intereſted in the purſuit, and 
his vanity triumphed in the thoughts of mani- 
feſting his indifference. Accordingly, the very 
next time he viſited her grace, his behaviour 
was remarkably frank, ſprightly, and diſengaged 
and the ſubject of love being artfully introduced 
by the widow who had been directed to ſound 
his inclinations, he rallied the paſſion with great 
eaſe and ſeverity, and made no ſcruple of de- 
claring himſelf heart-whole. 
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Though the dutcheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed 
affection, ſhe was now offended at his inſenfibi- 
lity, and even ſignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, 
that perhaps his attention to his own qualifica- 
tions ſcreened him from the impreſſion of all. 
other objects. 

While he enjoyed this ſarcaſm, the meaning 
of which he could plainly diſcern, the company 
was joined by a certain virtuoſo, who had gained 
free acceſs to all the great families of the land, 
by his notable talent of goſſiping and buffoonery. 
He was now in the ſeventy-fifth year of his age; 
his birth was ſo obſcure, that he ſcarce knew 
his father's name, his education ſuitable to the- 
dignity of his deſcent, his character publicly 
branded with homicide, profligacy and breach of 
truſt ; yet this man, by the happy inheritance of 
impregnable effrontery, and a lucky proſtitution 
of all principle, in rendering himſelf ſubſervient 
to the appetites of the great, had attained to an 
independency of fortune, as well as to ſuch a 
particular ſhare of favour among the quality, that 
although he was well known to have pimped for 
three generations of the nobility, there was not 
a lady of faſhion in the kingdom, who ſcrupled 
to admit him to her toilette, or even to be ſquired 
by him, in any public place of entertainment. 
Not but that this ſage was occaſionally uſeful to 
his fellow- creatures, by theſe connexions with 
people of fortune; for, he often undertook to 
ſolicit charity in behalf of diſtreſſed objects, 
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with a vie of embezzling one half of the bene- 
factions. It was an errand of this kind that now 
brought bim to the. houfe of her grace. 

After having ſat a few minutes, he told the 
company, that he would favour them with a 
very proper opportunity to extend. their benevo- 
lence, for the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who 
was reduced to the moſt abje& miſery, by the 
death of her huſband, and juſt delivered of a 
couple of fine boys. They, moreover, under- 
ſtood from his information, that this object was 

daughter of a good family, who had renounced 
her, in conſequence of her marrying an enſign 
without a fortune; and even obſtructed his 
promotion with all their influence and power; 2 
circumſtance of barbarity, which had made ſuch 
an impreſſion upon his mind, as diſordered his 
brain, and drove him to deſpair, in a fit of which 
he had made away with himſelf, leaving his 
wife, then big with child, to all the horrors of 
indigence and grief. i | 

Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic 
picture, which the old man drew. with great 
expteſſion. My lady dutcheſs concluded, that 
ſhe muſt be a creature void of all feeling and 
reflection, who could ſurvive ſuch aggravated 
miſery z therefore did not deſerve to be relieved, 
except in the charader of a common beggar; 
and was generous enough to offer a recommen- 
dation, by which ſhe would be admitted into an 
infirmary, to which. her grace was a ſubſcriber : 
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at the ſame time, adviſing the ſolicitor to ſend 
the twins to the Foundling-hoſpital, where they 
would be carefully nurſed and brought up, ſo as 
to become uſeful members to the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all due deference to the opi- 
nion of the dutcheſs, was free enough to blame' 
the generoſity of her grace, which would only 
ſerve to encourage children in their diſobedience 
to their parents, and might be the means not 
only of prolonging the diſtreſs of the wretched 
creature, but alſo of ruining the conſtitution of 
ſome young heir, perhaps the hope of a great 
family ! for, ſhe did ſuppoſe that madam, when 
her month ſhould be up, and her brats diſpoſed 
of, would ſpread her attractions to the public, 
{provided ſhe could profit by her perſon) and, in 
the uſual way, make a regular progreſs from St. 
James' to Drury-lane. She apprehended, for 
theſe reaſons, that their compaſſian would be 
moſt effectually ſhewn, in leaving her. to periſh 
in her preſent neceſſity; and that the old gen- 
tleman would be unpardonable, ſhould he perſiſt 
in his endeavours to relieve her. A third meme» 
ber of this tender-hearted ſociety, after having 
aſked, if the young woman was handſome ? and 
been anſwered in the negative, allowed that there 
was a great deal of reaſon in what had been ſaid 
by the honourable perſan who had ſpoke laſt; 
nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly conceived her ſentence 
would admit of ſome mitigation. “ Let the 
bantlings (ſaid ſhe) be ſent to the hoſpital, acs. 
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cording to the advice of her grace, and a ſmall 
collection be made for the preſent ſupport of 
the mother; and when her health is recovered, 
FE will take her into my family, in quality of an 
upper ſervant, or medium between me and my 
woman; for, upon my life! I can't endure to 
chide, or give direCtions to a creature, who is, 
in point of birth and education, but one degree 
above the vulgar.” 

This propoſal met with uniyerſal approbation. 
The dutcheſs (to her immortal honour) began the 
contribution with a crown; ſo that the reſt of the 
company were obliged to reſtrict their liberality 
to half the ſum, that her grace might not be af- 
fronted ; and the propoſer demanding the poor 
woman's name and. place of abode, the old me- 
diator could not help giving her ladyſhip a ver- 
bal direction, though he was extremely mortified 
(on more accounts than one) to find ſuch an iſſue 
to his ſolicitation. | 

Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, had 
a tear for pity, and a hand open as day, for melting 
charity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult of 
this ungenerous conſultation. He contributed his 
half-crown, however, and retiring from the com- 
pany, betook himſelf to the Jodgings of the for- 
lorn lady in the ſtraw, according to the direction 
he had heard. Upon inquiry, he underſtood, 
that ſhe was then viſited by ſome charitable gen- 
tlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, and wait- 
ed the return of the meſſenger; and he ſent up 
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his reſpects, deſiring he might be permitted to 
ſee her, on pretence of having been intimate with 
ber late huſband. 

' Though the poor woman had never heard of 
his name, ſhe did not think proper to deny his 
requeſt; and he was conducted to a paultry 
chamber in the third ſtory, where he found this 
unhappy widow fitting upon a truckle bed, and 
ſuckling one of her infants, with the moſt pite- 
ous expreſſion of anguiſh in her features, which 
were naturally regular and ſweet, while the other 
was fondled on the knee of a perſon, whoſe at- 
tention was ſo much ingroſſed by her little charge, 
that for the preſent ſhe-could mind nothing elſe: 
and it was not till after the firſt compliments paſ- 
ſed betwixt the hapleſs mother and our adventu- 
rer, that he perceived the ſtranger's countenance, 
which inſpired him with the higheſt eſteem and 
admiration. He beheld all the graces of elegance 
and beauty, breathing ſentiment and beneficence, 
and ſoftened into the moſt inchanting tenderneſs 
of weeping ſympathy. When he declared the 
cauſe of his viſit, which was no other than the 
deſire of befriending the diſtreſſed lady, to whom 
he preſented a bank-note for twenty pounds, he 
was favoured with ſuch a look of complacency by 
this amiable phantom, who might have been juſt- 
ly taken for an angel miniſtering to the neceſſities 
of mortals, that his whole ſoul was tranſported 
with love and veneration. Nor was this prepoſ- 
ſeſſion diminiſhed by the information of the wi- 
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dow, who, after having manifeſted her gratitude 
in a flood of tears, told him, that the unknown 
object of his eſteem was a perſon of honour, who, 
having heard by accident of her deplorable ſitua- 
tion, had immediately obeyed the dictates of ner 
humanity, and come in perſon to relieve her di- 
ſtreſs; that ſhe had not only generouſly ſupplied | 
her with money for preſent ſuſtenance, but alſo 
undertaken to provide a nurſe for her babes, and 
even promiſed to favour her with protection, 
ſhould ſhe ſurvive ber preſent melancholy ſituati- 
on. To theſe articles of intelligence ſhe added, 
that the name of her benefactreſs was the cele- 
brated lady —, to whoſe character the youth was 
no ſtranger, though he had never ſeen her perſon 
before. The killing age of her charms was a lit- 
tle blunted by the accidents of time and fortune; 
but no man of taſte and imagination, whoſe 
nerves were not quite chilled with the froſt of 
age, could, even at that time, look upon her with 
impunity. And as Peregrine ſaw her attractions 
heightened by the tender office in which ſhe was 
engaged, he was ſmitten with her beauty, and ſo 
taviſhed with her compaſhon, that he could not 
ſuppreſs his emotions, but applauded her be- 
nevolence with all the warmth of enthuſiaſm. 
Her ladyſhip received his compliments with - 
great politeneſs and affability. And the occa- 
ſion on which they met being equally intereſting 
to both, an acquaintance commenced between. 
them, and they concerted meaſures for the be- 
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nefit of the widow and her two children, one of 
whom our hero beſpoke for his own godſon 
for Pickle was not ſo obſcure in the beau monde 
but that his fame had reached the ears of this 
lady, who, therefore, did not diſcourage his ad- 
vances towards her friendſhip and eſteem. 

All the particulars relating to their charge 
being adjuſted, he attended her ladyſhip to her 
own houſe ; and, by her converſation, had the 
pleaſure of finding her underſtanding ſuitable 
to her other accompliſhments. Nor had ſhe 
any reaſon to think, that our hero's qualificati- 
ons had been exaggerated by common report. 

One of their adopted children died before it 
was baptized ; ſo that their care concentered in 
the other, for whom they ſtood ſponſors. Un- 
derſtanding that the old agent was become 
troubleſome in his viſits to the mother, to whom 
he now began to adminiſter ſuch couaſel as 
ſhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed 
her into another lodging, where ſhe would not 
be expoſed to his machinations. In leſs than a 
month, our hero learned from a nobleman of his 
acquaintance, that the hoary pandar had actually 
engaged to procure for him this poor afflicted 
gentlewoman ; and being fruſtrated in his inten- 
tion, ſubſtituted in her room a nymph from the 
purlieus of Covent-garden, that made his lord- 


ſhip ſmart ſeverely for the favours ſhe beſtow- 
ed. 


— ® 
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Mean while, Peregrine cultivated his new ac- 
quaintance with all his art and aſſiduity, preſum- 
ing, from the circumſtances of her reputation 
and fate, as well as on the ſtrength of his own 
merit, that, in time, he ſhould be able to indulge 
that paſſion which had begun to glow within his 


breaſt. 


As her ladyſhip had undergbne a vaſt variety 
of fortune and adventure, Which he had heard 
indiſtinctly related, with numberleſs errors and 


miſrepreſentations, he was no ſooner intitled, by 


the tamiliarity of communication, - to aſk ſuch a 
favour, tban he earneſtly entreated her to enter- 
tain him with the particulars of her ſtory: and 
by dint of importunity, ſhe was at length pre- 
vailed upon (in a ſelect party) to gratify bis cu- 
rioſity in theſe words. 


C HAP. LXXXL 


The memoirs of a lady of quality. 


Y the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am 
going to relate, you will be convinced of my 
candour, while you are informed of my indiſ- 
cretion; you will be enabled, I hope, to perceive 
that howſoever my head may have erred, my 
heart hath always been uncorrupted, and that I 
have been unhappy, becauſe 1 loved and Was @ 
Woman. 


„ 
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1 believe I need not obſerve, that I was the 
anly child of a man of good fortune, who in- 
dulged me in my infancy, with all the tender- 
neſs of paternal affection; and when I was fix 
years old, ſent me to a private ſchool, where I 
ſtayed till my age was doubled, and became ſuch 
a favourite, that I was (even in thoſe early days) 
carried to all the places of public diverſion, the 


court itſelf not excepted ;- an indylgence that 


flattered my love of pleaſure, to which I was na- 


turally addicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas of 


vanity and OO, which ſpring up ſo early! in 
the human mind. 
I was lively and good - natured, my imaginati- 
on apt to run riot, my heart liberal and diſinte- 
reſted; though I was ſo obſtinately attached to 
my own. opinions that I could not well brook 
contradiction; and in the whole of my diſpoſition, 
reſembled that of Henry the fifth, as deſcribed 
by Shakeſpear. | 

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, kn I 
was firſt introduced into the world as a woman, 
having been intitled to that privilege by my per- 
ſon, which was remarkably tall for my years; 
and there my fancy was quite captivated by the 
variety of diverſions in which I was continually 
engaged.: not that the parties were altogether 
new to me, but becauſe I now found myſelf con- 
ſidered as a perſon of conſequence, and ſurround- 
ed by a croud of admirers, who courted my ac- 
quaintance, and fed my vanity with praiſe and 
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adulation. In ſhort, whether or not I deſerved 


their encomiums, I leave the world to judge; 


but my perſon was commended, and my talent 
in dancing met with univerſal applauſe. No 


wonder then, that every thing appeared joyous 


to a young creature, who was ſo void of experi- 
ence and diſſimulation, that ſhe believed every 
body's heart as ſincere as her own, and every 


object ſuch as it appeared to be. 


Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended 
to ſigh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal 


| ſhare of my favour; (it was too ſuperficial to 


deſerve the name of love.) One of theſe was 
a forward youth of ſixteen, extremely handſome, 
lively, and impudent : He attended in quality-of 
page upon the princeſs Amelia, who ſpent that 
ſeaſon at Bath; the other was a Scotch noble- 
man turned of thirty, who was graced with a 
red ribbon, and danced particulary well, two 
qualifications of -great weight with a girl of my 
age, whoſe heart was not deeply intereſted m the 
cauſe. Nevertheleſs, the page prevailed over 
this formidable rival ; though our amour went 
no farther than a little flirting, and ceaſed intire- 


ly when I left the place. 
Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable 


ſcene, and paſſed my time in the ſame circle of 
amuſements ; in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at 
Bath is exactly reſembled by that which ſucceeds, 
allowing for the difference of company, which 
is continually varying. There I met with the 
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ſame incenſe, and again had my favourite, who 

was a North Briton, and captain of foot, near 4 

5 forty years of age, anda little lame, an impediment * 

which I did not diſcover, until it was pointed 

out by ſgme of my companions, who rallied me 

upon my choice. He was always chearful, and 

very amorous, had a good countenance and an 

excellent underſtanding, poſſeſſed a great deal of % 

art, and would have-perſuaded me to marry him, 

had I not been reſtrained by the authority of my "1 

father, whoſe conſent was not to be obtained in 4 
favour of a man of his fortune. 

At the ſame time, many propoſals of marriage 
were made to my parents; but as they came 
from people whom I did not like, I rejected them 1 
all, being determined to refuſe every man who 4 
did not make his addreſſes to myſelf in peilon, | 
becauſe I had no notion of marrying for any 
thing but love. | 5 

Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh 
earl, whoſe-pretenfions were broke off by ſome 4 
difference about ſettlements ; and the fon of an 
Engliſh baron, with whom my father was in 

= treaty, when he carried me to town, on a viſit 
to a young lady, with whom I had been intimate 

; from my infancy. She was juſt delivered of her 

firſt ſon, for whom we ſtood ſponſors : ſo that 

this occaſion detained us a whole month, during 
which I. went to a ball at court on the queen's 
birth-day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what 
love and beauty Were”. | 

832 
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The ſecond ſon of duke — . —, who had 
juſt returned from his travels, was dancing with 
the princeſs royal, when a young lady came and 
deſired me to go and ſee a ſtranger, whom all 
the world admired: upon which, I followed her 
into the circle, and obſerved this object of ad- 
miration. He was dreſſed in a coat of white 
cloth, faced with blue ſattin, embroidered with 
ſilver, of the ſame piece with his waiſtcoat; his 
fine hair hung down his back in ringlets below 
his waiſt, his hat was laced with filver, and 
garniſhed with a white feather ; but his perſon 
beggared all deſcription. He was tall and grace- 
ful, neither corpulent nor meagre, his limbs 
finely proportioned, his countenance open and 
. majeſtic, his eyes full of ſweetneſs and vivacity, 
his teeth regular, and his pouting-lips of the 
complexion of the damaſk roſe. In ſhort, he 
was formed for love, 'and inſpired it wherever 
he appeared; nor was he a niggard of his ta- 
lents, but liberally returned it; at leaſt what 
paſſed for ſuch : for he had a flow of gallantry, 
for which many ladies of this land can vouch 
from their own experience : but he exclaimed 
againſt marriage, becauſe he had, as yet, met 
with no woman, to whoſe charms he would ſur- 
render his liberty, though a princeſs of France, 


and a lady of the ſame rank in ——, were ſaid . * 


to be, at that time, enamoured of his perſon. 
I went home, totally ingroſſed by his idea, 
flattering myſelf, that he had obſerved me with 
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ſome attention; for I was young and new, and 
had the good fortune to attract the notice and 


approbation of the queen herſelf. - 


Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 


ſurpriſed with the appearance of this amiable 


ſtranger, who no ſooner ſaw me enter, than he 
approached ſo near to the place where I ſat, that 


I overheard what he ſaid to his companions 


and was ſo happy as to find myſelf the object 
of his diſcourſe, which abounded with rapturous 


expreſſions of love and admiration. 


I could not liſten to theſe tranſports without- 


emotion; my colour changed, my heart throb- 


bed with unuſual violence, and my eyes betray- 
ed my inclination in ſundry favourable glances, 


which he ſeemed to interpret aright, though he 
could not then avail himſelf of his ſucceſs, ſo far 


as to communicate his ſentiments by ſpeech, 


becauſe we were ſtrangers to each other. 


I paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſu- 
ſpence, and ſeveral days elapſed before I ſaw 
him again. At length, however, being at court 
on a ball-night, and determined againſt dancing, 


I perceived him among the croud, and, to my 
unſpeakable joy, ſaw him advance with my lord 
P 
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, who introduced him to my acquaintance. 
He ſoon found means to alter my reſolution; 
and I condeſcended to be his partner all the 
evening: during which, he declared his paſſion 
in the moſt tender and perſuaſive terms that real 
love could dictate, or fruitful imagination invent. 
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I believed his -proteſtations becauſe I wiſhed 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of 
fifteen. I complied with his earneſt requeſt of 
being permitted to viſit me, and even invited 
him to breakfaſt next morning; ſo that you may 
imagine (I fpeak to thoſe that feel) I did not, 
that night, enjoy much repoſe. Such was the 
hurry and flutter of my ſpirits, that I roſe at fix 
to receive him at ten. I dreſſed myſelf in a new 
pink fattin-gown and my beſt laced night-cloaths, 
and was ſo animated by the occaſion, that if 
ever I deſerved a compliment upon my looks, it 
was my que at this meeting. 

The wiſhed for moment came, that brought 
my lover to my view : I was overwhelmed with 
joy, modeſty, and fear of I knew not what. We 
fat down to breakfaſt, but did not eat. He re- 
newed his addreſſes with irreſiſtible eloquence, 
and preſſed me to accept of his hand without 
farther hefitation : but, to ſuch a precipitate ſtep, 
J objeCted, as a meaſure repugnant to decency, 
as well as to that duty which. I owed to my fa- 
ther, whom I tenderly loved. 

Though I vithſtood · this premature propefel, 
I did not attempt to diſguiſe the fituation of my 
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre- 
ſpondence, which was maintained by letters white 
remained in the country, and carried on (when 
] was in town) by private interviews, twice or 
thrice a week, at the houſe of my milliner, where 
ſuch endearments paſſed as refined and happy 
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lovers know, and others can only gueſs. Truth 
and innocence prevailed on my fide, while his 
heart was fraught with ſincerity and love. Such 
frequent intercourſe created an intimacy which 
I began to think dangerous, and therefore yielded 
to his repeated deſire, that we might be united 
for ever : nay, I refolved to avoid him, until the 
day ſhould be fixed, and very innocently {though 
not very wiſely) told him my reaſon for this 
determination, which was no other than a con- 
ſciouſneſs of my incapacity to refuſe him any 
thing he ſhould demand asa teſtimony of my love. 


The time was accordingly appointed, at the 


diſtance of a few days, during which I intended 
to have implored my father's conſent, tho? I had 
but faint hopes of obtaining it ; but, he was by 
ſome means or other apprized of our deſign, 
before I could prevail upon myſelf to make him 
acquainted with our purpoſe. I had danced with 
my lover at the Ridotto on the preceding evening, 
and there, perhaps our eyes betrayed us. Certain 
it is, ſeveral of lord W— m's relations, who 
diſapproved of the match, came up. and rallied 
him on his paſſion ; lord S——k in particular, 


uſed this remarkable expreſſion, © Nephew, as 


much love as you pleaſe, but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed 
place, in all the tranſports of impatient expecta- 
tion, I was, without any previous warning, car- 
ried into the country by my father, who took no 
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notice of the intelligence he had received, but 
decoyed me into the coach on pretence of taking 
the air: and when we had proceeded as far as 
Turnham-green, gave me to underſtand, that he 
would dine in that place. 

There was no remedy : I was obliged to bear 
my diſappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him up ftairs into an apartment, 
where he told me he was minutely informed of 
my matrimonial ſcheme. I did not attempt to 
diſguiſe the truth, but aſſured him, while the 
tears guſhed from my eyes, that my want of 
courage alone had hindered me from making 
him privy to my paſſion; though I owned, I 
ſhould have married lord W m, even though 
he had diſapproved of my choice. I reminded 
him of the uneaſy life-I led at home, and frankly 
acknowledged, that I loved my admirer too well 
to live without bim; though if he would favour 
me with his conſent, I would defer my intention, 
and punctually obſerve any day he would fix for 
our nuptials. Mean while, I begged he would 
permit me to ſend a meſſage to lord W—— m, 
who was waiting in expectation of my coming, 
and might (without ſuch notice) imagine I was 
playing the jilt. He granted this laſt requeſt ; 
in conſequence of which, I ſent a letter to my 
lover, who, when he received 'it, had- almoſt 
fainted away, believing I ſhould be locked up in 
the country, and ſnatched for ever from his arms. 

Tortured with theſe apprehenſions, he changed 
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cloaths immediately, and taking horſe, reſolved 
to follow me whitherſoever we ſhould go. 

After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brent- 
ford, where we lay, intending to be at my fa- 
ther's country-houſe next night; and my admirer 
putting up at the ſame inn, praCtiſed every expe- 
dient his invention could ſuggeſt, to procure an 
interview; but all his endeavours were unſuc- 
ceſsful, becauſe I, who little dreamt of his being 
ſo near, had gone to bed, upon our firſt arrival, 
overwhelmed with affliction and tears. © 

In the morning I threw myſelf at my father's 
feet, and conjured him by all the ties of paternal 
affection, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
ſeeing my admirer once more, before 1 ſhould be 
conveyed from his wiſhes. The melancholy 
condition in which I preferred this ſupplication, 
melted the tender heart of my parent, who 


yielded to my ſolicitations, and carried me back 


to town, for that purpoſe. 

Lord W—m, who had watched our motions, 
and arrived at his own lodgings, before we ar- 
rived at my father's houſe, obeyed my ſummons 
on the inſtant, and appeared before me like an 
angel. Our faculties were, for ſome minutes, 
ſuſpended by a conflict of grief and joy. At 
length, 1 recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and gave 


him to underſtand, that I was come to town in 


order to take my leave of him, by the permiſſion 
of my father, whom I had promiſed to attend 


into the country next day, before he would con- 
* 
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ſent to my return; the chief cauſe and pretence 
of which, was my earneſt deſire to convince him, 
that I was not to blame for the diſappointment 


he bad ſuffered, and that I ſhould ſee him again 


in a month, when the nuptial knot thould be tied 
in ſpite of all oppoſition. 15 

My lover, who was better acquainted with 
the world, had well-nigh run diſtracted with 
this information. He ſwore he would not leave 
me, until I ſhould promiſe to meet-and marry 
him next day; or, if I refuſed to grant that re- 
_ queſt, he would immediately leave the kingdom, 
to which he would never more return; and be- 
fore his departure, ſacrifice lord H B—, ſon 
to the duke of 8. A—, whe was the only perſon 
upon earth who could have betrayed us to my 
father, becauſe he alone was truſted with the 
ſecret of our intended marriage, and had ac- 
tually undertaken to give me away; an office 
which he afterwards declined. Lord W—m 


allo affirmed, that my father decoyed me into 


the country, with a view cooping me up, and 
ſequeſtering me intirely from his view and cor- 
reſpondence. 

In vain I pleaded my father's well-known 
tenderneſs, and uſed all the arguments I could 
recolle& to divert him from his revenge upon 
lord H—. He was deaf to all my repreſenta- 
tions, and nothing, I found, would prevail up- 
on him to ſuppreſs his reſentment, but a poſitive 
promiſe to comply with his former deſite. I 


PERECRINE PICKLE. 83 


told him, I would hazard every thing to make 
him happy; but could not, with any regard to 
my duty, take ſuch a ſtep without the knowledge 
of my parent; or, if I were ſo inclined, it would 
be impraCticable to elude his vigilance and ſu- 
ſpicion, However, he employed ſuch pathetic 
remonſtrances, and retained ſuch a powerful ad- 
vocate within my own breaſt, that before we 
parted, I aſſured him my whole power ſhould be 
exerted for his ſatisfaction; and he ſignified 
his reſolution of fitting up all night, in expecta- 

tion of ſeeing me at his lodgings. 

He had no ſooner retired, than I went into 
the next room, and deſired my father to fix a 
day for the marriagez in which caſe, I would 
chearfully wait upon him into the country ; 
whereas, ſhould he deny my requeſt, on pretence 
of ſtaying for the conſent of my mother's rela- 
tions, which was very uncertain, I would ſeize 
the firſt opportunity of marrying lord W —m, 
colt what it would. He conſented to the match, 
but would not appoint a day for the ceremony, 
which he propoſed to defer until all parties 
ſhould be agreed; and ſuch a favourable criſis, _ 
I feared, would never happen. 

I therefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify 
my lover's expectation, by eloping, if poſſible, 
that very night; though the execution of this 
plan was extremely difficult, becauſe my father 
was upon the alarm, and my own maid, who 
was my bedfellow, altogether in his intereſt. 
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Notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, I found 
means to engage one of the houſe-maids in my 
behalf, who beſpoke an hackney-coach, to be 
kept in waiting all night; and to bed I went 
with my Abigail, whom (as I had not cloſed an 
eye) I waked about five in the morning, and 
ſent to pack up ſome things for our intended 
journey. 

While ſhe was thus employed; I Pay up, and 
huddled on my cloaths, ſtanding upon my pil- 
low, leſt my father, who lay in the chamber 
below, ſhould hear me afoot, and 9 80 my 


deſign. 
Having drefled myſelf mich. great diſpatch 


and diſorder, I flounced down ftairs, ſtalking as 
heavily as I could tread, that he might miſtake 
me for one of the ſervants; and my confederate 
opening the door, I ſallied out into the ſtreet, 
though I knew not which way to turn; and, to 
my unſpeakable. mestibsaten, neither coach 
nor chair appeared. . 
Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope 
of finding a convenience; and being not only 
diſappointed in that particular, but alſo bewil- 
dered in my peregrination, I began to be exceed- 
ingly alarmed with the apprehenſion of being 
met by ſome perſon who might know me; be- 
cauſe, in that caſe, my deſign would undoubted- 
ly have been diſcovered, from every circumſtance 
of my appearance at that time of day; for I 
had put on the very cloaths which I had pulled off 
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over- night, ſo that my dreſs was altogether odd 
and peculiar: my ſhoes were very fine, and over | 
a large hoop I wore 4 pink ſattin quilted petti- 
coat trimmed with ſilver, which was partly co- 
vered by a white dimity night-gown, a full quar- 
ter of a yard too ſhort: my handkerchief and 
apron were hurried on without pinning; my 
night-cap could not contain my hair, which 
hung about my ears in great diſorder, and my 
countenance denoted a mixture of hope and fear, 
Joy and ſhame. 

In this dilemma, I 5555 my addreſſes to that 
honourable member of ſociety a ſhoe- black, 
whom I earneſtly intreated to provide me with 
a coach or chair, promiſing to reward him libe- 

rally for his trouble; but he having the misfor- 
tune to be lame, was unable to keep up with 
my pace; ſo that by his advice and direction, 
I went into the firſt public-houſe I found open, 
where I ſtayed ſome time, in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation, among a crew of wretches whom I 
thought proper to bribe for their civility, not 
without the terror of being ſtripped. At length, 
however, my meſſenger returned with a chair, 
of which I took immediate poſſeſſion; and fear- 
ing that, by this time, my family would be a- 
larmed, and fend directly to lord W—m's lodg- 
'ings, I ordered myſelf to be carried thither 
backwards, that ſo I might paſs undiſcovered. 
This ſtratagem ſucceeded according to my 


wiſh; I ran vp ſtairs, in a ſtate of trepidation, . 
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to my faithful lover, who waited for me ' with 
the moſt impatient and fearful ſuſpenee. At 
ſight of me, his eyes lightened with tranſport; he 
caught me in his arms, as the richeſt preſent hea- 
ven could beſtow; gave me to underſtand, that 
my father had already ſent to his lodgings in queſt 
of me; then applauding my love and reſolution 
in the moſt rapturous terms, he ordered a hack- 
ney-coach to be called, and that we might run 
no riſk of ſeparation, attended me to church, 
where we were lawfully rede in the ſight of 
heaven. ONES 

His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation: I dreaded the fight of 
my father, and ſhared all the forrow he ſuſfered 
on account of my undutiful behaviour: for I 
loved him with ſuch piety of affection, that I 
would have endured every other ſpecies of di- 
ſtreſs, rather than have given bim the leaſt un- 
eaſineſs; but love (where he reigns in full em- 
pire) is altogether irreſiſtible, ſurmounts every 
difficulty; and ſwallows up all other conſiderati- 
ons. This was the caſe with me; and now the 
irrevocable ſtep was taken, my firſt care was to 
avoid his fight. With this view, I begged that 
lord W—m would think of ſome remote place 
in the country, to which we might retire for the 
preſent ;' and he forthwith conducted me to a 
houſe on Blackheath, where we were very civilly 
received by a laughter-loving dame, who ſeemed 
to miſtake me for one of her on ſiſter- hood. 
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J no ſooner perceived her opinion, than I de- 


| fired lord W—m to undeceive her; upon which 


ſhe was made acquainted with the nature of my 
ſituation, and ſhewed us into a private room, 
where I called for pen and paper, and wrote an 
apology to my father, for having acted contrary 
to his will, in ſo important a concern. 


This taſk being performed, the bridegroom 
gave me to underſtand, that there' was a neceſh:y 


for our being bedded immediately, in order to 


render the marriage binding, leſt my father ſhould 


diſcover and part us before conſummation. I 
pleaded hard for a reſpite till the evening, object- 
ing to the indecency of going to bed before noon ; 
but he found means to invalidate all my argu- 
ments, and to convince me, that it was now my 
duty to obey. Rather than hazard the imputa- 
tion of-being obſtinate and refra&tory on the firſt 
day of my probation, I ſuffered myſelt to be led 
into a chamber, which was darkened by my ex- 
preſs ſtipulation, that my ſhame and confuſion 
might be the better concealed, and yielded to the 
privilege of a dear huſband, who loved me to a- 
doration. | | | 
About five o clock i in the afternoon we were 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be 
ready at four; but ſuch a paltry care had been 
forgot, amidſt the tranſports of our mutual bliſs. 
We got up, however, and when we came down 
ſtairs, I was aſhamed to ſee the light of day, or 


H 2 


"XK 


388 THE ADVENTURES OF 


meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I ate little, 
ſaid leſs, was happy, though overwhelmed with 
confuſion, underwent a thouſand agitations, ſome 
of which were painful, but by far the greater 
part belonged to rapture and delight ; we were 
imparadiſed in the gratification of our mutual 
wiſhes, and felt all that love can beſtow, and ſen- 
| ie enjoy. | 

In the twilight we returned to lord W—m's 
lodgings in town, where I received a letter from 
my father, importing, that he would never ſee 
me again. But there was one circumſtance in 
his manner of writing, from which I conceived 
a happy preſage of his future indulgence. He 
had begun with his uſual appellation of Dear 
Fanny, which, tho' it was expunged to make 
way for the word Madam, encouraged me to 
hope that his paternal fondneſs was not yet ex- 
. tinguiſhed. 

At ſupper we were viſited by lord Woah 
younger lifter, Who laughed at us for our incon- 
ſiderate match, though, ſhe owned, ſhe envied 
our happineſs, and offered me the ufe of her 
cloaths, until I could retrieve my own. She 
was a woman of a great deal of humour, plain 
but genteel, civil, frjendly, and perfectly well 
bred. She favoured us with her company till 
the night was pretty far advanced, and did 
not take her leave till we retired to our apart- 
ment. | 
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As our lodgings were not ſpacious or magni- 
cent, we reſolved to ſee little company; but. 

this reſolution was fruſtrated by the numerous 

acquaintance of lord W—m, who let in half the 
town; ſo that I ran the gauntlet for a whole 
week among a ſet of wits, who always delight in. 
teazing a young creature of any note, when ſhe 
happens to make ſuch a ſtolen match. Among 
thoſe that viſited us upon this occaſion, was my 
lord's younger brother, who was at that time 
in keeping with a rich heireſs of maſculine- 
memory, and took that opportunity of making a. 
parade with his equipage, which was indeed 
very magnificent, but altogether diſregarded by 
us, whoſe happineſs conſiſted in the opulence of: 
mutual love. 

This ceremony of receiving viſits being per- 
formed, we went to wait on his mother the 
dutcheſs of H —-, who hearing I was an heir- 
eſs, readily forgave her ſon for marrying with- 
out her knowledge and conſent, and favoured us. 
with a very cordial reception; inſomuch that for 
ſeveral months we dined almoſt conſtantly at her 
table; and I muſt own, I always found her un- 
altered in her civility and affection, contrary to 


ber general character, which was haughty and 


caprici ous. She was undoubtedly a woman of 
great ſpirit and underſtanding, but ſubject to an 


infirmity which very much impairs and diſguiſes 
every other qualification. 
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In about three weeks after our marriage, I 
was ſo happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my 
father, to whoſe houſe we repaired, in order to 
pay our reſpects and ſubmiſhon. At ſight of me 
he wept z nor did 1 behold his tears unmoved, 
my heart was over-charged/ with tenderneſs and 


 foxrow for having offended ſuch an indulgent 


parent; ſo that I mingled my tears with his, 
while my dear huſband whoſe ſoul was of the 
ſofteſt and gentleſt mould, melted with ſympa- 
thy at the affecting ſcene. 

Being thus reconciled to my father, we aitond- 
ed him into the country, where we were received 
dy my mother, who was a ſenſible good woman, 
though not ſuſceptible to love, and, therefore, 
leſs apt to excuſe a weakneſs, to which ſhe was 
an utter firanger. This was likewiſe the caſe 
with an uncle, from whom I had great expecta- 
tions. He was a plain good natured man, and 
treated us with great courteſy ; though his no- 
tions, in point of love, were not exaCtly con- 
formable to ours. Nevertheleſs, I was; and | 
ſeemed to be ſo happy in my choice, that my 
Family not only became ſatisfied with the match, 
but exceedingly fond of lord W——m. 

After a ſhort ſtay with them in the country, 
we returned to London, in order to be intro- 
duced at court, and then ſet out for the North, 
on a viſit to my brother-in-law the duke of H——, 
who had, by a letter ta lord W——m,' invited 


us to-bis. habitation. \Wy father accordingly. 


— 
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equipped us with horſes and money; for our 
own finances were extremely lender, conſiſting 
only of a ſmall penſion allowed by his grace, up- 
on whom the brothers were intirely dependent, 
the father having died ſuddenly, before ſuitable 
proviſion could be made for his younger children. 

When I took my leave of my relations, bid- 
ding adieu to my paternal home, and found my- 
ſelf launching into a world of care and trouble, 
though the voyage on which I had embarked was 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the perſon 
on whom I doted to diſtraction, I could not help 
feeling ſome melancholly ſenſations, which, how- 
ever, in a little time, gave way to a train of 
more ' agreeable ideas. I was viſited in town 
by almoſt all the women. of faſhion, many of 
whom, I perceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a 
man who had made ſtrange havock- among their 
hearts, and ſome of them knew the value of his 
favours. One in particular endeavoured to cul- 
tivate my friendſhip with ſingular marks of re- 
gard; but I thought proper to diſcourage her 
advances, by keeping within the bounds of bare 
civility; and indeed, to none of them was I la- 
viſh of my complaiſance; for I dedicated my 
whole time to the object of my affection, who 
engroſſed my wiſhes to ſuch a degree, that al- 
though I was never jealous (becauſe I had no 
reaſon to be ſo I enyied the happineſs of every 
woman whom he chanced at any time to hand. 


ata a coach. 
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The Jutcheſs of ———, who was newly Mar- 


ried to the earl of P—;, a paricular friend 
of lord W —— m's, carried me to court, and 
| preſented me to the queen, who expreſſed. her 
- approbation of my perſon. in very particular 
terms, and obſerved the ſatisfaction that appear- 
ed in my countenance, with marks of admirati- 
on; deſired her ladies to take notice, how little 
happineſs depended upon wealth, fince there was 
more joy in my face than in all her court beſides. 

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
me with bluſhes, which her. majeſty ſeemed to 
behold with pleaſure ; for ſhe frequently repeat- 
ed the remark, and ſhewed-me to all the foreign- 
ers of diſtinction, with many gracious expreſſions 
of favour. She wiſhed lord W — m happineſs 
inſtead of joy, and was pleaſed to promiſe, that 
ſhe would provide for her pretty beggars: and 
poor enough we certainly were in every article 
but love. Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſſities, 
but paſſed the ſummer in a variety of pleaſures 
and parties; the greateſt part of which were 
planned by lord W-——m's ſiſter and another 
lady, who was at that time miſtreſs to the prime 
miniſter. The firſt was a wit, but homely in 
her perſon ; the other, a woman of great buokty | 
and maſculine underſtanding ; and a particular 
friendſhip ſubſiſted between them, though they. 
were both loyers of power and admiration. 

This lady, who fat at the helm, was extremely: 
elegant as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in: 

Abet 
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many of which we bore a ſhare; particularly in 
her parties upon the water, which were contrived 
in all the magnificence of taſte. In the courſe 
of theſe amuſements, a trifling circumſtance oc- 
curred, which I ſhall relate as an inſtance of 
that jealous ſenſibility which characteriſed lord 
W-—-m's diſpoſition. A large company of ladies 
and gentlemen having agreed to dine at Vaux- 
hall, and ſup at Marblehall, where we propoſed 
to conclude the evening with a dance, one barge 
being inſufficient to contain the whole company, 
we were divided by lots; in conſequence of 
which, my huſband and I were parted. This 
ſeparation was equally. mortifying to us both, 
who, though married, were ſtill lovers; and 
my chagrin was increaſed, when I perceived that 
I was doomed to fit by Sir W——Y——, a man 
of profeſſed gallantry ; for, although lord W—m 
had, before his marriage, made his addreſſes to 
every woman he ſaw, I knew very well he did 
not deſire that any perſon ſhould make love to 
his wife. 4 | 

That I might not therefore give umbrage, by 
talking to this gallant, I converſed with a Scots 
nobleman, who, according to common report, 
had formerly ſighed among my admirers : by 
theſe means, in ſeeking to avoid one error, I 
unwittingly plunged myſelf into a greater; and 
diſobliged lord W —- m ſo much, that he could 
not conceal his diſpleaſure z nay, ſo deeply was he 
offended at my conduct, that in the evening, 

. 
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| when the ball began, he would ſcarce deign to 
take me by the hand in the courſe of dancing, 

and darted ſuch unkind looks as pierced me to 
the very foul. What augmented' my concern, 
was my ignorance of the treſpaſs.I had commit- 
ted. I was tortured with a thouſand uneaſy re- 
flections; l began to fear that I had miſtaken 
his temper, and given my heart to a man who 
was tired of pofleſſion; though I reſolved to bear 
without complatning the misfortune I had en- 
tailed upon myſelf. 

I ſeized the firſt opportunity of ſinking te to 
him, and thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his 
chagrin ; but, as there was no time for expoſtu- 
lation, the miſunderſtanding continued on his 
fide, with ſuch evident marks of uneaſineſs, that 
every individual of the company made up to me 
and inquired about the cauſe of his diſorder ; ſo 
that I was fain to amuſe their concern, by ſaying, 
that he was ill the day before, and dancing did 
not agree with his conſtitution. So much-was 
he incenſed by this unhappy circumſtance of my 
conduct, which was void of all intention to offend 
him, that he determined to be revenged of me 
for my indiſcretion, and at ſupper, chancing to 
fit between two very handſome ladies, (one of 
whom is lately dead, and the other, at preſent, 
my neighbour in the country) he affected an air 
of gaiety, and openly coquetted with them both. 

This was not the only puniſhment he inflicted 


on his innocent wife. In the courſe of our en- 
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tertainment, we engaged in ſome ſimple diver- 


fion, in conſequence: of which, the gentlemen 


were. ordered to ſalute the ladies ; when lord 
W — m, in performing this command, unkindly 
neglected me in my turn; and I had occaſion 
for all my diſcretion and pride, to conceal from 
the company, the agonies I felt at this mark of 
indifference and diſreſpet. However, I obtain- 
ed the victory over myſelf, and pretended to 
laugh at his huſband-like behaviour, while the 
tears ſtood in my eyes, and my heart ſwelled 
even to burſting. 

We broke up about five, after having ſpent 
the moſt tedious evening I had ever known; 
and this offended lover went to bed in a ſtate of 


ſullen ſilence and diſguſt. Whatever deſire I had 


to come to an explanation, I thought myſelf fo 
much aggrieved by his unreaſonable prejudice, 
that I could not prevail upon myſelf to demand 
a conference, till after his firſt -nap, when my 
pride giving way to my tenderneſs, I claſped him 


in my arms, though he pretended to diſcourage _ 


theſe advances of my love: I aſked how he could 
be ſo unjuſt as to take umbrage at my civility to 
a man whom, he knew, I bad refuſed for his 
ſake. I chid him for his barbarous endeavours 
to awake my- jealouſy, and uſed ſuch irreſiſtible 


arguments in my own- vindication, that he was 


convinced of my innocence, ſealed my acquittal 


with a kind embrace, and we mutually enjoyed 


the ſoft tranſports of a fond reconciliation. 
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| Never was paſſion more eager, delicate, or 
— unreſerved, than that which glowed within out 
breaſts. Far from being cloyed with the poſſeſ- 
ſion of each other, our raptures ſeemed to in- 
creaſe with the term of our union. When we 
were parted, though but for a few hours, by the 
neceſſary avocations of life, we were unhappy 
during that brief ſeparation, and met again, like 
lovers who knew no joy but in one another's 
preſence. How many delicious evenings did we 
ſpend together, in our little apartment, after we 
had ordered the candles to be taken away, that 
we might enjoy the agreeable reflexion of the 
moon in a fine ſummer's evening. Such a mild 
and ſolemn ſcene naturally diſpoſes the mind to 
. peace and benevolence; but when improved 
with the converſation of the man one loves, it 
| Fills the imagination with ideas of ineffable de- 
light! For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, my 
beart was ſo. wholly engroſſed by my huſband, 
that I never took pleaſure in any diverſion, where 
he was fiot perſonally concerned; nor was I ever 
guilty of one thought PORE to my duty and 

my love. 

In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and 
were met on the road by the duke aud twenty 
gentlemen, who conducted us to Hu, where 
we lived in all imaginable ſplendor. His grace, 
at that time, maintained above an hundred ſer- 
vants, with a band of muſic, which always per- 
formed at dinner, kept 1575 table, and was viſited 
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by a great deal of company. The ceconomy of 
his houſe was ſuperintended by his eldeſt ſiſter, a 
beautiful young lady of an amiable temper, with 
whom I ſoon contracted an intimate friendſhip. 
She and the duke uſed to rally me upon my 


fondneſs for lord W—m, who was a ſort of an 
humouriſt, and apt to be in a pet, in which caſe 


he would leave the company, and go to bed by 
ſeven o'clock in the evening. On theſe occaſi- 
ons, I always diſappeared, giving up every conſi- 


deration to that of pleaſing my huſband, not- 
withſtanding the ridicule of his relations, who 


taxed me with having ſpoiled bim with too much 


indulgence. | But how could I expreſs too much 


| tenderneſs and condeſcenſion for a man, who 
doated upon me to ſuch excels, that when buſi- 
neſs obliged him to leave me, he always ſnatched 
the firſt opportunity to return, and often rode 


through darkneſs, ſtorms and tempeſts, to my 
arms. | 


. 


Having ſtayed about ſeven months in this place, 


I found myſelf in a fair way of being a mother; 
and that I might be near my own relations, in 
ſuch an intereſting ſituation, I and my dear com- 
panion departed from H—n, not without great 
reluctance; for I was fond of the Scots in gene- 
ral, who treated me with great hoſpitality and 
reſpeCt; and to this day, they pay me the com- 
pliment of ſaying, I was one of the beſt wives 


in that country, which is ſo juſtly celebraed for 
good women. 8 | 
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Lord W—m having attended me to my fathers 
houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland, to ſup- 
port his intereſt in being elected member of 
parliament ; 3 ſo that he took his leave of me, 
with a full reſolution of ſeeing me again, before 
the time of my lying in; and all the comfort I 
enjoyed in his abſence, was' the peruſal of his 
letters, which I punCtually received, together 
with thoſe of his ſiſter, who, from time to time, 
favoured me with aſſurances of his,conſtancy and 
devotion. Indeed theſe teſtimonials were neceſ- 
ſary to one of my diſpoſition ; for I was none of 
thoſe who could be contented with half an heart. 
I could not even ſpare one complacent look to 
any other woman, but expected the undivided 
homage of his love. Had I been diſappointed in 
this . 1 ſhould ( ogy a ert have 
rebelled or died. a 
Mean while, my parents treated me with great 
tenderneſs, intending that lord W m ſhould 
be ſettled in a houſe of his own, and accommdda- 
ted with my fortune; and his expectations from 
the queen were very ſanguine, when I was taken 
ill, and delivered of a deadchild ; an event which 
affected me extremely. When I underſtood the 
extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
ſuch violence, that my breaſt could ſcarce con- 
tain it; and my anxiety being aggravated by the 
abſence of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, 
of which he was no ſooner appriſed by letter, 
than he came poſt from Scotland; but before 


his arrival, it was ſuppoſed to be in a fair way. 
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During this journey, he was tortured with all 
that terrible ſuſpence, which prevails in the 
minds of thoſe who are in danger of loſing that 
' which is moſt dear to them; and when he en- 
tered the houſe, was ſo much over- whelmed with 
apprehenſion, that he durſt not inquire about the 
ſtate of my health. _ 

As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from 
the time on which I expetted his return; and 
when I heard his voice, I threw open my cur- 
tains, and ſat up in the bed to receive bim, though 
at the hazard of my life He run towards me 
with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, and claſped me 
in his arms; he kneeled by my bed-fide, kiſſed 
my hand a thouſand times, and wept with tran- 
ſports of tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this meet- 
ing was ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled 
conſtitution z and we were parted by thoſe who 
were wiſer than ourſelves, and ſaw that nothing 
was ſo proper for us as alittle repoſe.” 

But how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſiti- 
tion from envied happineſs to exceſs of miſery, 
which I now ſuſtained | My month was hardly 
up, when my dear huſband was taken ill: per- 
haps the fatigue of body as well as mind, which 
he had undergone on my account, occaſioned a 
fatal ferment in his blood, and his health” fell a 
ſacrifice to his love. Phyſicians were called from 
London ; but alas!. they brought no hopes of his 
recovery. By their advice, he was removed to 
town, for the convenience of being puntually at - 
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tended. Every moment was too precious to be 
thrown away; be was therefore immediately put 
into the coach though the day was far ſpent; 
and I, though exceedingly weak, accompanied 
him in the journey; which was performed by the 
light of flambeaus, and rendered unſpeakably 
ſhocking, by the diſmal apprehenſion of ue 
him every moment. 

At length, however, we arrived at our lod- 
gings in Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the 


floor, and attended the ifſue of his diſtemper, in 


all the agonies of horror and deſpair. In a little 
time his malady ſettled upon his brain, and in 


his delirium, he uttered ſuch dreadful exclamati- 


ons, as were ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage 


heart. What effect then muſt they have had on 


mine, which was fraught with every ſentiment of 
the moſt melting affeCtion ! It was not a common 


grief that took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; 1 felt all 
the aggravation of the moſt acute diſtreſs. 1 


ſometimes ran down to the ſtreet in a fit of di- 


ſtraction: I ſent for the doctors every minute: I 
wearied heaven with my prayers; even now my 
heart akes at the remembrance of what I ſuffered, 


and I cannot without trembling proceed with 
the woeful ſtory. _ 

Afterthaving lain inſenſible ſome days, he re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thouſand times repeated 


while he was bereft of reaſon. All hopes of 
his life was now relinquiſhed, and I was led to 


* 
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his bed-ſide to receive his laſt adieu, being di- 
rected to ſummon all my fortitude and ſuppreſs 
my ſorrow, that he might not be diſturbed by 
3 my agitation. I collected all my reſolution to 
i ot ſupport me in this affecting ſcene: I ſaw my 


dear lord in extremity. The beautics of his. 
youth were all decayed; yet his eyes, though: 
languid, retained unſpeakable ſweetneſs and 


expreſſion. He felt his end approaching, dut. 
forth his hand, and with a look full of compla- 
cency and benevolence, uttered ſuch a tender 
tale——Good heaven |! how had I deſerved ſuch 
accumulated afflition ! the bare remembrance 
of which now melts me into tears. Human 
nature could not undergo my ſituation, without 
ſuffering an extaſy of grief! I claſped him in 
my arms, and kiſſed him a thouſand times, with 
the moſt violent emotions of woe : but I was 
torn from his embrace, and in a little time he. 
was raviſhed for ever from my view. 5-8 
On that fatal morning, which put a period to- 
his life, I ſaw the dutcheſs of L— approach 
my bed, and, from. her appearance, concluded 
that he was no more; yet I begg'd ſhe would 
not confirm the unhappy preſage, by announcing 
2 his death; and ſhe accordingly preſerved the 
moſt emphatic ſilence. I pot up, and trod ſoft- 
ly over his head, as if I had been afraid of in- 
terrupting his repoſe. Alas! he was no longer 
ſenſible of ſuch diſturbance. I was ſeized with 
a ſtupefaCtion of ſorrow : I threw. up the win- 
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dow, and looking around, thought che ſun ſhone 
with the moſt diſmal aſpect; every thing was 
folitary, chearleſs, and replete with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of 
my friend, conveyed to. her houſe, where my fa- 
culties were ſo overpowered by the load of an- 
guiſh which oppreſſed me, that I know not what 
paſſed during the firſt days. of my unhappy wi- | 
dowhood ; this only I know, the kind dutcheſs 
treated me with all imaginable care and com- 
paſſion, and carried me to. her country-houſe, 
where I ſtayed ſome months; during which, 
ſhe endeayoured to comfort me with all the a- 
muſements ſhe could invent, and laid me under 
ſuch obligations, as ſhall never be eraſed from 
my remembrance ;' yet, notwithſtanding all het 
care and concern, I was, by my'exceſs of grief, 
plunged into a languiſhing diſtemper, for which 
my phyſicians adviſed me to drink the Bath 
waters. | 

In compliance with this 3 I went 
| thither towards the end of ſummer, and found 
ſome benefit by adhering to their directions; 
though I ſeldom went abroad, except when I 
viſited my ſiſter-in-law, who was there with the 
princeſs ; and upon theſe occaſions, I never fail- 
ed to attract the notice of the company, who 
were {truck with the appearance of ſuch a young 
creature in weeds. Nor was I free from the per- 
ſecution of profefſed admirers ; but being dead 
to all joy, I was deaf to the voice of adulation,. 
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- About Chriſtmas, I repaired to my father's 
houſe, where my ſorrows were revived by every 
object that recalled the idea of my dear lamented 
lord. But theſe melancholy reflections I was 
obliged to bear, becauſe I had no other home or 
habitation, being left an unprovided widow, al- 
together dependent on the affeCtion of my own 
family. 3 . 
During this winter, divers overtures were 
made to my father, by people who demanded me 
in marriage; but my heart was not yet ſufficient- 
ly weaned from my former paſſion, to admit the 
thoughts of another maſter. Among thoſe that 
preſented their propoſals, was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of lord 
W—m's death, came poſt from Paris, in order 
to declare his paſſion. He made his firſt appear- 
ance in a hired chariot and fix, accompanied.by 
a big fat fellow, whom (as I afterwards learn'd) 
be had engaged to ſound his praifes, with the 
promiſe of a thouſand pounds, in lieu of which 
he paid him with forty. Whether it was with 
a view of ſcreening himſelf from the cold, or of 
| making a comfortable medium in caſe of being 
overturned, and falling under his weighty com- 
panion, I know not; but certain it is, the car- 
riage was ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, 
that when he. arrived, the ſervants were at ſome 
pains in rummaging and removing it, before they 
could come at their maſter, or.help him to alight. 
When he was lifted out of the chariot, he exhi- 
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bited a very ludicrous figure to the view; he was. 
a thin, meagre, ſhivering creature, of a low 
ſtature, with little black eyes, a long noſe, fallow 
complexion, and pitted with the ſmall-pox, dreſ- 
ſed in a coat of light brown frize, lined with pink 
coloured ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and bag, 
and (if I remember aright) a pair of huge jack- 
boots. In a word, his whole appearance was ſo 
little calculated for inſpiring love, that I had (on 
the ſtrength of ſeeing him once before at Oxford) 
ſet him down as the-laſt man on earth, whom 
I would chuſe to wed; and I will venture to 
affirm, that he was in every particular the very 
reverſe of my late huſband. 

As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but 
one evening, and left his errand with my mo- 
ther, to whom he was as difagreeable as to my- 
ſelf; ſo that his propoſal was abſolutely rejected. 
And I heard no more of him during the ſpace 
of three whole months, at the expiration of 
which, I went to town, where this mortifying 
Ggure preſented itſelf again, and renewed his 
fuit, offering ſuch advantageous terms of ſettle. 
ment, that my father began to. reliſh the match, 
and warmly W GE, it to my conſideration. 

Lord W—m's relations adviſed me to em- 
brace the opportunity of making myſelf indepen- 
dent; all my acquaintance plied me with argu- 
ments to the ſame purpoſe: I was uneaſy at 
home, and indifferent to all mankind. I weigh- 
ed the motives with the objections, and with. 
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reluQanee yielded to the importunity of my- 
friends. 

In conſequence of this determination, the little 
gentleman was permitted to vilit me; and the 
manner of his addreſs did not at Fall alter the o- 
pinion I had conceived of his character and un- 
derſtanding. I was even ſhocked at the proſpect 
of marrying a man whom I could not love; and 
in order to diſburthen my own conſcience, took 
an opportunity of telling him one evening, as 
we ſat oppoſite to each other, that it was not in 
my power to command my affection, and there- 
fore he could not expect the poſſeſſion of my heart, 
lord W m's indulgence having ſpoiled me 
for a wife; nevertheleſs, I would endeavour to 
contract a friendſhip for him, which would in- 
tirely depend upon bis own behaviour. 

To this declaration he replied (to my great 
ſurpriſe) that he did not deſire me to love him, 
my friendſhip was ſufficient; and next day re- 
peated this ſtrange inſtance of moderation in a 
letter, which I communicated to my fiſter, who 
laughed heartily at the contents, and perſuaded. 
me, that ſince I could love no man, he was the 
8 perſon to be my huſband. 
Accordingly, the wedding cloaths and equipage 
being prepared, the day —the fatal day was fixed! 
on the morning of which, I went to the houſe of 
my brother-in-law Duke H — who loved me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family; a fa- 
mily which I ſhall always remember with love, 


— 
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honour, and eſteem. His grace received me in 
the moſt affectionate manner, ſaying, at parting, 
« Lady W „if he 2 not uſe you well, I 
will take you back again,” 

| The bridegroom and I met at Ox —— chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the Biſhop 
of W „ in preſence of his lordſhip's mother, 
my father and another lady. The nuptial knot 
being tied, we ſet out for my father's houſe in 
the country, and proceeded full twenty miles on 
our journey, before my lord opened his mouth; 
my thoughts having been all that time , 
on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſituati- 
on; for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. 
At length my father broke filence, and clapping 
his lordſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was - 
but a dull bridegroom; upon which, my lord 
gave him to underſtand, that he was out of ſpi- 
rits. This dejeCtion continued all the day, not- 
withſtanding the refreſhment of a plentiful din- 
ner, which he ate upon the road; and in the eyen- 
ing we arrived at the place of our deſtination, 
where we were kindly received by my mother, 
though ſhe had no liking to the match; and, af- 
ter ſupper, we retired to our apartment. 

It was here that I had occaſion to perceive the 
moſt diſagreeable contraſt between my preſent 
help-mate and my former lord. Inſtead of flying 
to my arms with all the eagerneſs of love and 
rapture, this manly repreſentative ſat moping in 
a corner, like a criminal on execution-day, and. 
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—— 


owned he was aſhamed to bed a woman, whoſe 
hand he had ſcarce ever touched. 

I could not help being affected with this 
puſillanimous behaviour; I remembered lord 
W — m, while I ſurveyed the object before me, 
and made ſuch a compariſon as filled me with 
horror and diſguſt: nay, to ſuch a degree did 
my averſion to this phantom prevail, that I began 
to ſweat with anguiſh at the thought of being 
ſubjected to his pleaſure : and when, after a long 
heſitgtion, he ventured to approach me, I trem- 
bled as if I had been expoſed to the embraces of a 
rattle-ſnake. Nor did the efforts of his love di- 
miniſh this antipathy. His attempts were like 


the pawnings of an imp, ſent from hell to ſeize 


and torment .ſome guilty wretch, ſuch as are 
exhibited in ſome dramatic performance, which I 
never ſee ated, without remembering my wed- 
ding night. By ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial, 
vexatious behaviour, was I tantalized, and robbed 


of my repoſe; and early next morning I got up, 


with a moſt ſovereign contempt for my bedfel- 
low, who indulged himſelf in bed till eleven. 
Having paſſed a few days in. this place, I went 
home with him to his houſe at Twickenham ; 
and ſoon after we were preſented at court, when 
the queen was pleaſed to ſay to my lord's mother, 
ſhe did not doubt that we ſhould be an happy 
couple, for I had been a good wife to my former 
huſband, | 
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Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in 
my new ſpouſe, he was not wanting in point of 
 liberality : I was preſented with a very fine cha- 
riot ſtudded with filver nails, and ſuch a profuſion 
of jewels as furniſhed a joke to ſome of my ac- 
quaintance, who obſerved that I. was formerly 
queen of hearts, but now metamorphoſed into 
the queen of. diamonds. I now alſo had an op- 
portunity (which I did not let flip) of paying lord 
W- m's debts from my privy purſe: and on 
that ſcore received the thanks of his elder bro- 
ther, who (though he had undertaken to diſ- 
charge them) delayed the execution of his pur- 
poſe, longer than I thought they ſhould remain 
unpaid. 'This uncommon ſplendor attracted the 
eyes and envy of my competitors, who were the 
more implacable in their reſentments, becauſe, 
notwithſtanding my marriage, I was as much as 
ever followed by the men of gallantry and. plea- 
ſure, among whom it is a conſtant maxim, that 
a woman never with-holds her affections from 
her huſband without an intention to beſtow 
them ſomewhere. elſe. I never appeared without 
a train of admirers, and my houſe in the country 
- wasalways crouded with gay young menof quality. 
Among thoſe who cultivated my good graces 
with the greateſt {kill and aſſiduity, were the earl 
C-—, and Mr 8 „brother to lord F=—. 
'The former of 8 in courſe of his addreſſes, 
treated me with an entertainment of ſurpriſing 
magnificence, diſpoſed into a dinner, ſupper and 
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ball; to which I, at his deſire, invited eleven 
ladies, whom he paired with the like number of 
his own ſex; ſo that the whole company a- 
mounted to twenty-four. We were regaled with 
a molt elegant dinner in an apartment which 
was altogether ſuperb, and ferved by gentlemen 
only, no livery ſervant being permitted to come 
within the door. In the afternoon we embarked 
in two ſplendid barges, being attended by a band 
of muſic in a third; aud enjoyed a delightful 
evening upon the river, till the twilight, when 
we returned and began the ball, which was con- 
duCted with ſuch order and taſte, that mirth and 
good humour prevailed. No difſatisfation ap- 
peared, except in the countenance of one old 
maid, ſince married to a ſon of the duke of ——, 
who, though ſhe would not refuſe to partake of 


ſuch an agreeable entertainment, was diſpleaſed 


that I ſhould have the honour of inviting her. 
O baleful Envy! thou ſelf-tormenting fiend! 
How doſt thou predominate in all afſemblies, 
from the grand gala of a court to the meeting of 
ſimple peaſants at their harveſt- home! Nor is the 
prevalence of this ſordid paſſion to be wondered 
at, if we conſider the weakneſs, pride, and vanity 
of our ſex. The preſence of one favourite man 
ſhall poiſon the enjoyment of a whole company, 


and produce the moſt rancorous enmity betwixt 


the cloſeſt friends. . 
I danced with the maſter of 88 ball, who em- 


ployed all the artillery of his eloquence in making 
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love; yet I did not liſten to his addrefles, for he 
was not to my taſte, though he poſſeſſed an agree- 
able perſon, and a good acquired underſtanding 3 
but he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevail. 
ing art which I afterwards experienced in Mr 
8—, and which was the only method he could 
have ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing a young 
woman like me, born with ſentiments of ho- 
nour, and trained-up in the paths of religion and 
virtue. This young gentleman was, indeed, ab- 
ſolutely maſter of thoſe inſinuating qualifications 
which few women of paſſion and ſenſibility can 
reſiſt; and had a perſon every way adapted for 
profiting by theſe infidious talents. He was well 
acquainted with the human heart, conſcious of 
his own power and capacity, and exerciſed theſe 
endowments with unwearied perſeverance. He 
was tall and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly a- 
greeable tomy taſte, with large blue eloquent eyes, 
good teeth, and a long head turned to gallantry. 

His behaviour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, and 
all his advances were conducted with the moſt 
profound reſpect; which is the moſt effectual 
expedient a man can uſe againſt us, if he can find 
means to perſuade us, that it proceeds from the 
exceſs and delicacy of his paſſion. It is no other 
than a ſilent compliment, by which our accom- 
pliſhments are continually flattered, and pleaſes in 
proportion to the en enden * him 


who pays it. 
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By theſe arts and advantages this conſummate 
politician in love began by degrees to ſap the 
foundations of my conjugal faith; be ſtole im- 
perceptibly into my affection, and by dint of op- 
portunity, which he well knew how to improve, 
triumphed, at laſt, over all bis rivals. : + | 

Nor was he the only perſon that diſputed my 
heart with earl C ——- That nobleman was alſo 
rivalled by lord O H, a Scotehman, who 
had been an intimate and relation of my former 
huſband. Him 1 would have preferred to moſt 
of his competitors, and actually coquetted with 
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him for ſome time; but the amour was irfferrup- 


ted by his going to Ireland; upon which occaſi- 


on, underſtanding that he was but indifferently 


provided with money, I made him a preſent of a 
gold fnuff hox, in which was incloſed a bank- 
note; a trifling mark of my eſteem, which he 
afterwards juſtified by the moſt grateful, friendly, 
and genteel behaviour; and as we correſponded 
by letters, I frankly told him, that Mr S—— had 
ſtept in, and won the pra: Fein all the ent of 

my admirers. x ode ih 
This new favourite's mother and ſiſters, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my conſtant 
companions; and, in conſequence of this intima- 
cy, he never let a day paſs without paying his 
reſpects to me in perſon 3 nay, ſo ingenious was 
he in contriving the means of promoting his ſuit, 
that whether I'rode or walked, went abroad or 
ſtayed at home, he was always of courſe one of 
. K 2 
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the party; ſo that his deſign ſeemed to ingroſs 
his whole vigilance and attention. Thus be 


ſtudied my diſpoß tion; and eſtabliſhed himſelf in 


my good opinion at the ſame time. He found 


my heart was ſuſceptible of every tender impreſ- 


fion, and ſaw that I was not free from the vanity 
of youth; he bad already acquired my friend- 
ſhip and eſteem, from which he knew there was 
a ſhort and eaſy tranſition to love. By his pene- 
tration, chooſing proper ſeaſons for the theme, he 


 urged'it with ſuch pathetic vows and artful adu- 


lation, as well might captivate a young woman 
of my complexion and inexperience, and circum- 


ſtanced as I was, with a huſband e had 
ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe.? | 


Though he thus made an infen6ble vidinek; 
in my heart, he did not find my virtue an eaſy 
conqueſt; and I myſelf was ignorant of the ad- 
vantage he had gained, with regard to my incli- 
nations, until I was convinced of his ſucceſs by 


an alarm of jealouſy which I one day felt, at ſee- 


ing him engaged in converſation with another 
lady. I forthwith recognized this ſymptom. of 
love, with which I had been formerly acquaint- 


ed, and trembled at the diſcovery of my own 
_ weakneſs. I underwent a ſtrange agitation and 
| mixture of contrary ſenfations: I was pleaſed 


with the paſſion, yet aſbamed of avowing it even 
to my o.] n mind. The rights of a huſband 
(though mine was but a nominal one) occurred 


# 
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to my reflection, and virtue, modeſty, and er 
forbad me to cheriſh the guilty flame. 

While I encouraged. theſe laudable e 
and reſolved to ſacriſice my love to duty and re- 
putation, my lord was almoſt every day employ- 
ed in riding poſt to my father, with complaints 
of my conduct, which was hitherto irreproach- 
able; though the greateſt grievance which he 

pretended to have ſuffered, was my refuſing to 
comply with his defire, when. he entreated me 
to lie a whole hour every morning, with my 
neck uncovered, that by gazing he might quiet: 
the perturbation of his ſpirits. From this re- 
queſt you may judge of the man, as well as of 
the regard I muſt entertain for his character and 
diſpoſition. 

During the whole ſummer 1 be by 
my artful undoer, and in the autumn ſet out 
with my lord for Bath, where, by reaſon of the 
intimacy that ſubſiſted between our families, 
we lived in the ſame houſe with my lover and 
his ſiſter, who, with another agreeable young la- 
dy, accompanied us in this expedition. By this 
time Mrs — had extorted from me a con- 
feſſion of a mutual flame, though I aſſured him 
that it ſhould never induce me to give up 1 
the valuable poſſeſſions of an unſpotted eha- 
rater, and a conſcience void of offence. 1 
offered him all the enjoyment he could reap 
from an unreſerved intercourſe of ſouls, ab- | 
{trated from any ſenſual conſideration. He 
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eagerly embraced the Platonic propoſal, becauſe 
he had ſagacity enough to foreſee the iſſue of ſuch 
chimerical contracts, and knew me too well to 
think he could accompliſh his purpoſe without 
ſeeming to acquieſce in my own terms, and cultt- 
vating my tenderneſs under the ſpecious pretext. 
In conſequence. of this agreement we took all 
opportunities of ſeeing each other in private; and 
theſe interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſta- 
tions of diſintereſted love. This correſpondence, 
though dangerous, was (on my fide) equally in- 
nocent and endearing z and many happy hours 
we paſs'd, before my ſentiments were diſcovered. 
At length my lover was taken ill, and then my 
paſhon burſt out beyond the power of conceal- 
ment; my grief and anxiety became ſo conſpicu- 
ous-in my countenance, and my behaviour was 
fo indiſcreet, that every body in the houſe per- 
ceived the fituation of my Hh and en 
my conduct accordingly. 
Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, tho 
intentionally innocent. I bave lain whole nights 
by my lord, who teized and tormented me for 
that which neither I could give nor he could 
take, and ruminated on the fatal conſequence of 
this unhappy flame, until I was worked into a2 
fever of diſquiet. I ſaw there was no ſafety but 
in flight, and often determined to baniſh myſelf 
for. ever from the ſight of this dangerous intru- 
der. But my reſolution always failed at the 
approach of day, and my deſire of ſeeing bim as 
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conſtantly recurred: So far was 1 from perſiſting. 
in ſuch + commendable determinations, that, on 


the eve of our departure from Bath, I felt the 


keeneſt pangs of ſorrow at our approaching ſe- 


paration; and as we could not enjoy our private 
interviews at my houſe in town, I (promiſed to 
viſit him at bis on apartments, after he had 
ſworn by all that's ſacred, that he would take 
no ſiniſter advantage of my condeſcenſion, by 
preſuming upon the opportunities I ſhould give. 

He kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted: to it 
with fear and trembling, and perceived that my 
apprehenſion was not affected, but the natural 
concern of a young creature, diſtracted between 
love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never 
would have ſeen within his doors again. Inſtead 
of preſſing me with ſolicitations in favour of his 
paſſion, he was more than ever reſpectful and 
complaiſant ; ſo that I found myſelf diſengaged 
of all reſtraint, conducted the converſation, 
ſhortened and repeated my viſits, at my own 
pleaſure, till, at laſt, I became ſo accuſtomed to 
this communication that his houſe was as fami- 
liar to me as my own. 8 

Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my 
confidence, he reſumed the favourite topic of 
love, and warming my imagination by gradual 
advances on the ſubject, my heart began to pant; 
when he ſaw me thus moved, he ſnatched the 
fayourable occaſion to. practiſe all his eloquence 


and art. I could. not reſiſt his energy, nor ever. 
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fly from the temptation that aſſailed me, until he 
had obtained a promiſe. that he ſhould, at our 
next meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious ex- 
pectation. Upon this condition I was permit. 
ed to retire, and bleſſed heaven for my eſcape, 
fully determined to continue in the path of virtue 
I had hitherto trod, and. ſtifle the criminal flame, 
by which my peace and reputation were endan- 
gered. But his idea, which reigned in my 
heart, without controul, ſoon baffled all theſe 
prudent ſuggeſtions. ,, . 

I ſaw him again; and he reminded. me of my 
promiſe, which I endeavoured to evade with af- 
feed pleaſantry; upon which he manifeſted 
the utmoſt diſpleaſure and chagrin, ſhedding 
ſome crocodile tears, and upbraiding me with 

evity and, indifference. He obſerved, that he 
had ſolicited my favour for ten long months, 
without intermiſſion, and imagined I had held 
out ſo long on virtuous motives only; but now 
he could plainly perceive that his want of ſucceſs 
had been owing to my want of affection: and 
that all my profeſſions were inſincere: in a 
word, he perſuaded me, that his remonſtrances 
were juſt and reaſonable, I could not ſee the 
affliction of a man | loved, when I knew it was 
in my power to remove it ; and rather than for- 
fcit his opinion of my ſincerity and love, I con- 
{ſented to his with. My heart now flutters at the 
remembrance of the dear, though fatal indiſcre- 
tion; yet I reflect without remorſe, and even 
remember it with pleaſure. 
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If I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, 
I was reſolved” to bear it without repining; and 
ſure the - guilt (if there was any in my conduct) 
was but venial; for I conſidered myſelf as a per- 
ſon abſolved of all matrimonial ties, by the inſig- 
nificance of lord ———, who, though a nomi- 
nal huſband, was, in fact, a mere non-entity. 
I therefore contracted a new engagement with 
my lover, to which I reſolved to adhere with 
the moſt ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt 
intention of injuring my lord or his relations 
for had our mutual paſhon produced any viſible 
effects, I would immediately have renounced 
and abandoned my huſband for ever, that the 
fruit of my love for Mr $——, might not have 
inherited, to the detriment of the right heir. 
This was my determination, which I thought 
Juſt, if not prudent z and for which I have in- 
curred the imputation of folly, in the opinion. of 
this wie and honeſt generation, by whoſe exam- 
ple and advice I have, fince that time, been a 
little reformed in point of prudentials, though 
J ſtill retain a ſtrong.' tendency to return to 1 
primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr $——, after the ſacrifice 
I had made, and returned to my own bed, it, may 
perhaps be ſuppoſed that I ſlept but little, - True : 
was kept awake by the joyful impatience of revi- 
hting my lover. Indeed I neglected no opportu- 
nity of flying to his arms: when lord —— was 
in the country, we enjoyed each other's company 
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withdut interruption,” but when he reſided in 
town, our correſpondence was limited to ſtolen 
interviews, which were unſpeakably delicious, 
as genuine love preſided at the entertainment. 
Such was my bappineſs, in the courſe of this 
tender communication, that to this day I re- 
member it with pleaſure, though. it has coſt me 
dear in the ſequel, and was at that time enjoyed 
at a conſiderable expence; for I devoted myſelf 
ſo intirely to my lover, who was defirous of en- 
groſſing my time and thoughts, that my acquaint- 
ance, which was very numerous, juſtly" accufed 
me of neglect, and of conſequence cooled in their 
friendſhips : but I was all for love, or the-world 
well oft. And were the ſame opportunity to 


offer, I would act the ſame conduct over again. 
Some there are who poſſibly may wonder how 


I could love twice with ſuch violence of affection: 
but all ſuch obſervers muſt be unacquainted 
with the human heart. Mine was naturally 


adapted for the tender paſſions, and had been ſo 
fortunate, ſo cheriſhed, in its firſt impreſſions, 


that it felt with joy the ſame ſenſations revive, 
when influenced by the ſame engaging qualifica- 
tions. Certain it is, I loved the ſecond time as 
well as the firſt, and better was impoſſible. 1 
gave up my all for both : fortune and my father's 
favour for the one; reputation, friends, and for- 
tune for the other. "Yet, notwithſtanding this 
intimate connexion, I did not -relinquiſh the 
world all at once; on the contrary I ſtill appear- 
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ed at court, and attracted the notice and appro- 
bation of my royal patroneſs; I danced with the 
p— of W-; a circumſtance. which ſo nearly 
affected Mr 8—, who was preſent, that, in order 
to manifeſt his reſentment, he choſe the uglieſt 
woman in the ball for his partner; and I no | 
ſooner. perceived his uneaſineſs than I gave over, 
with a view of appeaſing his diſpleaſure. 
Without repeating particular circumſtances, 
let it ſuffice to ſay, our mutual paſſion was a per- 
fett copy of that wbich had ſubſiſted between 
me and my dear lord W—m. It was jealous, 
melting and delicate, and chequered with little 
accidents, which ſerve to animate and maintain 
the flame, in its firſt ardency of rapture. When 
my lover was ſick, I attended and nurſed him 
with indefatigable tenderneſs and care; and du- 
ring an indiſpoſition which I caught in the per- 
formance of this agreeable office, he diſcharged 
the obligation with all the warmth .of ſympathy 
and love. | 
It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phy- 
ſicians, that I ſhould. uſe the Bath-waters for the 
recovery of my health; and I ſet out for that 
place, glad of a pretence to be abſent from lord 
, with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. 
He had, about nine months after our marriage, 
deſired that we might ſleep in ſeparate beds, and 
gave a very whimſical reaſon for this propoſal. 
He ſaid, the immenſity of his love deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that ſome com- 
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merce with an object, to which his heart was 
not attached, might, by diminiſhing the tran- 
ſports of his ſpirits, tecompoſe his nerves, and 
enable him to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 
Lou may be ſure I made no objections to this 
3 which, was immediately put in execution. 
He made his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane, 
whoſe name (as he told me) was Mrs Rock. 
She made ſhift to extract ſome money from her 
patient; but his infirmity was beyond the power 
of her art; though ſhe made ſome miſchief be- 
tween us; and I communicated my ſuſpicion to 
duke H,, who intended to have expoſtulated 
with her upon the ſubject ; but ſhe got intima- 
tion of his deſign, and ſaved him the trouble, wy 
a precipitate retret. 
After my return from the Bath, SO Mr 
S— and I had lived happily, until we were inter- 
rupted by the arrival of my huſband, his lordſhip 


expreſſed an inclination of being my bedfellow 


again. In this particular I deſired to be excufed. 
L would not be the firſt to propoſe the ſeparation, 
which, though uſual in other countries, is, con- 
trary to the cuſtom of England, being unwilling 
to furniſh the leaſt handle for cenſure, as my 
character was ſtill unblemiſhed; yet, when the 
propoſal came from him, I thought myſelf intitled 
to refuſe a re- union, to which I e 
objeQed. 


'This oppoſition produced a -quarrel, which 
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began to talk of parting. My lord reliſhed the 
expedient agreeing to add three hundred pounds 
a year to my pin-money, which (by the bye) was 
never paid; and I renounced all ſtate and gran- 
deur, to live in a ſmall houſe that I hired at 
Caſe-horton, where I paſſed my time for two 
months, in a moſt agreeable retirement, with 
my dear lover. At length I was diſturbed by 
the intruſion of my lord, who moleſted me with 
viſits and ſolicitations to return, pretending that 
he had changed his mind, and inſiſting upon my 
compliance with his deſire. 

I exhauſted my invention in endeavours to 
evade his requeſt; but he perſecuted me without 
ceaſing: ſo that I was fain to capitulate, on 
condition that he ſhould immediately ſet out for 
France: and that he ſhould not preſume to ap- 
proach my bed till our arrival at Calais. We 
accordingly departed for that kingdom; and, 
far from infringing the leaſt article of our treaty, 
his lordſhip did not inſiſt upon his privilege, oo 
fore we reached the capital of France. _ 

Mean while, I began to feel the effect of my 
aaffien i in a very intereſting manner,. and com- 
municated my diſcovery to the dear author of 
it, who would not leave me in ſuch an affecting 
ſituation, but took the firſt opportunity of fol- 
OY us to France. 

In our road to Paris, we hopped to viſit Chan- 

tilly, a magnificient Chateau belonging to the 


prince of Conde, and there met by acccident with 
Vor. III. . L 
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ſome Engliſh noblömem to whom I was known. 


The prince and his ſiſters invited me very politely 


into the gallery where they fat. They compli- 
mented me on my perſon, and ſeemed to admire 
my dreſs which was altogether new to them, 
being a blue Engliſh riding- habit trimmed with 
gold, and an hat with a feather : They were par- 
ticularly well pleaſed with my hair, which hung 
down to my waſte, and preſſed me to ſtay a fort- 
night at their houſe ; an invitation which I was 


very much mortified at being obliged to refuſe, 


becauſe my lord did not underſtand the French 
language. I was inchanted with the place and the 


company, the women being amiable and the men 


polite 3 nor were they ſtrangers to my name and 


ſtory; for Mr S— calling at the ſame place a 
few days aſter, they rallied him on my account. 


When we arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I did 


was to metamorphoſe myſelf into a French wo- 
man. I cut off my hair, hid a very good com- 
plexion of my own with rouge, reconciled myſelf 
to powder, which I had never uſed before, put 
on a robe with a large hoop, and went to the 


 Thmilleries, full of ſpirits and joy; for at that 


time every thing conſpired to make me happy : : 
I had health,” youth and beauty, love, vanity and 
affluence, and found. myſelf ſurrounded with 


My appearance drew upon me the eyes of the 


whole company, who conſidered me as a ſtranger, 
but not a foreigner, ſo completely was I equip- 


| diverſions, which were gay, new and agreeable, 
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ped in the faſhion of the French z. and when 
they underſt ood Who I was, they applauded my 
perſon with the moſt laviſh encomiums, accor- 
ding to their known politeneſs. 

After having made à circuit round all the pu- 
blic places of entertainment in Paris, I was in- 


troduced into company, by an Engliſh family 


reſiding in that city; and among others, became 
acquainted with a French lady, whoſe charms 
were remarkably attractive. The duke of K— 
was her 'admirer; but ſhe lived in reputation 
with her mother and an agreeable ſiſter, whoſe 
lover was the prince of C— (for almoſt every 
lady in France has her Amanti.) 
With this charming wonan, whoſe name was 
Madam De la'T— , I often made parties of 


pleaſure, The duke, Mr 8 —, ſhe and I, uſed 


to meet in the Bois de Boulonge, which 1s a 
pleaſant wood at a ſmall diſtance from Paris, 


whither the company repairs, in the ſummer- 


ſeaſon, for the benefit of the air; and after ha- 
ving amuſed ourſelves among the groves, embark- 
ed in his grace's equipage, which was extremely 
elegant, being a calaſn drawn by fix fine long- 
tailed greys, adorned with ribbons in the 


French taſte; and thus we were conducted 


to a little inchanted, or at leaſt inchanting 
palace, poſſeſſed by the duke, at one end of 
the town. The lower apartment, appropri- 
ated to me, was furniſhed with yellow and 
filver, the bed ſurrounded with looking glaſſes, 
L 2 
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and the door opened into the garden, laid out - 


in à cradle-walk, and intervening parterres of 


roſes and other flowers. Above ſtairs my female 
companion lodged, in a chamber furniſhed with 


chintz. We ſupped all together in the ſaloon, 


which though ſmall was perfectly elegant. The 


company was always- good-humoured, the con- 
verſation ſprightly and joyous, and the ſcene, 
though often repeated, ſtill Wee and enter- 


taining. 
At other times, Mr 8 — and I aſed to paſs 


our evenings at the palace of the prince of C— 
which his highneſs lent us for our accommodati- 


on. The apartments opened into the gardens of 


the Luxembourg, and were, in point of magnifi- 
cence, ſuitable to the owner. Thither I uſed to 


repair, in a flaming equipage, on pretence of vi- 


ſiting, and ſpent the-beſt part of the night with 


him, who was dearer to me than all the papers 


in the world, | 

While I was happily engaged i in mel⸗ taviluug 
parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to 
recoyer his health by reſtoratives, and I know 
not what; for he ſtill lamented the enfeebling 
effects of his' paſhon, and complained that he 
loved me more like an angel than a woman, 


though he {trove to govern his affection accor- 


ding to the doctrines of the. Chriſtian religion, 
as he regulated his life by the maxims of Charles 
the twelfth of Sweden. The meaning of this 
declaration I could never learn; and indeed, I 


apy es 
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have been often tempted to believe he had no 
meaning at all. 


Be that as it will, I found my ſize vinbly 


increaſing, and my ſituation extremely uneaſy, 
on account of the perpetual wrangling which pre- 
vailed betwixt us, in conſequence of his defiring. 
to fleep with me again, after we had parted beds 
for the ſecond time : and, that I might be no- 
longer expoſed to ſuch diſagreeable perſecution, 


I reſolved to leave him, though at the hazard of. 


my life. 
Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh ambaſ- 


ſador in a hackney- coach; and in order to diſ- 
guiſe my youth, which might have pre- poſſeſſed 


him againſt my judgement, muffled myſelf up in 
a black hood, which (as he ſaid) inſtead of lend - 
ing an air of gravity to my countenance, added a 


wildneſs to my looks, which was far from being 
diſagreeable. He had been a gallant man in his 


youth, and even then, though well ſtricken in 
years, was not inſenſible to the power of beauty. 


This diſpoſition, perhaps rendered him more 


favourable to my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſ- 
ed me to return to my huſband; but: finding me 
obſtinate, he undertook to ſerve me in my own: 
way, and procure a protection from the French. 
king, by virtue of which, 1. could live at Pa- 
ris unmoleſted by my lord. Nevertheleſs, he 
adviſed me (if I was determined to leaye him): 
to make the beſt of my; N to 9 and ſue. 
for a divorce,” vo 
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I reliſhed his opinion, and concegled myſelf 
about three days in Paris, during which 1 bor. 
rowed ſome linen; for, as it was impoſſible to 
conyey any thing out of my own houſe without 
ſuſpicion, I had ne itber cloaths for my accom- 
modation, nor a ſervant to wait on me. 
In this ſolitary: condition I took. the road to 
Flanders, after I had put my lord upon a wrong 
ſcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and travelled through an unknown country, with- 
out any other attendant than the poſtilion, being 
ſubjected to this inconvenience by the laws of 
France, which are ſo ſevere in ſome particulars, 
that if any perſon had been apprehended with me, 
he would have ſuffered death, for going off with a 
man's wife; though any man might go to bed 
with the ſame woman, without fear of incurring 
any legal puniſnment. 

1 proceeded. night and day without 1 
on, that I might the ſooner reach Flanders, where 
I knew ſhould be ſafe, : and as the nights were 
exceſſively cold, I was faint to wrap myſelf up 
in flannel, which I bought for the purpoſe, as I 
bad no cloaths to keep me warm, and travelled 
in an open chaiſe. While we paſſed through 
dreary woods, quite remote from the habitations 
of men, I was not without apprehenſion of be- 
| ing ſtripped and murthered by the poſtilion; and, 
in all probability, owed my ſafety to the indi- 
gence of my appearance, which might alſo pro= | 
; 9 me in two miſerable places where. 1 Was, 
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obliged to lie, before I got out of the territories 
of France; for, as 1 could not reach the great 
towns where I. intended to lodge, 1 was under 
the neceſſity of putting up at little wretched ho- 
vels, where no proviſion was to be had, but ſour 
brown bread and ſourer cheeſe; and every thing 
ſeemed to denote the dens of 0 and _—_ 
fination. _ © N 
4 made ſhift, however; to ſubſiſt on this fare, 
uncomfortable as it was, confided in the mean- 
neſs of my equipage for the ſecurity of my per- 


ſon ; and It length arriving at Bruſſels, fixed my 
quarters in the Hotel de Flandre {ſo well known 


to the Engliſh ſince) where I thought myſelf ex- 
tremely happy in the accompliſhment of my flight: 
I had not been full two days in this place, 
when I was bleſſed with the fight of my lover, 
who followed me on the wings of love, in pur- 
ſuance of the plan we had projected before my 


departure from Paris. Here we concerted mea- 


ſures for proceeding to England. I hired a tall 
fine Liegeoiſe for a maid; and ſetting out for 
Oſtend, we embarked in a- veſſel, in which Mr 


8 had beſpoke our paſſage. Ourvoyage was 


. ſhort and Proſperous, and the time moſt agree- 
ably ſpent in the company of my dear partner, 
who was a moſt engaging man in all reſpects, 
as I dare ſay my lady O has fince found him. 

I affumed a fictitious name, took private lod- 


gings in Poland-ſtreet, retained lawyers, and 


ommenced a ſuit for ſeparation againſt my lord. 
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I communicated the reaſons of my elopement to 
my father, wh# was ſhocked and ſurpriſed at my 
conduct, which he condemned with expreſſions 
of ſorrow and reſentment. But the ſtep was 
taken; nor did I repent ef what I had done, 
except on his account. 

In the morning after my arrive! at London, 1 
waited upon the lord - chief. juſtice, to whom 1 


complained of the uſage I had received from my 


lord, whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, and 
intolerably capricious. Indeed his behaviour was 
a ſtrange compound of madneſs and folly, ſea- 
foned with a ſmall proportion of ſenſe: no won- 
der then that I, who am hot and baſty, ſhould 
be wretched, under the perfecution of ſuch a 
perverſe humouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and 
| ſcold at me the whole night without intermiſſi 
on, and ſhake my pillow from time. to time, 
that 1 might not ſleep, while he tormented me 
with his diſagreeable expoſtulations. I have been 
often frightened almoſt out of my ſenſes, at ſee- 
ing him convulſed. with the moſt unreaſonable 
paſſion; and chagrined to the bigheſt degree of 
diſguſt, to find (by. repeated obſervations his 
_ diſpoGtion ſo prepoſterous that his ſatisfaction 


and diſpleaſure never depended upon the cauſe 
he had to be ſatisfied or diſobliged z but, on the 
contrary, when he had moſt reaſon to be pleaſed 

he was always moſt diſcontented, and very of- 
ten in good humour, when. he had reaſon. e 
nough for vexation. 
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"While I lived i in Poland-ſtreet, I was engaged 
with lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, 
that L.could not dedicate my whole time, as uſu- 
al, to my lover; nor was it convenient that he 
ſhould be ſeen in my company; be therefore 
took a ſmall houſe at Camberwell, wh ither I 
went as often as I had an opportunity; and 
maintained the correſpondence with ſuch eager- 
neſs and induſtry, that although I was fix months 


gone with child, I have often, by myſelf, ſet out 


for his habitation, in a hackney-coach, at eleven 


o'clock at night, and returned by fix in the mor- 


ning, that I might be in my own bed, when my 
father came to ſee me; for coricealed my amour, 


as well as the effects of it, from his knowledge, 
and frequently took water from the Bridge, that 


my motions might not be diſcovered. Nothing 
but the moſt paſſionate love could have ſupport - 
ed my ſpirits under ſuch viciſſitudes of fatigue, 


or enabled my admirer to ſpend whole days by 


himſelf in ſuch a ſolitary retirement, 

By this time, my lord was arrived in England, 
and employed in diſcorering the place of my re- 
treat: ſo that I lived in continual alarm, and 
provided myſelf with a ſpeaking trumpet, which 
ſtood by my bed -· ſide, to be uſed in calling for 
aſſiſtance, in caſe my purſuer ſhould- make a an at · 
tack upon my lodgings. ; 

This ſituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
J had no ſooner begun my proceſs againſt him, 
than I put myſelf entirely under the protection 
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of Mr $S——, who conducted me to the houſe 
of a friend of his who lived in the country, 
where I was ſecure from the attempts of my 
huſband. . | 

The world had now given me up, and I had 
renounced the world with the moſt perfect re- 
ſignation. I weighed in my own breaſt what I 
ſhould loſe. in point of character, with what I 
ſuffered in my peace at home, and found, that 
my reputation was not to be preſerved, except at 
the expence of my quiet, (for his lordſhip was 
not diſpoſed to make me eaſy, had I been never 
ſo diſcreet.) I therefore determined to give up 
a few ceremonial. viſits, and empty profeſſions, 
for the more ſubſtantial enjoyments of life. 

We paſſed our time very agreeably, in various 
amuſements, with this friend of Mr S ——, until 
the term of my reckoning was almoſt expired, 
then returned to London, and took lodgings in 
Southampton-ſtreet, where I began to make pre- 
parations for the approaching occaſion. Here I 
propoſed to live with the utmoſt circumſpection. 
I diſguiſed my name, ſaw no body but my law- 
yer and lover, and never approached. the win- 
dow, leſt I ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 

Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French 
maid, - whom | had ſent for ſome of my cloaths, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by ſtorm. Had he given 
the affault in his own perſon only, I make no 
doubt but he would have ſuffered a repulſe, from 


* 
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the oppolition of the Liegeoiſe, who made all 
the reſiſtance in her power, but was obliged to 
give way to ſuperior number. * 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an un- 
uſual noiſe below, rung the bell, in order to 
know the cauſe of ſuch diſturbance. I drew my 
curtain at the ſame time, and who ſhould I ſee 
entering my chamber but his lordſhip, attended 
by a conſtable, and the footman who had diſco- 
vered my retreat! | 

Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to 
affect me with ſurprize and conſternation : how- 
ever, I ſummoned all my fortitude to my aid, 
and perceiving the fellows were about to open 
my window-ſhutters, deſired their principal to 
order them down ſtairs. He readily complied 
with my requeſt, and fitting down by my bed- 
hde, told me with an air of triumph, that he 
had found me at laſt; and I frankly owned that 
IL was heartily ſorry for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of 
upbraiding me with my eſcape, he proceeded to 
entertain me with all the news in town, and 
gave me a minute detail of every thing which 
had happened to him ſince our parting ; a- 
mong other articles of intelligence, giving me to 
underſtand, that he bad challenged Mr S——;, 
who refuſed to fight him, and was in diſgrace 
with the prince of W on that acdount. 

But here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to 
the naked truth: he had indeed, before our de- 
parture from the country, gone to my lover, and 
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inſiſted upon having ſatisfaction in Hyde-park 
two days from the date of his demand, and at 
three o'clock in the afternoon 3 8, believing 
him in earneſt, accepted the invitation; though 
he obſerved, that theſe affairs could not be dif- 
cuſſed too ſoon, and wiſhed the time of meeting 
might be at an carlier hour. But his Jordſhip 
did not chuſe to alter the circumſtances of his 
firſt propoſal ; and when he went away, ſald he 
ſhould expect him at the appointed time and 
place, if it did not rain. 

His antagoniſt gave me an account of' the 
converſation, when I aſſured him the whole 
bufineſs would end in ſmoke. .. Accordingly, my 
lord ſent him a letter on Monday, deſiring that 
the aſſignation might be deferred till Thurſday, 
that he night have time to ſettle his affairs, and 
Pay 5 an hundred pounds, which he had 
formerly borrowed of him. -When Thurſday 
came, he was favoured with another epiſtle, im- 
porting, that the challenger had changed his 
mind, and would ſeek ſatisfaction at law. Thus 
ended that heroic exploit, which his lordſhip 
now boaſted of with ſuch arrogant miſrepreſen- 
tation. . | 

Whilft he regaled me with theſe. intereſting 
particulars, I was contriving a ſcheme to fru- 
ſtrate the diſcovery he had made; ſo that I did 
not contradict his aſſertions, but told him, that 
if be would go down ſtairs, I would riſe and 
come to breakfaſt. He conſented to this propo- 
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fal with great chearfulneſs; and I own, I was 
not a little ſurprized to find him, at this firſt in- 
terview, in as good humour as if nothing had 
happened to interrupt the felicity of our matri- 
monial union. | 

It coſt me ſome invention to conceal my con- 
dition from his notice, being now within a week 
of the expected crifis; but I knew I had to do 
with a man of no great penetration, and ſucceed- 
ed in my attempt accordingly. We breakfaſted 
with great harmony, and I invited him to dinner, 
after having prevailed upon him to ſend away 
his myrmidons, whom, nevertheleſs, he ordered 
to return at eleven o'clock at night. We con- 
verſed together with great gaiety and mirth, 
When I rallied him for viſiting me in ſuch a 
diſhabille, he ſtood a tiptoe to view himſelf in 
the glaſs; and owning I was in the right, ſaid 
he would go and dreſs himſelf before dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return; and he was 
no ſooner gone than I wrote to Mr 8—. giving 
him an account of What had happened. Then, 
without having determined upon any certain 
plan, I huddled on my cloaths, muffled myſelf 
up, and called a chair, went to the next tavern, 
where I ſtayed no longer than was ſufficient to 
change my vehicle; and, to the aſtoniſhment of 
the drawers, who could not conceive the mean. 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to a ſhop in 


the neighbourhood, where I diſmiſſed my ſecond 
A 
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chair, and procured an hackney-coach, in which I 
repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I 
could truſt, Having made him acquainted with 
the circumſtances of my diſtreſs, and conſulted 
him about a proper place of retreat; after ſome 
recollection, he directed me to a little houſe in a 
court, to which, by the aſſiſtance of my lover, 
my woman and cloaths were ſafely conveyed 
that ſame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according 
to invitation, and did not ſeem at all alarmed 
when my maid told him I was gone, but ſtepped 
to my lawyer, to know if he thought I ſhould 
return, Upon his anſwering in the affirmative, 
and adviſing his lordſhip to go back in the mean 
time, and cat the dinner I had provided, he very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle of wine, and as I did not 

return according to his expectation, ae, 
in order to conſult his aſſociates. 

This motion of his furniſned my woman with 
an opportunity of making her retreat, and when 
he returned at night, the coaſt was clear, and he 
found no body in the houſe but a porter, who 
had been left to take care of the furniture. He 
was ſo enraged at this diſappointment, that he 
made a furious noiſe, which raiſed the whole 
neighbourhood, reinforced his crew with the 
authority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried in the 
ſtreet till three o'clock in he morning, diſ- 
charged a lodging he had hired at a barber's 
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ſhop, oppoſite to the houſe from which I had 
eſcaped, and retired with the comfortable re- 
flection of having done every thing which man 
could do to retrieve me. 

The hurry of ſpirits, and ſurprize I had under- 
gone in effeCting this retreat, produced ſuch a 
diſorder in my conſtitution, that I began to fear 
I ſhould be delivered before I could be provided 
with neceſſaries for the occaſion. I ſignified my 
apprehenſion to Mr 8, who, with infinite care 
and concern, endeavoured to find a more conve- 
nient place; and, after all his inquiries, was 
obliged to fix upon a paultry apartment in the 
city, though his tenderneſs was extremely ſhock- 
ed at the neceſſity of chooſing it. However, 
there was no. remedy, nor time to be loſt : to 
this miſerable habitation I was carried in an 9 
hackney- coach; and. though extremely ill, bore 
my fate with ſpirit and reſignation, in teſtimony 
of my ſincere and indelible attachment to my 
lover, for whoſe eaſe and pleaſure I could have 
ſuffered every inconvenience, and even ſacrificed 
my life. 

Immediately after I had taken poſeſſion of my 
wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my 
indiſpoſition to go to bed, and ſend for neceſſary 
help; and in a few hours a living pledge of my I; 
love and indiſcretion ſaw the light, though the 9 
terrors and fatigue I had undergone had affected | 
this little innocent ſo ſeverely, that it ſcarce * 
diſcovered any viſible ſigns of life. | 
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in the utmoſt perplexity and conſternation, 
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My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſſible: 
I forthwith diſpatched a meſſage to the dear, the 
anxious father, who flew to my arms, and ſhared 
my ſorrow, with all the gentleneſs of love and 
parental fondneſs ; yet our fears were (for that 


infant daughter, who was committed to the 
charge of a nurſe in the neighbourhood ; ſo that 
I could every day be ſatisfied in my inquiries 
about her health. Thus.I continued a whole 
fortnight in a ſtate of happineſs and tranquillity, 
being bleſſed with the converſation and tender 
oſſices of my admirer, whoſe love and attention 
I wholly engroſſed. In a word, he gave up all 
buſtneſs and amuſement, and concentered all his 
care and aſſiduity in miniſtring to my eaſe and , 
ſatisfaction. And ſure I had no cauſe to regret F 
what I had ſuffered on his account. 1 
But this my agreeable fituation was one day . | 
diſturbed by a moſt alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. 'The 


room under my bed-chamber took fire ; I imme- 


diately ſmelled it, and ſaw the people about me 


though they would not own the true cauſe of 
their confuſion, leſt my health ſhould ſuffer in 
the fright. Nevertheleſs I was ſo calm in my 
inquiries, that they ventured to tell me my ſu- 
ſpicion was but too juſt : upon which I gave 


e 


ſuch directions as I thought would ſecure me 


from catching cold, in caſe there ſhould be a 
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neceſſity for removing me; but the fire being 
| happily extinguiſhed, I eſcaped the ceremony, 


which might have coſt me my life. Indeed it 


was ſurpriſing, that the agitation of my ſpirits 
did not produce ſome fatal effect upon my con- 
ſtitution; and I looked upon my deliverance as 
the protection of a particular providence. 
Though I eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden re- 
moval, I found it was high-time to change my 
lodgings, becauſe the neighbours ruſhing into the 
houſe, upon the alarm of fire, had diſcovered 
my ſituation, though they were ignorant of my 
name; and I did not think myſelf ſafe in being: 
the ſubject of their conjeQures. Mr 5: 
therefore procured another apartment, with bet- 
ter accommodation, to which I was carried, as 
ſoon as my health would admit of my removal; 
and ſoon after my lord wrote to me by the hands 
of my lawyer, earneſtly entreating me to drop 
my proſecution, and come home. But I would 
not comply with his requeſt; and nothing was 
farther from my intention than the defire of re- 
ceiving any favours at his hands. 
Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot a moſt accurate 
_ fearch for my perſon; in the courſe of which he 
is ſaid to have detected ſeveral ladies and young 
girls, who had reaſons for keeping themſelves 
concealed ; and had like to have been very ſe- 
verely handled for his impertinent curioſity. 
Being unſucceſsful in all his attempts, he entered 
into a treaty with one Sir R — H——, a per- 
M 3 | 


my 
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ſon of a very indifferent character, who undertook 
to furniſh him with an infallible expedient to 
diſcover the place of my abode, if he would gra- 
tify him with a bond for a thouſand pounds 
which being executed accordingly, this worthy 
knight advertiſed me and my maid in the public 
papers, offering one hundred pounds as a reward 
to any perſon who ſhould diſcloſe the place of 
our retirement, 

As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands I was 
again involved in perplexity ; and being afraid 
of ſtaying in town, reſolved, with the concur- 
rence of my lover, to accept of an invitation I 
had received from the duke of K——, who had 
by this time arrived in England, with that lady 
whom I have already mentioned, as one of our 
parties at Paris. Having viſited my litle infant, 
I next day ſet ont for the duke's country-ſeat, 
which is a moſt elegant chateau, and ſtands in a 
charming ſituation; Mr 5 followed in.a few 
days; we met with a very cordial reception ; his 
grace was Civil and good-natured, hved nobly, 
and loved pleaſure: Madam la T was formed 
to pleaſe: there was always a great deal of 
good company in the houſe; ſo that we paſſed 
our time agreeably in playing at billiards and 
cards, hunting, walking, reading and conver- 
ſation. 

But my terms of happineſs were generally of 
ſhort duration. In the midſt of this felicity I 
was overtaken by a moſt ſevere affliction, in the 
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death of my dear hapleſs infant, who had ingroſ- 
ſed a greater ſhare of my tenderneſs, than perhaps 
I even ſhould have paid to the offspring of a 
legitimate contract, becauſe the circumſtance of 
her birth would have been an unſurmountable 
misfortune to her through the whole courſe of her 
life, and rendered her abſolutely dependent on 
my love and protection. 

While I till lamented the untimely fate of this 
fair bloſſom, lord —— came down, and demand- 
ed me as his wife; but the ſujt which I then 
maintained againſt him, deprived him, for the. 
preſent, of an huſband's right; and therefore 
the duke would not deliver me into his hands. 

In ſix months he repeated his viſit and demand; 
and an agreement was patched up, in conſe- 
quence of which I conſented to hive in the ſame 
houſe with him, on condition that he ſhould 
never deſire to ſleep with me, or take any other 
meaſure to diſturb my peace; otherwiſe I ſhould 
be at liberty to leave him again, and intitled to 
the proviſion of a ſeparate maintenance. To 
theſe articles I aſſented, by the advice of my 
lawyers, with a view of obtaining the payment 
of my pin-money, which I had never received 
ſince our parting, but ſubſiſted on the ſale of my 
jewels, which were very. conſiderable, and had 
been preſented to me with full power of aliena- 
tion. As to my lover, he had no fortune to 
ſupport me; and for that reaſon 1 was ſerupu- 
loully cautious of augmenting his expence. 
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We had now enjoyed each other's company 
for three years, during which our mutual paſſion 
had ſuffered no abatement, nor had my happi- 
neſs been mixed with any conſiderable allay, ex- 
cept that late ſtroke of providence which I have 
already mentioned, and the reflection of the 
ſorrow that my conduct had intailed upon my 
dear father, whom Lloved beyond expreſſion, and 
whom nothing. could have compelled me to diſ- 
oblige but a more powerful flame, that prevailed 
over every other conſideration. As I was now 
forced to break off this inchanting correſpon- 
dence, it is not to be doubted that our parting 
coſt us the moſt acute ſenſations of grief and diſ- 
appointment. However, there was no remedy: 
I tore myſelf from his arms, took my leave of 
the family, after having acknowledged my obli- 
gations to the duke, and ſet out for the place of 
rendezvous, where I was met by my lord, attended 
by a Reward whom he had lately engaged, and 
who was one chief cauſe of our future ſeparati- 
on. My lord having quitted his houſe in town, 
conducted me to his lodgings in Pall-Mall, and 
inſiſted upon ſleeping with me the firſt night; 
but I refuſed to gratify his deſire, on the autho- 
rity of our agreement. 

This diſpute produced a quarrel, in. conſe- 
quence of which I attempted to leave the houſe. 
He endeavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly 
locked him in, ran down ſtairs, and calling a 


hackney-coach, made the beſt of my way into 
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the city, to my father's lodgings, where lay, the 
family being in town, though he himſelf was in 
the country. I wrote to him immediately, and 
when he came to London, declared my intention 
of ſeparating from my lord, -in which, ſeeing 
me obſtinate and determined, he at length ac- 
quieſced, and a formal ſeparation accordingly en- 
ſued, which at that time I e A * 
immutable. 

I was now ſheltered under the wings of an in- 
dulgent father, who had taken me into favour a- 
gain, on the ſuppoſition that my commerce with 
Mr 8 — was abſolutely at an end. Neverthe- 
leſs, though we had ſeparated in all appearance, 
for ever, we had previoufly agreed to maintain 
our correſpondence in private interviews, which 
ſhould eſcape the notice of the world, with which 
I was again obliged to take ſome meaſures. 

Our parting at the duke of K——'s houſe in 
the country was attended with all the genuine 
marks of fincere and reciprocal affection, and I 
lived-in the ſweet hope of ſeeing him again 
in all the tranſports of his former paſſion, when 
my lawyer, who received my letters, brought me 
a billet one night, juſt as I had gone to bed. See- 
ing the ſuperſcription of S——'s hand-writing, 
I opened it with all the impatience of an abſent 
lover; but how ſhall I diſeribe the aſtoniſhment 
and conſternation with which 1 was ſeized, when 
I perufed the contents! Inſtead of the moſt ten- 
der vows and proteſtations, - this fatal epiſtle be- 
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gan with, Madam, the beſt thing you can do is to 
return to your father ; or ſome cold and killing 
expreſſion to that effect. 

Heaven and eatth ! what did I feel at this dire 
conjuncture ! The light forſook my eyes, a cold 
ſweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelm- 
- ed with ſuch a torrent of forrow and ſurpriſe, 
that every body preſent believed I would have 
died under the violent agitation. They endea- 
voured to ſupport my ſpirits with repeated 
draughts of ſtrong liquor, which had no ſenſi- 
ble effect upon my conſtitution, though for eight 
whole years I had drank nothing ſtronger than 
water; and I muſt have infallibly periſhed in the 
firſt extaſy of my grief, had it not made its way 
in a fit of tears and exclamation, in which I 
continued all night, to the amazement of the 
family, whom my condition had alarmed, and 
raiſed from their repoſe, My father was the 
only perſon who gueſſed the cauſe of my afflicti- 
on; he ſaid he was ſure I had received ſome ill 
uſage in a letter or meſſage from that raſcal 
8 (ſo he termed him in the bitterneſs of 
paſſion.) 

At mention of that name e my agony redoubled 
to ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent 
wept at ſight of my deplorable condition. My 
poor father ſhed a flood of tears, and conjured 
me to tell him the cauſe of my diſquiet : upon 
which, rather than confeſs the truth, I amuſed- 
his concern, by pretending that my lover was ill. 
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The whole family having ſtayed by me till 1 
was a little more compoſed, left me to the care 
of my maid, who put me into bed about ſix in the 
morning z but I enjoyed no reſt : I revolved e- 
very circumſtance of my conduct, endeavouring 
to find out the cauſe of this fatal change in 
S——'$ diſpofition ; and as I could recolle& no- 
thing which could juſtly give offence, concluded 
that ſome malicious perſon, had abuſed his cars 
with ſtories to my prejudice. | | 

With - this conjecture I got up, and ſent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I inſiſted 
upon ſeeing him, that I might have an opportu- 
nity-of juſtifying myſelf in perſon ; a taſk which 
would -be eaſily performed, as I had never of- 
fended, but in loving too well. I waited with 
the moſt anxious impatience for the return of 
my meſſenger, who brought me an anſwer couch 
ed in the coldeſt terms of civility which indif- 
ference could dictate; acknowledging however, 
that he had nothing to lay to my charge, but 
that it was for the good of us both we ſhould 
part.—He ought to have reflected on- that before, 
not after I had ſacrificed my all for his love! I 
was well nigh diſtracted by this confirmation of 
his inconſtancy ; and I wonder to this day how 
I retained the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances of horror and deſpair | My grief laid 
aſide all decorum and reſtraint ; I told my father 
that $--— was dying, and that I would viſit 
him with all expedition, 
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Startled at the propoſal, this careful parent 
demonſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an 
unguarded ſtep, reminded me of the difficulty 
with which he had prevailed upon my mother 
and uncle to forgive my former imprudence, ob- 
ſerved that his intention was to carry me into the 
country next day in order to affect a perfect re- 
conciliation z but - now I Was on the brink of 
forfeiting all pretenſions to their regard, by 
committing another fatal error, which could not 
poſſibly be retrieved ; and that for his part, what- 
ever pangs it might coſt him, he was reſolved to 
baniſh me from his ſight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration, the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he ſeemed over- 
whelmed with the keeneſt ſorrow and mortifica- 
tion; ſo it may be eaſily conceived what were 
the impreſſions of my grief, reinforced with the 
affliction of a father whom I dearly loved, and 
the conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all 
his diſquiet! I was ſtruck dumb with remorſe 
and woe; and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
I told him how ſenſible 1 was of his great good- 
neſs and humanity, and owned how little I 
deſerved his favour and affection; that the ſenſe 
of my own unworthineſs was one cauſe of 
my preſent diſtraction; for ſuch was the condi- 
tion of my fate that I muſt either ſee S—— or 
die. I ſaid, though I could not expect his for- 
givencſs, I was ſurely worthy of his compaſſion; 
that nothing but the moſt irreſiſtible paſſion 
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could have miſled me at firſt from my duty, or 
tempted me to incur the leaſt degreeof his diſplea- 
ſure; that the ſame fatal influence ſtill prevail- 
ed, and would in all probability, continue to the 
grave, which was the only abode. in warn I 
hoped for peace. 
While I expreſſed myfelF i in this manner, my 
dear good ſather wept with the moſt tender ſym- 
pathy, and ſaying I might do as I pleaſed, for he 
had done with me, quitted tke room, leaving 
me to the cruel ſenſations of my own heart, 
which almoſt burſted with anguiſh, upbraided 
me with a fault which I could not help com- 
mitting. 
I immediately hired a chariot and fix, and 
would have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's 
affection, which all my errors could not efface, 
provided an attendant. He ſaw me quite de- 
lirious and deſperate z and, therefore, engaged a 
relation of my own to accompany and _n care 
of me in this raſh expedition. 

During this journey, which laſted two days, 
I felt no remiſſion of grief and anxiety, but un- 
derwent the moft intolerable ſorrow and ſu- 
ſpence: at laſt we arrived at a little houſe called 
the Hut, on Saliſbury-plain, where in the moſt | 
frantic agitation, I wrote a letter to S— , de- 
ſcribing the miſerable condition to which I was 
reduced by his unkindnefs, and deſiring to ſee 


him, with the moſt earneſt ſolicitations. 
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This billet F'committed to the care of my at- 
tendant, and laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to 
tell Mr 5 — , my injuries were ſo great, and 
my deſpair ſo: violent, that if he did not, favour 
nie with a viſit, I would go to him, though at his 
ſiſter's houſe where he then was. 

He received my meflage with great coldneſs, 
and told my friend, that if I would return to 
London without inſiſting upon the interview I 
demanded, he would in a little time follow me 
to town, and every thing ſhould be amicably ad- 
juſted; but when the meſſenger-afſured him that 
I was too much tranſported with grief, to hear 
of ſuch a propoſal, he conſented to meet me in the 
middle of Saliſbury-plain, that we might avoid 
all obſervation z and though I was little able to 
walk, I ſet out on foot for the place of aſſig- 
nation, my companion AY at a ſmall di- 
ſtance. | 

When I ſaw him leading his horſe down the 
hill, I collected all my fortitude, and advanced 
to him with all the ſpeed I could exert; but 
when I made an effort to ſpeak, my tongue de- 
nied its office; and ſo lively was the expreſſion 
of unutterable ſorrow in my countenance, that 
his heart (hard as it was) melted at fight of my 
ſufferings, which he well knew proceeded from 
the ſincerity of my love. At length I recovered 
the uſe of ſpeech, enough to tell him, that I was 
come to take my leave; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again; but, after 
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a conſiderable pauſe, I found means, with great 
difficulty, to let him know how ſenſible I was 
of my own incapacity to retrieve his laſt aifec- 
tions; but that I was willing (if poſſible) to re- 
tain his eſteem, of which, could 1 be affured, I 
would endeavour to compoſe myſelf; that | was 
determined to leave the kindgom, becauſe I could 
not bear the ſight of thoſe places where we had 
been ſo happy in our mutual love: and that, till 
my departure, I hoped he would viſit me ſome- 
times, that I might, by degrees, wean myſelf 
from his company; for, I ſhould not be able to 
ſurvive the ſhock of being deprived of him all 
at once. 

This addreſs may ſeem very humble to an 
unconcerned obſerver; but love will tame the 
proudeſt diſpoſition, as plainly appeared in my 
caſe; for I had naturally as much ſpirit, or more, 
than the generality of people have. Mr $S — 
was ſo much confounded at the manner of my 
behaviour, that he ſcarce knew what anſwer to 
make; for (as he afterwards owned) he expected 
to hear himſelf upbraided ; but he was not proof 
againſt my tenderneſs. . After ſome heſitation, 
he ſaid he never meant to forſake me intireiy, 
that his affection was ſtill unimpaired, and that 
he would follow me directly to London. I im- 
poſed upon myſelf, and believed what he ſaid, 
becauſe I could not bear to think of parting with 
him for ever, and returned to town in a more tran» 
quil ſtate of mind than that in which I had left my 

N 2 


148 THE ADVENTURES OF 


father, though my heart was far from being at 
eaſe; my fears being ingenious enough to foreſee, 
that I ſhould neyer be able to overcome his in- 
difference. : 

I took lodgings in Mount-ſtreet, and my 0 
having diſpoſed of herſelf in marriage, hired a- 
nother, who ſupplied her place very much to my 
ſatisſaction; ſhe was a good girl, had a particu- 
lar attachment to me, and for many years, during 
which ſhe lived in my ſervice, was indefatiga- 
bly aſhduous in contributing to my eaſe, or ra- 
ther in alleviating my affliction ; for though S— 
came up to town according to promiſe, and re- 
newed a ſort of correſpondence with me for the 
| ſpace of five months, his complaiſance would ex- 
tend no farther; and he gave me to underſtand, 
that he had determined to go abroad with Mr 
V whom he EY accompanied in 
his envoying to D 

IT underſtood the real ente ah this expedition, 
which notwithſtanding his oaths and proteſtati- 
ons of unabated love and regard, I conſtrued in- 
to a palpable mark of diſlike and diſreſpect ; nor 
could the repeated aſſurances I received from 
him in letters, mitigate the anguiſh and mortifi- 
cation that preyed upon my heart. I therefore 
gave up all hopes of recovering the happineſs I 
had loſt : I told him on the eve of his departure 
that he might exerciſe his gallantry a great while 
before he would meet with my fellow, in point 
of ſincerity and love; for I would rather have 
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been a ſervant in his houſe, with the privilege of 
ſeeing him, than the queen of England debaried 
of that pleaſure. 

When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs 
I ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound 
had been inflicted upon me; and when I heard 
the door ſhut behind him, my heart died within 
me. (I had the ſatisfaction to hear afterwards, 
he lamented the loſs of me prodigiouſly, and that 
he had never been ſo happy ſince.) I ſat down 
to write a letter, in which I forgave his indif- 
ference, becauſe I knew the affections are alto- 
gether involuntary, and wiſhed him all the hap- 
pineſs he deſerved. I then walked up and down 
the room in the moſt reſtleſs anxiety, was put to 
bed by my maid, roſe at ſix, mounted my horſe, 
and rode forty miles, in order to fatigue myſelf 
that I might next night enjoy ſome repoſe. 
This exerciſe I daily underwent for ſome months 
together; and when it did not anſwer my pur- 
poſe, I uſed to walk round Hyde-park in the e- 
vening, when the place was quite ſolitary, and 
unviſited by any other human creature. 

In the courſe of this melancholy perambula- 
tion, I was one day accoſted by a very great man, 
Who, after the firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or 
not my intercourſe with 8 — was at an end; and 
if I had any allowance from my huſband ? To 
the firſt of theſe queſtions I replied in the aſfir- 
mative and to the laſt anſwered, that my lord 
did not allow me a great deal; indeed I might 
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have truly ſaid nothing at all; but I was too 
proud to own my indigence. He then exprefled 
his wonder, how one like me, who had been uſed 
to ſplendour and affluence from my cradle, could 
make ſhift to live in my preſent narrow circum- 
ſtances; and when I told him that I could make 
a very good ſhift, ſo I had peace, he ſeemed to 
lament my ſituation, and very kindly invited me 
to ſup with his wife, at his houſe. 1 accepted 
the invitation, without any apprehenſion of the 
conſequence; and when I went to the place, was 
introduced into an apartment, magnificently 
lighted up (I ſuppoſe) for my reception. 

After I had ſtayed alone for ſome time in this 
myſterious ſituation, without ſeeing a living ſoul, 
my inviter appeared, and ſaid, he hoped I would 
not take it amiſs, that he and I were to ſup by 
ourſelves, as he had ſomething to ſay, which 
could not be ſo properly communicated before 
company or-ſervants. I then, for the firſt_time, 
perceived his drift, to my no ſmall 'ſurpriſe and 
indignation z and with evident marks of diſplea- 
ſure told him, I was ſure he had nothing to pro- 
poſe that would be agreeable to my inclination, 
and that I would immediately leave the houſe. 
Upon which he gave me to underſtand, that I 
could not poſſibly retire, becauſe he had ſent 
away my chair, and all his ſervants were diſpoſed 
to obey his orders. h 

Incenſed at this declaration, which I conſider. 
ed as an inſult, I anſwered with an air of reſolu- 
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tion, it was very well; I deſpiſed his contri- 
vance, and was afraid of nobody. Seeing me 
thus alarmed; he aſſured me I had no reaſon to 
be afraid; that he had loved me long, and could 
find no other opportunity of declaring his paſſion. 
He ſaid, the A — had told him, that lord 
had renewed his addreſſes to me; and as he 
underſtood from my own mouth, my correſpon- 
dence with 5 was abſolutely broke off, he 
thought himſelf as well intitled as another to my 
regard. In concluſion, he told me, that I might 
command his purſe, and that he had power 
enough to bring me into the world again with 
eclat. To theſe advances | replied, that he was 
very much miſtaken in his opinion of my cha- 
racter, if he imagined I was to be won, by any 
temptations of fortune, and very frankly decla- 
red, that I would rather give myſelf to a foot- 
man, than ſell myſelf to a prince. ö 

Supper being ſerved, we fat down together; 
but 1 would neither eat nor drink any thing, 
except a little bread and water; for I was an odd 
whimfical girl; and it came into my head, that 
be might, perhaps, have mixed ſomething in the 
victuals or wine, which would alter my way of 
thinking. In ſhort, finding himſelf baffled in all 
his endeavours, he permitted me about twelve 
o'clock to depart in peace, and gave up his ſuit 
as a deſperate cauſe. 

'This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the leaſt abatement 
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of my melancholy. Finding myſelf worn to a 
ſkeleton, I reſumed my former reſolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually 
went abroad with no other attendant but my 
_woman, and the utmoſt indifference for life. 
My intention was to have gone to the South of 
France, where I thought I could have ſubſiſted on 
the little I had left, which amounted to five 
hundred pounds, until the iſſue of my law-ſuit, 
by which I hoped to obtain ſome proviſion from 
my lord, and, without all doubt, my expectation 
would have been anſwered, had | put this my 
plan in execution : but being at Paris, from 
whence I purpoſed to ſet forward in a few days, 
I ſent to Mr K , who had been formerly inti- 
mate with my father, and ſhewn me many civi- 
lities during my firſt reſidence in France. 

This gentleman favoured me with a viſit, and 
when I made him acquainted with my ſcheme, 
diſſuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter- 
mination. He adviſed me to ſtay at Paris, 
where, with good ceconomy, I could live as 
cheap as in any other place, and enjoy the con- 
verſation and countenance of my friends, among 


Which number he declared himſelf one of the 


moſt faithful. He aſſured me, that I ſhould be 
always welcome to his table, and want for no- 
thing. He promiſed to recommend me as a 
lodger to a friend of his, with whom I would live 
in a frugal and decent manner; and obſerved. 
that, as the woman was well known and eſtcem= 
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ed by all the Engliſh company in Paris, it would 
be the moſt reputable ſtep I could take (conſider- 
ing my youth and ſituation) to lodge with a cre- 
ditable perſon, who could anſwer for my con- 
duct. Thus perſuaded, I very fimply followed 
his advice; I ſay fimply, becauſe notwithſtand- 
ing his repreſentations, I ſoon found my money 
melt away, without any proſpect of a freſh ſup- 
ply. In lieu of this, however, I paſſed my time 
very agreeably in ſeveral Engliſh, and ſome 
French families, where, in a little time, I became 
quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of compauy, and 
was treated with the utmoſt politeneſs and re- 
gard ; yet, in the midſt of theſe pleaſures, many 
a melancholy ſigh would rife at the remembrance 
of my beloved S——, whom for ſeveral years I 
could not recolle& without emotion; but time, 
company, amuſements, and change of place, in a 
great meaſure diſſipated theſe ideas, and enabled 
me to bear my fate with patience and reſignation. 

On my laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded 
by a croud of profeſſed admirers, who ſighed and 
flattered in the uſual forms; but, beſides that 
my heart was not yet in a condition to contract 
new engagements, I was prepoſſefſed againſt 
them all, by ſuppoſing that they preſumed upon 
the knowledge of my indiſcretion with S—— 
and therefore rejected their addreſſes with de- 
teſtation and diſdain; for, as I have already ob- 
| ſerved, I was not to be won, but by the appear- 
ance of eſteem and the moſt reſpectful carriage; 
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and though by a falſe ſtep, I had, in my own 
opinion, forfeited my title to the one, I was re- 
ſolved to diſcourage the advances of any man 
who ſeemed deficient in the other. 

In this manner, my lovers were, one by one, 
repulſed, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented them- 
ſelves, and I preſerved the independence of my 
heart, until I became acquainted with a certain 
peer, whom I often ſaw at the houſe of Mrs 
P —, an Engliſh lady then reſident at Paris. 
This young nobleman profefſed himſelf deeply 
enamoured of me, in a ſtile fo different from 
that of my other admirers, that I heard his pro- 
teſtations without diſguſt 3 and though my incli- 
nations were ſtill free, could not find in my 
heart to diſcountenance his addrefles, which were 
preferred with the moſt engaging modeſty, diſ- 
intereſtedneſs and reſpect. 

By theſe never-failing arts, he gradually con- 
quered my indifference, and gained the pꝑteſe- 
rence in my eſteem from lord C —-y and the 
prince of C —. who were at that time his ri- 
vals. But what contributed (more than any con- 
ſideration] to his ſucceſs, was his declaring open- 
ly, that he would marry me without heſitation, 
as ſoon as I could obtain a divorce from my 
preſent huſband, which, in all probability, might 
have been eaſily procured ; for before I left Eng- 
land, lord —— had offered me five thouſand 
pounds, if I would conſent to ſuch a mutual re- 
leaſe, that he might be at liberty to eſpouſe one 
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Miſs W of Kent, to whom he then made 
love upon honourable terms; but I was foot e- 
nough to refuſe his propoſal, by the advice of 
S—— : and whether or not his lordſhip finding 
it impracticableo wed his new miſtreſs, began 
to make love upon another footing, I know not; 
but certain it is, the mother forbad him the houfe, 
a circumſtance which he took fo heinouſly ill, 
that he appealed to the world in a public adver- 
tiſement, beginning with, Whereas for ſome time, 
I have paſſionately loved Miſs W ——, and upon 
my not complying with the mother's propoſals, they 
have turned me out of doors ; this is to juſtify, & c. 
This declaration, ſigned with his name, was 
actually printed in a number of detached adver- 
tiſements, which he ordered to be diſtributed to 
the public; and afterwards, being convinced by 
ſome of his friends, that he had done a very filly 
thing, he-recalled them at half a guinea a piece. 
A copy of one of them was ſent to me at Paris; 
and I believe my father has now one of the origi- 
nals in his poſſeſſion. After this wiſe vindication 
of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry off 
the lady from church by force of arms; but ſhe 
was reſcued by the neighbours, headed by her 
brother, who being an attorney, had like to have 
made his lordſhip ſmart ſeverely for this exploit." 
Mean while, my new admirer had made ſome : 
progreſs in my heartz and my finances being ex- 
hauſted, I was reduced to the alternative of re- 
turning to lord —— again, or excepting earl 
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B——'s love. When my affairs were brought 
to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my choice, 
putting myſelf under the protection of a man of 
honour, whom. I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer 
every ſort of mortification, from à perſon who 
was the object of my abhorrence and contempt. 
From a miſtaken pride, I choſe to live in lord 
B y's houſe, rather than be maintained at 
his expence in any other place. We ſpent ſe- 
veral months agreeably in balls and other diverſi- 
ons, viſited lord B—k, who lived at the diſtance 
of a few leagues from Paris, and ſtayed ſome 
days at his houſe, where the entertainment was 
in all reſpects, delightful, elegant, and refined. 
Their habitation was the rendezvous of the beſt 
company in France: and lady B——k maintain- 
ed the ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for 
which her lord is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed among 
the men. 
About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, ac- 
companied by a little North Briton, who lived 
with lord B-— as his companion, and did not 
at all approve of our correſpondence ; whether 
out of real friendſhip for his patron, or appre- 
henſion that in time I might ſuperſede his own 
influence with my lord, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine. Be that as it will, the froſt was ſo 
ſevere, that we were detained ten days at Calais, 
before we could get out of the harbour; and 
Curing that time, I reflected ſeriouſly on what 
my new Jover had propoſed ; as he was very 
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young, and unacquainted with the world, I 
thought my ſtory might have eſcaped him; and, 
therefore, determined to give him a faithful de- 
tail of the whole, that he might not have any 
thing to reproach me with in the ſequel; beſides, 
I did not think it honeſt to engage him to do 
more for me than he might afterwards, perhaps, 
think I was worth. Accordingly, I communi- 
cated to him every particular of my life ; and 
the narration, far from altering his ſentiments, 
rather confirmed his good opinion, by exhibit- 
ing an undoubted proof of my frankneſs, and 
ſincerity. In ſhort, he behaved with ſuch gene- 
roſity, as made an abſolute conqueſt of my heart; 
but my love was of a different kind from that 
which had formerly reigned within my breaſt, 
being founded upon the warmeſt gratitude and 
eſteem, excluſive of any other conſideration, 
though his perſon was very agreeable, and his 
addreſs engaging. 


When we arrived in England, I went directly 


to his country-ſeat, about twelve miles from Lon- 
don, where he ſoon joined me, and we lived 
ſome time in perfect retirement, his relations be- 
ing greatly alarmed with the apprehenſion that 
lord would bring an action againſt him; 
though he himſelf deſired nothing more, and 
lived fo eaſy under that expectation, that they 
ſoon laid aſide their fears on his account. 

We were viſited by Mr H-—— B——, a re- 
lation of my lord, and one Mr 13 of the 
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guards, who, with the little Scotchman and my 
lover, made an agreeable ſet, among whom I en- 
joyed hunting, and all manner of country diver- 
Hons. As to Mr H=— B—,, if ever there 
was a perfection in one man, it centered in him; 
or at leaſt, he, of all the men I ever knew, ap- 
proached neareſt to that idea which I had con- 
ceived of a perfect character. He was both 
good and great, poſſeſſed an uncommon genius 
and the beſt of hearts. Mr R-— was a very 
ſociable man, had a good perſon and cultivated 
underſtanding ; and my lord was exce ſſively good 
humoured ; ſo that with ſuch companions, no 
place could be dull or inſipid: for my own part, 
I conducted the family; and as I endeavoured 
to pleaſe and make every body happy, I had the 
good fortune to ſucceed. Mr B-— told me, 
that before he ſaw me, he heard I was a fool j 
but finding (as he was pleaſed to ſay) that I had 
been egregiouſly miſrepreſented, he courted my 
friendſhip, and a correſpondence commenced be- 
tween us: indeed, it was impoſſible for any per- 
ſon to know him, without entertaining the ut- 
moſt eſteem and veneration for his virtue. 
After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable 
retreat, my huſband began to make a buſtle ; he 
ſent a meſſage, demanding me from lord B——; 
then came in perſon, with his night-cap in his 
pocket, intending to have ſtayed all night, had 
he been aſked, and attended by a relation, whom 
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he aſſured that I was very fond of him, and de- 
tained hy force from his arms. 


Finding himſelf diſappointed in hisyexpectati- 


ons, he commenced a law-ſuit againſt lord B 
though not for a divorce, as we deſired, but 
with a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife, 
His lawyers, however, attempted to prove cri- 
minal converſation, in hopes of extorting money 
from my lover; but their endeavours were alto- 
gether fruitleſs ; for no ſervant of lord B ——'s 
or mine, could with juſtice ſay, we were ever 
ſeen to treſpiſs againſt modeity and decorum ; 
fo that the plaintiff was nonſuited. 

While his cauſe was depending, all my lover's 


friends expreſſed fear and concern for the iſſue, 


while he himſelf. behaved with the utmoſt reſo- 
lution, and gave me ſuch convincing proofs of a 
ſtrong and ſteady affection, as augmented my 
gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my love, which 
was unblemiſhed, faithful and ſincere. 


Soon after this event, I was ſeized with a vio- 


lent fit of illneſs, in which I was viſited by my 
father, and attended by two phyſicians, one of 
whom deſpaired of my life, and took his leave 
accordingly ; but Dr S , who was the other, 
perſiſted in his attendance, and in all buman 
appearance ſaved my life; a circumſtance by 
which he acquired a great ſhare of reputation : 
yet, notwithſtanding all his aſſiſtance, I was 
confined to my bed for ten weeks, during which, 
lord B —'s grief was immoderate, his care 
: O 2 
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and generoſity unlimited. While I lay in this 
extremity, Mr $S——, penetrated by my melan- 
choly condition, which revived bis tenderneſs, 
begg'd leave to be admitted to my preſence; 
and lord B-— would have complied with his 
requeſt, had I not been judged too weak to bear 
the ſhock of ſuch an interview. My conſtituti- 
on, however, agreeably diſappointed their fears 
and the fever had no ſooner left me, than I was 
removed to a hunting-ſeat belonging to my lover, 
from whence, after I had recovered my ſtrength 
we went to B—- Caſtle, where we kept open 
houfe : and while we remained at this es lord 
B — received a letter from lord , dated 
in November, challenging him to angie com- 
bat in May, upon the frontiers of France and 
Flanders. This defiance was ſent in conſe- 
quence of what had paſſed betwixt them long 
before my indiſpoſition, at a meeting in a cer- 
tain tavern, where they quarrelled, and in the 
fray my lover threw his antagoniſt under the ta- 
ble. I counſelled him to take no notice of this 
rhodomontade, which I knew was void of all in- 
tention of performance; and he was wiſe e- 
nough to follow. my advice; reſolved, however, 
ſhould the meſſage be repeated, to take the chal- 
lenger at his word. 

Having reſided ſome time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country- houſe which we had 
left, where lord B — addicted himſelf ſo much 
to hunting, and other male diverſions, that I be- 


n 
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gan to think he neglected me, and apprized him 
of my ſuſpicion ; aſſuring him, at the ſame time, 
that I would leave him as ſoon as my opinion. 
ſhould be confirmed, | 

This declaration had no effect upon his beha- 
viour, which became ſo remarkably cold, that 
even Mr R——, who lived with us, imagined 
that his affection was palpably diminiſhed. When 
Lwent to town, I was uſually attended by his 
couſin, or this gentleman, or both, bu: ſeldom 
favoured with his company z nay, when I re- 
paired to Bath, for the re-eſtabliſhment of my 
health, he permitted me to go alone; ſo that I 
was quite perſuaded of his indifference ;. and yet, 
F-was miſtaken in my opinion: but I had been 
ſpoiled by the behaviour of my firſt huſband, 
and Mr $S——, who never quitted me for the 
fake of any amuſement, and often reſiſted the 
calls of the moſt urgent buſineſs rather than 
part from me, though but for a. few. hours. I 
thought every-man who loved me truly, would. 


Acc in the ſame manner; and whether I am right 


or wrong in my conjectures, I leave wiſer caſu- 
iſts to judge. Certain it is, ſuch ſacrifice and 
devotion is the moſt pleaſing proof of an almi- 
rer's paſſion ; and Voyez. moi plus ſouvent, & ne 
me donnez rien, is one of my favourite maxims. 
A man may give money, becauſe he is profuſe ;. 
he may be violently fond, becauſe he is of a ſan- 
guine conſtitution ; but if he gives me his time, 
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he gives me an unqueſtionable proof of my be- 
ing in full poſſeſſion of his heart. 

My appearance at Bath, without the eompany 
of lord B-—, occaſioned a general ſurprize, 
and encouraged the men to peſter me with ad- 
dreſſes ; every new admirer endeavouring to ad- 
vance his ſuit, by demonſtrating the unkind and 
diſreſpectſul behaviour of his lordſhip. Indeed, 
this was the moſt effeCtual ſtring they could 
touch: my pride and. reſentment were alarmed, - 
and I was weak enough to liſten to one man, 
who had like to have inſinuated himfelf into my 
inclinations. He was tall and large boned, 
with white bair, inclining to what is called 
ſandy, and had the reputation of being hand- 
fome, though I think he fcarce deſerved that 
epithet. He poſſeſſed a large fortune, loved 
miſchief, and ſtuck at nothing for the accom- 
pliſhment of his deſigns ; one of his chief plea- 
fures being that of ſetting any two lovers at va- 
riance. He employed his addreſs upon me 
with great aſſiduity, and knew ſo well how to 
manage my reſentment, that I was pleaſed with 
his manner, heard his vows without diſguſt, 
and, in a word, promiſed to deliberate with my- 
ſelf upon his propoſals, and give him an. ac- 
count of my determination in writing. 

Thus reſolved, I went to lord B ——,in Wilt- 
ſhire, whither I was followed by this pretender 
to my heart, who viſited us on the footing of an 
acquaintance ; but when I reflected on what 1 
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had done, I condemned my own conduct, as in- 
diſcreet, though nothing deciſive had paſſed 
between us, and began to hate him in proportion 
to the ſelf. conviction I felt; perceiving that I 
had involved myſelf in a difficulty from which I 
ſhould not be eaſily diſengaged. For the preſent, 
however, I found means to poſtpone my declara- 
tion; he admitted my excuſe, and I returned to 
London with lord B—, who was again ſum- 
moned to the field by his former challenger. 
H- dn, governor, counſellor, and ſteward 
to this little hero, came to lord B— with a verbal 
meſſage, importing, that his lordſhip had. changed 
his mind about going to Flanders, but expecting 
to meet on ſuch a day and hour, in the burying- 
ground near Red-lion-ſquare. Lord B— ac- 
cepted the challenge, and gave me an account of 
what had paſſed: but he had been anticipated by 
the meſſenger, who had already tried to alarm 
my fears, from the conſideration of the conſe- 
quence, that I might take ſome meaſures to pre- 
vent their meeting. I perceived his drift, and 
told him plainly that lord —— had no intention 
to riſk his perſon, though he endeavoured with 
all his. might to. perſuade me, that his. principal 
was deſperate and determined. I knew my little 
buſband too well, to think he would bring mat- 
ters to any dangerous ifſue, and was apprehenſive 
of nothing but foul play, from the villainy of 
H-=n, with which I was equally, well acquainted. 
Indeed I ſigniſied my doubts on that ſcore to Mr 
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B , who would have attended his kinſman to 

the field, had he not thought he might be liable 
to cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen to lord 
B——, becauſe he himſelf was heir at law : for 
that reaſon, he judiciouſly declined being perſo- 
nally concerned ; and we pitched upon the earl 


of A— , his lordſhip's-unele, who Wer 


undertook the office. 

At the appointed time they went to the place 
of rendez vous, where they had not waited long 
when the challenger appeared, in a new pink 
ſatin waiſtcoat, which he had put on for the 
occaſion, with his ſword under his arm, and his 
ſteward by him, leaving, in an hackney-coach, 
at ſome diſtance, a ſurgeon whom he had pro- 


vided for the care of his perſon. 'Thus equipped, 


he advanced to his antagoniſt, and deſired him to 
chooſe his ground; upon which lord B-— told 
him that if he muſt fall, it was not material 
which grave he ſhould tumble over. 

Our little hero finding him ſo jocoſe and de- 
termined, turned to lord A —, and deſired to 


ſpeak with him, that be might diſburden his 


conſcience before they ſhould begin the: work of 
death. They accordingly went aſide; and he 
gave him to underſtand, that his motive for fight- 


ing was lord B—'s detaining his wife from him, 


by compulſion. 
Ihe earl of A-— aſſured him, he was egre- 
giouſly miſtaken in his conjectures; that his 
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8 nephew uſed no force or undue influence to keep 
me in his houſe; but it could not be expected 
that he would turn me out of doors. 

This explanation was altogether ſatisfactory 
to lord , who ſaid he was far from being ſo 
unreaſonable as to expect lord B would 
commit ſuch a breach of hoſpitality ; and all he 
deſired was, that bis wife ſhould be left to her 
own inclinations. Upon theſe articles peace 
was concluded, and they parted without blood- 
ſhed. At leaſt” theſe are the particulars of the 
ſtory, as they were related by lord A, with 
whom I laughed heartily at the adventure, for I 
never doubted that the challenger would find 
| ſome expedient to prevent the duel, though I 
wondered how he muſtered up reſolution enough 
to carry it ſo far. 

'That he might not, however, give us any 
more trouble, we reſolved to go and enjoy our- 
ſelves in France, whither I went by myſelf, in 
hopes of being ſoon joined by my lover, who 
was obliged to ſtay ſome time longer in England, 
to ſettle his affairs. He was ſo much affected 
at our parting (though but for a few weeks) that 
he was almoſt diſtracted : and this affliction 
renewed my tenderneſs for him, becauſe it was 
an undoubted proof of his love. 1 wrote to him 
every poſt from France; and, as I had no ſecrets, 
deſired him to take care of all the letters that 
ſhould come to his houſe, directed to me, after 
my departure from England. 2 
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This was an unfortunate office for him, in the 
execution of which he chanced to open a letter 
from Sir T — A—, with whom (as I have already 
obſerved) I had ſome correſpondence at Bath. 
I had, according to my promiſe, given this gen- 
tleman a deciſive anſwer, importing, that I was 
determined to remain in my preſent ſituation z 
but as lord B —— was ignorant of my ſentiments 
in that particular, and perceived from the letter 
that ſomething extraordipary had paſſed between 
us, and that I. was earneſtly ſolicited to leave 
him, he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation 
and concern; and having previouſly obtained 
the king's leave to go abroad, ſet out that very 
night for France, leaving his affairs in the great- 
eſt confuſion. 
Sir T— A— hearing I was gone, without 
underſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took 
the ſame route, and both arrived at Dover next 
day. They heard of each other's motions ; 
each bribed the maſter of a packet-boat to tran- 
ſport him with expedition; but that depending 
upon the wind, both reached Calais at the ſame 
time, though in different veſſels. Sir 'T—— 
ſent his valet de chambre poſt, with a letter, 
intreating me to accompany him into Italy, 
where he would make me miſtreſs of his whole 
fortune, and to ſet out directly for that country, 
that he might not loſe me by the arrival of lord. 
B.-—, promiſing to join me on the road, if I 
would conſent to make him happy. I ſent his. 
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meſſenger back with an anſwer, wherein I /ex- 
preſſed ſurprize at his propoſals, after having 
ſignified my reſolution to him before I left Eng- 
land. He was ſcarce diſmiſſed, when I received 
another letter from lord B, beſeeching me 
to meet him at Clermont, aun the road from 
Calais; and conjuring me to avoid the fight of 
his rival, ſhould he get the ſtart of him in tra- 


velling. This, however, was not likely to be the 


caſe, as lord B rode poſt, and the other was, 
by his corpulence, obliged to travel in a chaiſe, 
yet that I might not increaſe his anxiety, I left 
Paris immediately on the receipt of his meſſage, 


and met him at the appointed place, where he 


received me with all the agitation of joy and fear, 
and aſked if I had ever encouraged Sir T— A— 
in his addreſſes. I very candidly told him tbe 
whole tranſaction, at which he was incenſed ; 
but his indignation was ſoon appeaſed, when I 
profeſſed my penitence, and aſſured him that I 
had totally rejected his rival. Not that I approve 
of my behaviour to Sir T—, who (I own) was ill 
uſed in this affair; but ſurely it was more excu- 
ſable to halt here, than proceed farther in my 
indiſcretion. 

My lover being ſatisfied with my declaration, 
we went together to Paris, being attended by 
the Scotchman whom I have already mentioned, 
though I believe he was not over and above well 
pleaſed to ſee matters thus amicably compromi- 
ted. The furious knight followed us to the ca- 
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pital ; inſiſted on ſeeing me in perſon; told 
this North Briton that I was actually engaged 
to bim; wrote every hour, railed at my per- 
fidious conduct. I took no notice of theſe deli- 
rious tranſports, which were alſo diſregarded by 
lord B —-, till one night he wa: exaſperated by 
the inſinuations of Mr C——, who, I believe, in- 
flamed his jealouſy, by hinting a ſuſpicion that 
I was really in love with his rival. What paſſed 
betwixt them I know not, but he ſent for me 
from the opera, by a phyſician of Paris, who 
was a ſort of a go-between among us all, and who 
told me, that if I did not come home on the 
inſtant, a duel would be fought, on my account. 
I was very much ſhocked at this informati- 
on; but by being uſed to alarms from the be- 
haviour of lord —, I had acquired a pretty good 
ſhare of reſolution, and with great compoſure 
entered the room where lord B— was with his 
companion, whom I immediately ordered to 
withdraw. I then gave his lordſhip to under- 
Rand, that I was informed of what had paſſed, 
and thought myſelf ſo much injured by the per- 
ſon who had juſt quitted the apartment, that I 
would no longer live under the ſame roof with 
him. ; 
Lord B— raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 
with want of candour and affection; but I eaſily 
- juſtified my own integrity, and gave him ſuch 
aſſurances of my love that his-jealouſy ſubſided, 
and his ſpirits were recompoſed. Nevertheleſs 
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I inſiſting upon his diſmiſſing Mr C—, on pain | 


of my leaving the houſe, as I could not help think- 
ing he had uſed his endeavours to prejudice me 


in the opinion of my lord. If his conduct was 


the reſult of friendſhip for his patron, he certainly 
acted the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent. 
But I could not eaſily forgive him, becauſe a few 
weeks before, he had, by my intereſt, obtained a 


conſiderable addition to his allowance; and even 


after the ſteps he had taken to diſoblige me, I 
was not ſo much his enemy but that I prevailed 
upon lord B— to double his ſalary, that his 
leaving the family might be no detriment to his 
fortune. * 

His lordſhip having complied with my demand, 
this gentleman, after having ſtayed three days in 
the houſe to prepare for his departure, during 
which, I would not ſuffer him to be admitted 
into my preſence, made his retreat with a fine 


young girl who was my companion; and I have 


never ſeen him ſince that time. 

Sir 1—. ſtill continued furious, and would 
not take a denial, except from my own mouth; 
upon which, with the approbation of lord B—, 


I indulged him with an interview. He entered 


the apartment with a ſtern countenance, and told 
me 41 had uſed him ill. I pleaded guilty to 
the charge, and begged his pardon accordingly. 
1 attempted to reaſon the caſe with him, but he 
would hear no arguments except his own, and e- 


ven tried to intimidate me with threats; which 
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provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. I told him that I feared nothing 
but the report of my own conſcience; that 
though I had acted a ſimple part, he durſt not 
jay there was any thing criminal in my conduct; 
and that, from his preſent frantic and unjuſt 
behaviour, I thought myſelf happy in having e- 
icaped him. tic ſwore I was the moſt inflexible 
of all creatures, aſked if nothing would move me? 
and when I anſwered, “ Nothing,” took his leave 
and never afterwards perſecuted me with his ad- 
dreſſes : tho' 1 have heard he was vain and falſe 
. enough to boaſt of favours, which upon my ho- 
nour, he never received, as he himſelf, at one 
time owned to doctor Cantwell at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy and di- 
ſtraction upon my account, he was loved with 
the ſame violence of paſhon by a certain Scotch 
lady of quality, who, when he followed me to 
France, purſued him thither with the ſame eager- 
neſs and expedition. Far from being jealous of 
me as a rival, ſhe uſed to come to my houſe, im- 
plore my good offices with the object of her love, 
and laying herſelf on the floor at full length, be- 
fore the fire, weep and cry like a perſon bereft 
of her ſenſes. She bitterly complained, that he 
bad never obliged her but once; and begged with, 
the moſt earneſt ſupplications, that I would give 
her an opportunity of ſeeing him at my houſe. 
But I thought proper to avoid her company, as 
ſoon as I perceived her intention. 
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We continued at Paris for ſome time, during 
which I contracted an acquaintance with the ſiſter 
of Madam la T—. She was the ſuppoſed miſtreſs 
of the prince of C, endowed with a great 
ſhare of underſtanding, and loved pleaſure to ex- 


ceſs, though ſhe maintained her reputation on - 


a reſpectable footing, by living with her huſband 
and mother. This lady perceiving that I had 
inſpired her lover with a paſſion, which gave me 


uneaſineſs on her account, actually practiſed all 


her eloquence and art, in perſuading me to liſten 


to his love; for it was a maxim with her to 


pleaſe him at any rate. I was ſhocked at her inde- 
licate complaiſance, and rejected the propoſal, 
as repugnant to my preſent engagement, which 
I held as ſacred as any nuptial tie, and much 
more binding than a forced or unnatural mar- 
riage. 

Upon our return to England, we lived in great 
harmony and peace; and nothing was wanting 
to my happineſs, but the one thing to me the 
moſt needful ; I mean the inchanting tenderneſs 
and delightful enthuſiaſm of love. Lord B 
heart (I believe) felt the ſoft impreſſions; and, 
for my own part, I loved him with the moſt 
faithful affection. It is not enough to ſay 
I withed him well; I had the moſt delicate, 
the moſt genuine eſteem for his virtue, I 
had an intimate regard and anxiety for his 
intereſt; and felt for him as if he had been 
my own ſon: but ſtill there was a vacancy 
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in my heart; there was not that fervour, that 
tranſport, that ecſtacy of paſſion which I had 
formerly known; my boſom was not filled with 
the little diety : I could not help recalling to my 
remembrance, the fond, the-raviſhing moments 
1 had paſſed with 8 — Had I underſtood the 
conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures were happily 
exchanged for my preſent ſituation, becauſe, if I 
was now deprived of thoſe rapturous enjoyments, 
I was alſo exempted from the cares and anxiety 
that attended them ; but I was generally extrava- 
gant in my notions of happineſs, and therefore 
conſtrued my preſent tranquillity into an inbpia 
tanguor and ſtagnation of life. 

While I remained in this inactivity of ſenti- 
ment, lord „ having received a very conſide- 
rable addition to his fortune, ſent a meſſage to 
me, promiſing, that if I would leave lord B—, 
he would make me a preſent of a houſe and fur- 
niture, where I ſhould live at my ceaſe, without 
being expoſed to his viſits, except when I ſhould 
be diſpoſed to receive them. This propoſal he 
made, in conſequence of what I had always de- 
clared, namely, that if he had not reduced me to 
the neceſlity of putting myſelf under the protec- 
tion of ſome perſon.or other, by depriving me 
of any other means of ſubſiſtence, I ſhould ne- 
ver have given the world the leaſt cauſe to ſcan- 
dalize my reputation; and that 1 would with- 
draw myſelf from my preſent dependance, as 
ſoon as he ſhould enable me to live by myſelf. 
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I was therefore reſolved to. be as good as my 
word, and accepted his offer, on condition that 
I ſhould be wholly at my own diſpoſal, and that 
he ſhould never enter my door but as a viſitant 
or common friend. | 

Theſe articles being ratified by his word and 
honour {the value of which I did not then know) 
an houſe was furniſhed according to my directi- 
ons; and I fignified my intention to lord B, 
who conſented to my removal, with this proviſo, 
that I ſhould continue to ſee him. I wrote alſo- 


to his relation Mr B-—, who, in his anſwer, 


obſerved, that it was too late to adviſe when I | 
was aCtually determined. All my friends and 
5 o 
acquaintance approved of the ſcheme, though it 
was one of the moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps I had e- 
ver taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my. 
benefactor; which I ſoon did, and always ſhall 


regret and condemn. So little is the world qua- 
lified to judge of private affairs! | 


When the time of our parting drew near, 
lord B—— became gloomy and diſcontented, and 


evenintreated me topoſtpone my reſolution, but I 


told him that now every thing was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retract without incur- 
ring the imputation of folly and extravagance. 
On the very day of my departure, Mr B en- 
deavoured, with all the arguments he could ſug- 
geſt, to diſſuade me from my purpoſe; and I made 
uſe of the ſame anſwer which had ſatisfied his friend. 
Einding me determined upon removing, he burſt 
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out into a flood of tears, exclaiming, © By Gd 
* if lord B — can bear it, I can't.” I was 
thunderſtruck at this expreſſion ; for though I 
had been told that Mr B— was in love with 
me, I gave no credit to the report, becauſe he 
had never declared his paſſion, and this was the 
firſt hint of it that ever eſcaped bim in my hear- 
ing. I was therefore ſo much amazed at the 
circumſtance of this abrupt explanation, that-I 
could make no anſwer; but having taken my 

leave, went away, ruminating on the Nee 
declaratiou. b 

Lord B— (as I was informed) ſpoke not a 
word that whole night, and took my leaving 
him ſo much to heart, that two years elapſed 
before he got the better of bis grief. This intel- 
ligence I afterwards received from his own 
mouth, and aſked his forgiveneſs for my unkind 
retreat, though I ſhall never be able to obtain 
my own. As for Mr B——, he was overwhelm- 
ed with ſorrow, and made ſuch efforts to ſup- 
preſs his concern, as had well nigh coſt him his 
life. Dr 8 was called to bim in the middle 
. of the night, and found him-almoſt ſuffocated. 
He ſoon gueſſed the cauſe, when he underſtood 
that IJ had left the houſe : ſo that I myſelf was 
the only perſon concerned who was utterly igno- 
rant of his affection; for I ſolemnly declare he 
never gave me the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpeQ. it 
while I lived with his relation, becauſe he had 
too. much honour to entertain a thought of ſup- 
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planting his friend, and too good an opinion of 
me to believe he ſhould have ſucceeded in the 
attempt. Though my love for lord B -— was 
not ſo tender and intereſting as the paſſion I had 
felt for S——, my fidelity was inviolable, and-I 
never harboured the moſt diſtant thought of any 
other perſon, till after I had reſolved to leave 
him, when (I own)-I afforded fome ſmall encou- 
ragement to the addrefles of a new admirer, by 
telling him, that I ſhould, in a little time, be 
my own miſtreſs, though I was not now at my 
own diſpoſal. 

I enjoyed my new houſe as a little paradife : 
it was accommodated with all ſorts of conve- 
niencies; every thing was new, and therefore 
pleaſing, and the whole abſolutely at. my com- 
mand. I had the company of a relation, a very 
good woman, with whom I lived in the moſt 
amicable manner; was viſited by the beſt people 
in town (I mean thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies 
having long ago forſaken me:) I frequented all 
reputable places of public entertainment, and 
had a concert at home once a week; fo that 
my days rolled on in happineſs and quiet, till all 
my ſweets were imbittered by the vexatious be- 
haviour of my huſband, who began to importune 
me again to live with him; and by the increaſing 
anxiety of lord B—-—, who, (though I ſtill ad- 
mitted his viſits) plainly perceived that I wanted 
to relinquiſh his correſpondence. This diſcovery 
raiſed ſuch tempeſts of jealouſy and deſpair 
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within his breaſt, that he kept me in continual 
alarms: he ſent meſſages to me every hour, 
figned his letters with his own blood, raved like 
a man in an extaſy of madneſs, railed at my in- 
gratitude, and praiſed my conduct by turns. He 
offered to ſacrifice every thing for my love, to 
leave the kingdom forthwith, and live with me 
for ever in any part of the world where I ſhould 
chooſe to reſide, 

Theſe were generous and tempting propoſals ; 
but I was beſet with counſellors who were not 
totally diſintereſted, and who diſſuaded me from 
embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 
that lord would be highly injured by my 
compliance. I liſtened to their advice, and har- 
dened my heart againſt lord B—'s ſorrow and ſo- 
licitations. My behaviour on this occaſion is al- 
together unaccountable; this was the only time 
that ever I was a flave to admonition. The 
condition of lord B—— would have melted any 
heart but mine, and yet mine was one of the 
moſt ſenſible : be employed his couſin as an ad- 
vocate with me, till that gentleman aCtually 
refuſed the office, telling him candidly, that. his 
own inclinations were too much engaged to per- 
mit him to perform the taſk with fidelity and 
truth. He accordingly reſolved to avoid wy 
preſence, until my lord and I ſhould come to 
ſome final determination, which was greatly re- 
tarded by the perſeverance of his lordſhip, who 
would not reſign his hopes eyen when I pretended. 
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that another man had engaged my heart, but ſaid, 


that in time my affeCtion might return. 

Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore 
off; upon which Mr B—— renewed his viſits, 
and many agreeable and happy hours we paſſed 
together. Not that he, or any other perſon 
whom I now ſaw, ſucceeded to the privilege of 
a fortunate lover: I knew he loved me to mad- 
neſs; but I would not gratify his paſſion any 
other way than by the moſt profound eſteem and 
veneration for his virtues, which were altogether 
amiable and ſublime ;. and IJ would here draw 
his character minutely, but it would take up too 
much time to ſet forth his merits; the only man 
living of my acquaintance who reſembles him is 
lord F-—, of whom I ſhall ſpeak in the ſequel. 

About this time I underwent a very intereſting 
change in the ſituation of my heart. I had Tent 
a meſſage to my old lover 8 —, deſiring he 
would allow my picture, which was in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, to be copied; and he now tranſmitted 
it to me by my lawyer, whom he directed to aſk, 


if L intended to be at the next maſquerade. This | 


curioſity had a ſtrange effect upon my ſpirits ; 
my heart fluttered at the queſtion, and my ima- 
gination glowed with a thouſand fond preſages. 


I anſwered in the affirmative, and we met by 


accident at the ball. I could not behold him 
. without emotion; when he accoſted me, his 
well known voice made my heart vibrate like a 
muſical chord, when its uniſon is ſtruck. All 
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the ideas of our paſt love, which the lapſe of 
time and abſence had enfeebled- and lulled to 
fleep, now awoke, and were reinſpired by his 
appearance; ſo that his artful excuſes were eaſily 
admitted: I forgave him all that I had ſuffered 
on his account, becauſe he was the natural lord 
of my affection; and our former correſpondence 
was renewed. | 

TT thought myſelf | in a new world of bliſs in 
conſequence of this reconciliation, the raptures 
of which continued unimpaired for the ſpace of 
four months, during which time be was fonder 
of me, if poſſible, than before, repeated his pro- 
miſe of marriage, if we ſhould ever have it in 
our power; aſſured me he had never been happy 
ſince he left me; that he believed no woman 
had ever loved like me: and indeed to have a 
notion of my paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt 
have loved as I did: but through a ſtrange ca- 
price, I broke off the correſpondence, out of ap- 
prehenſion that he would forſake me again. 
From his paſt conduct, I dreaded what might 
happen and the remembrance of what I had 
undergone by his inconſtancy, filled my imagi- 
nation with ſuch horror, that I could not endure 
the ſhocking proſpect, and prematurely plunged 
myſelf into the danger rather than endure the 
terrors of expectation. I remembered that his 
former, attachment began in the ſeaſon of my 
proſperity, when my fortune was in the zenith, 
and my youth in its prime; and that he had for- 
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ſaken me in the day of trouble, when my life 


became embaraſſed, and my circumſtances were 
on the decline: I foreſaw nothing but continual 
perſecution from my huſband, and feared, that 
once the keener tranſports of our reconciliation 
ſhould be over, his affection would ſink under 
the ſeverity of its trial. In conſequence of this 
deſertion, I received a letter from bim, acknow- 


ledging that he was rightly ſerved, but that my 


retreat gave him inexpreſſible concern. 

Mean while, lord continued to act in the 
character of a fiend, tormenting me with his 
nauſeous importunities: he prevailed upon the 
duke of L 
ſuading me to live with him; aſſuring his grace 
that I had actually promiſed to give him that 
proof of my obedience, and that I would come 


home the ſooner for being preſſed to compliance - 


by a perſon of his rank and character. Induced 
by theſe repreſentations, the duke honoured me 


with a viſit; and in the courſe of his exhortati- 


ons I underſtood how he had been thus miſin- 
formed: upon which I ſent for lord „and in 
his preſence convicted him of the falſehood, by 
communicating to his grace the articles of our 
laſt agreement, which he did not think proper 
to deny; and the duke being undeceived, de- 
clared that he would not have given me the trou- 
ble of vindicating myſelf, had he not been miſled 
by the inſincerity of my lord. 


to employ his influence in per- 
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| Baffled in thisattempt, he engaged Mr H 
V——, and afterwards my own father, in the 
ſame taſk; and though I ſtill adhered to my firſt 
reſolution, perſiſted with ſuch obſtinacy in his 
endeavours to make me unhappy, that I deter- 
mined to leave the kingdom. - Accordingly, af- 
ter I had ſpent the evening with him at Rane- 
lagh, I went away about two o'clock in the 
morning, leaving my companion, with directions 
to reſtore to my lord his houſe, furniture, plate, 
and every thing he had given me ſince our laſt 
accommodation; ſo far was I, upon this occaſi- 
on, or at any other time of my life, for embez- 
zling any part of his fortune. My friend fol- 
lowed my inſtructions moſt punctually; and his 
lordſhip knows, and will ee the truth 
of this aſſertion. 

Thus have I explained the true cauſe of my 
firſt expedition to Flanders, whither the world 
was good-natured enough to ſay I followed Mr 
B and the whole army, which happened to 
be ſent abroad that ſummer. Before my depar- 
ture, I likewiſe tranſmitted to lord B— — the 
dreſling-plate, china, and a very conſiderable ſet- 
tlement, on which he had been generous enough 
to make me a preſent. This was an inſtance of 
my integrity, which I thought due to a man who 
had laid me under great obligations; and though 
I have. lived to be refuſed a ſmall ſum both by 
him and S——, I do not repent of my diſinte- 
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reſted behaviour; all the revenge I harbour 
againſt the laſt of theſe lovers, is the deſire of 
having it in my power to do him good. - 

I now found myſelf adrift in the world again, 
and very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my 
condition, for my indiſcretion in leaving lord 
B „and in truſting to the word of lord » 
' without Tome further ſecurity ; but I have dearly 
paid for my imprudence. The more I ſaw into 
the character of this man whom deſtiny hath ap- 
pointed my ſcourge, the more was I determined 
to avoid his fellowſhip and communication; for 
he and J are, in point of diſpoſition, as oppoſite 
as any two principles in nature. In the firſt 
place, he is one of the moſt unſocial beings that 
ever exiſted; when I was pleaſed and happy he 
was always out of temper, but if he could find 


means to overcaſt and cloud my mirth, though 
never ſo innocent, he then diſcovered ſigns of 


uncommon ſatisfaction and content, becauſe, by 
this diſagreeable temper, he baniſhed all compa- 
ny from his houſe. He is extremely weak of 
underſtanding, though he poſſeſſes a good ſhare 
of low cunning, which has ſo egregiouſly impoſed 
upon ſome people, that they have actually be- 
lieved him a good-natured eaſy creature, and 
blamed me becauſe I did not manage him to bet- 
ter purpoſe; but, upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obſtinate as a mule, 
and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is ut- 
. terly void of all commendable qualities: he is 
Vor. . Q 
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punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in 
good humour, and would be well bred, were he 
not ſubject to fits of abſence, during which he 
is altogether unconverſable ; but he is proud, 
naturally ſuſpicious, jealous, equally with and 
without cauſe, never made a friend, and is an ut- 
ter ſtranger to the joys of intimacy; in ſhort, he 
hangs like a damp upon ſociety, and may be 
properly called Az//-zoy, an epithet which he has 
juſtly acquired. He honours me with conſtant 
profeſſions of love, but his conduct is ſo oppoſite 
to my ſentiments of that paſſion, as to have been 
the prime ſource of all my misfortunes and afflic- 
tion; and I have often wiſhed myſelf the ob- 
ject of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a change 
in his behaviour. 
Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, he is in his own mind; 
for he is literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never en- 
joyed one gleam of ſatisfaction, except at the 
expence of another's quiet; and yet with this 
(1 had almaſt called it diabolical) quality, he ex- 
pects that I ſhould cheriſh him with all the ten- 
derneſs of affection. After he has been at pains 
to incur my averſion, he puniſhes my diſguſt, 
by contriving ſchemes to mortify and perplex me, 
which have often ſucceeded ſo effectually, as to 
endanger my life and conſtitution ; for I have 
been fretted and frighted into ſundry fits of ill 
neſs, and then T own 1 wore e his care 


and concern. 
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Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is fo unſteady in his ceconomy, that he is jt 
always new modelling his affairs, and exhauſting _ = 
his fortune, by laying out ten pounds m order to | 
ſave a ſhilling. He inquires into the character of a 
ſervant after he has lived two years in his fami- 
ly, and is ſo ridiculouſly ſtocked with vanity and 
ſelf-conceit, that notwithſtanding my aſſurance 
before, and the whole ſeries of my conduct fince 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced 
him of my diſlike, he is {till perſuaded, that at | | 
bottom, I muſt admire and be enamoured of his bu 
agreeable perſon and accompliſhments, and that 1 
I would not fail to manifeſt my love, were I not 
ſpirited up againſt him by his own relations. BY 
Perhaps it might be their intereſt to foment the 1 
miſunderſtanding betwixt us; but really, they 6 
give themſelves no trouble about our affairs; 
and, ſo far as I know them, are a very good ſort 
of people. On the whole, I think J may with 
juſtice pronounce my precious yoke-fellow a 


trifling, teazing, inſufferable, inconfiſtent crea» 
ture. | | 


With the little money which remained of what 
I had received from his lordſhip, for houfekeep+ 
ing, I tranſported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived 
in Ghent, a few days after our troops were quar- | 
tered in that city, which was ſo much crowded l 
with theſe new viſitants, that I ſhould have found 
it impraCticable to procure a lodging, had I not 
been accommodated by lord R B—, the 
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duke of A——s youngeſt brother, who very 
politely gave me up his own. Here I faw my 
friend Mr B— , who was overjoyed at my ar- 
rival, though jealous of every man of his ac-, 
quaintance ; for he loved me with all the ardour 
of paſſion, and I regarded him with all the per- 
fection of friendſhip, which, had he lived, in 
time might have produced love; though that was 
a fruit which it never brought forth. Not- 
withſtanding his earneſt ſolicitations to the con- 
trary, I ſtayed but a week in Ghent, from 
whence I proceeded to Bruſſels, and fixed my 
abode in the Hotel de Flandre, among an agree- 
able ſet of gentlemen and ladies, with whom 
I ſpent my time very chearfully. There was a 
fort of court in this city, frequented by all the 
officers, who could obtain permiſſion to go thi- 
ther; and the place in general was gay and a- 
greeable., I was introduced to the beſt families, 
and very happy in my_ acquaintance for the 
ladies were polite, good tempered and obliging, 
and treated me with the utmoſt hoſpitality and 
reſpect. Among others, I contracted a friend- 
ſhip with Madam la counteſſe de C—, and 
her two daughters, who were very amiable young 
/ Hadies; and became intimate with the princeſs 
C——, and counteſs WM,, lady of the bed- 
chamber to the queen of Hungary, and a great 
favourite of the governor Monfieur DH, in 
whoſe houſe ſhe lived with his wife, who was 


alſo a lady of a very engaging diſpolition. 
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Soon after I had fixed my habitation at Bruſ- 
| els, the company at our Hotel was increaſed by 
three officers, who- profeſſed themſelves my ad- 
mirers, and came from Ghent, with a view of 
ſoliciting my love. This triumvirate conſiſted 
of the Scotch earl of —, lord R M— , 
and another young officer : the firſt-was a man 
of a very genteel figure and amorous complexi- 
on, danced well, and had a great deal of good 
humour, with a mixture of vanity and ſelf. con- 
ceit. The ſecond had a good face, though a 
clumſy perſon, and a very ſweet diſpoſition, 
very much adapted for the ſentimental paſſion 
of love: and the third (Mr W by. name) 
was tall, thin, and well-bred, with a great ſtock 
of good nature and vivacity. Theſe adventu- 
rers began their addreſſes in general acts of gal- 
lantry, that comprehended ſeveral of my female 
friends, with whom we uſed to engage in parties 
of pleaſure, both in the city and the environs, 
which are extremely agreeable. When they 
thought they had taken the preliminary ſteps of 
ſecuring themſelves in my good opinion and 
eſteem, they agreed to go on without further 
delay, and that lord ſhould make the firſt. 
attack upon my heart. 

He accordingly laid ſiege to me, with ſuck 
warmth and aſhduity, that I believe he deceived 
himſelf, and began to think he was actually in 
love; though at bottom, he felt no impulſe that 
deſerved the ſacred name. Tho I diſcouraged. 
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him in the beginning, he perſecuted me with his 
addreſſes ; he always fat by me at dinner, and 
imparted a thouſand trifles in continual whiſpers, 
which attracted the notice of the company ſo 
much, that I began to fear his behaviour would 
give riſe to ſome report to my prejudice; and 
therefore avoided him with the utmoſt caution. 
Notwithſtanding all my care, however, he found 
means one night, while my maid, who lay in my 
room, went down ſtairs, to get into my chamber 
after I was a- bed; upon which, I ſtarted. up, and 
told him, that if he ſhould approach me, I would 
alarm the houſe; for I never wanted courage 
and reſolution. Perceiving my diſpleaſure, he 
kneeled by the bed- ſide, begg'd I would have pity 
on his ſufferings, and ſwore I ſhould have carte 
blanche to the utmoſt extent of his fortune. To 
theſe propoſals I made no. other reply, but that 

| of proteſting I would never ſpeak to him again, 

) if he did not quit my apartment that moment; 
upon which he thought proper to withdraw; 
and I never afterwards gave him an opportunity 
of ſpeaking. to me on the ſame ſubject; ſo that, 
in a few weeks, he ſeparated himſelf from our 
ſociety z though the ladies of Bruſſels confidered 
him as my lover, becauſe, of all the other officers, 
he was their greateſt favourite. 

His lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr W— 
took the field, and affailed my heart in a very 

different manner. He ſaid he knew not how to 
make love, but was a man of honour, would 
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keep the ſecret, and ſo forth. To this cavalier 
addreſs I anſwered, that I was not angry, as I 
otherwiſe ſhould have been at his blunt declara- 
tion, becauſe I found by his own confeſſion, he 
did not know what was due to the ſex ; and my 
unhappy ſituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him for 
a liberty which he would not have dream'd of 
taking, had not my misfortune encouraged his 
preſumption. But I would deal with him in his 
own way ; and far from aſſuming the. prude, 
frankly aſſured him, that he was not at all to my 
taſte, hoping he would conſider my diſlike as a 
ſufficient reafon to reject his love. 

Lord R—— began to feel the FROST of a 
genuine paſhon, which he carefully cherifhed in 
ſilence, being naturally diffident and baſhful ; 
but by the very means he uſed to conceal it from 
my obſervation, I plainly diſcerned the fituation 
of his heart, and was not at all diſpleaſed at the 
progreſs I had made in his inclinations. Mean 
while, he cultivated my acquaintance with great 
aſſiduity and reſpect, attended me in all my 
excurſions, and particularly in an expedition to 
Antwerp, with two other gentlemen, where, in 
downright gaietẽ de cœur, we ſat for our pictures, 
which were drawn in one piece; one of the 
party being repreſented in the dreſs of an huſſar, 
and another in that of a running footman. This 
incident I mention' becauſe the performance, 
Which is now in my poſſeſſion, gave birth to a 
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thouſand groundleſs reports, that circulated. in 
England at our expence. 

It was immediately after this jaunt, that lord 
| R— began to diſcloſe his paſſion ; tho? he, at 
the ſame time, ſtarted ſuch objeCtions as ſeemed 
well nigh to extinguiſh his hopes, lamenting, 

that even if he ſhould have the happineſs to en- 
gage my affeCtions, his fortune was too inconſi- 
derable to ſupport us againſt the efforts of lord 
, ſhould he attempt to interrupt our felicity ; 
and that he himſelf was obliged. to follow the 
motions of the army. In ſhort, he ſeemed. to 
conſider my felicity more than his own, and be- 
haved with ſuch delicacy, as gradually made an 
impreſſion on my heart; ſo that when we part- 
ed, we agreed to renew our correſpondence in 
England.. | 

In the midſt of theſe agreeable ente 
which I enjoyed in almoſt all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day, 
ſitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the 
gate; upon. which we went to the windows to 
ſatisfy our curioſity, when who ſhould ſtep out 
of the convenience, but my little inſignificant 
lord. I no ſooner announced him to the com- 
pany, than all the gentlemen aſked whether they 
ſhould ſtay and protect me, or withdfaw ; and 
when I aſſured them, that their protection was 
not neceſſary, one and all of them retired; 
though lord R—— M went no farther than 
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the parlour below, being determined to ſcreen 
me againſt all violence and compulſion. I ſent a 
meſſage to my lord, deſiring him to walk up into 
my apartment ; but although his ſole errand was 
to ſee and carry me off, he would not venture to 
accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me 
in form from the governor of the place. 

That gentleman being altogether a ſtranger to 
his perſon and charaCter, referred him to the 
commanding officer of the Engliſh troops, who 
was a man of humour, and upon his lordſhip's 
application, pretended to doubt his identity; ob- 
ſerving, that he had always heard lord re- 
preſented as a jolly corpulent man. He gave bim 
to underſtand, however, that even granting him 
to be the perſon, I was by no means ſubject to 
military law, unleſs he could prove that I had 
ever liſted in his majeſty's ſervice. 

Thus diſappointed in his endeavours, he re- 
turned to the inn, and with much perſuaſion, 
truſted himſelf in my dinning-room, after having 
ſtationed his attendant at the door, in caſe of 
accidents. When I aſked, what had procured 
me the honour of this viſit; he told me, his bu- 
ſineſs and intention were to carry me home. 

This declaration produced a conference, in which 
I argued the caſe with him; and matters were 
accommodated for the preſent, by my promiſing 
to be in England ſome time in September, on 
condition that he would permit me to live by my- 
ſelf, as before, and immediately order the arrears 
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of my pin- money to be paid. He afſented to 


| every thing I propoſed, returned in peace to his 


own country, and the deficiencies of my allow- 
ance were made good; while I returned to Bruſ- 
ſels, where I ſtayed until my departure for Eng- 
land, which I regulated in ſuch a manner as was 
conſiſtent with my engagement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-Mall, and ſending for 
my lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and 
put him in mind of his promiſe ; when, to my 
utter aſtoniſhment and confuſion, he owned, 
that his promiſe was no more than a decoy to 
bring me over, and that I muſt lay my account 
with living in his houſe like a dutiful and obe- 


dient wife. I heard him with the indignation 


ſuch treatment deſerved, upbraiding him with 
his perfidious dealing, which I told him would 
have determined me againſt cohabitation with 
him, had I not been already reſolved : and being 
deſtitute of all reſource, repaired to Bath, where 
' I afterwards met with Mr D-— and Mr R, 
two gentlemen who had been my fellow-paſſen- 
gers in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 


with great friendſhip and politeneſs, without 


either talking or thinking of love. 
With theſe gentlemen, who were as idle as 
myſelf, I went to the jubilee at Preſton, which 
was no other than a great number of people aſ- 
ſembled in a ſmall town extremely ill accommoda- 
ted, to partake of diverſions that were bad imita- 
tions of plays, concerts, and maſquerades. If the 
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world ſhould place to the account of my indiſcre- 
tion, my travelling in this manner, with gentle- 
men to whom I had no particular attachment; 
let it alſo be conſidered, as an alleviation, that 
I always lived in terror of my lord, and conſe- 
quently was often obliged to ſhift my quarters; 
ſo that my finances being extremely ſlender, I 
ſtood the more in need of aſſiſtance and protection. 
I was, beſides, young, inconſiderate, and ſo 
ſimple, as to ſuppoſe the figure of an ugly man 
would always ſecure me from cenſure on his 
account: neither did I ever dream of any man's 
addreſſes, until he made an actual declaration of 
his love. 

Upon my return to Bath, I was again harraſ- 
ſed by lord ——, who came thither accompanied 
by my father, whom I was very glad to ſee, 
though he importuned me to comply with my 
huſband's defire, and for the future keep mea- 
ſures with the world. This remonſtrance about 
living with my lord, which he conſtantly re- 
peated, was the only inſtance of his unkindneſs 
which I ever felt. But all his admonitions were 
not of force ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in 
that particular; though the debate continued 
ſo late, that I told his lordſhip, it was high time 
to retire, for I could not accommodate him with 
a bed. He then gave me to underſtand, that he 
would ſtay where he was, upon which my father 
took his leave on pretence 25 looking out fot. a 

lodging for himſelf, Ly 
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The little gentleman being now left tte a ici 
with me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of appre- 
henſion in his looks; but muſtering up all his 
reſolution, he went to the door, called up three 
of his ſervants, whom he placed as centinels upon 
the ſtair, and flounced into my elbow- chair, 
where he reſigned himſelf to reſt. Intending to 
go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and decent 
that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion 
of his footmen, and with that view bolted the 
door. Lord hearing himſelf locked in, 
ſtarted up in the utmoſt terror and conſterna- 
tion, kicked the door with his heel, and ſcream- 
ed aloud, as if he had been in the hands of an 
aſſaſſin. My father, who had not yet quitted 
the houſe, hearing theſe outcries, ran up ſtairs 
again, and coming through my bed-chamber, in- 
to the dining-room, where we were, found me al- 
moſt ſuffocated with laughter, and his heroic 
ſon-in-law ſtaring like one who had loſt his wits, 
with his hair ſtanding on end. 

When my father aſked the meaning of his 
exclamations, he told him with all the ſymptoms 
of diſmay, that I had locked him in, and he did 
not underſtand ſuc} uſage : but I explained the 
whole myſtery, by ſaying I had bolted the door, be- 
cauſe I did not like the company of his ſervants, 
and could not imagine the cauſe of his panic, un- 
leſs he thought I deſigned to raviſh him; an 
inſult, than which nothing was farther from my 
intention, My father himſelf could ſcarce re- 
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frain from laughing at his ridiculous fear; but 
ſeeing him in great confuſion, took pity on his 
condition, and carried him off to his own lodgings 
after I had given my word, that I would not 
attempt to eſcape, but give him audience next 
morning. T accordingly kept my promiſe, and 
found means to perſuade them to leave me at 
| my own diſcretion. Next day I was rallied up- 

on the ſtratagem I had contrived to frighten 
lord ; and a thouſand idle ſtories were told 
about this adventure, which happened literally 
as I have related it. 

From Bath I betook myſelf to a Call houſe 
near Lincoln, which I bad hired of the D— of 
A——, becauſe a country life ſuited beſt with 
my income, which was no more than four hun- 
dred pounds a year, and that not well paid. I 
continued ſome months in this retirement, and 
ſaw no company except lord R M , 
who lived in the neighbourhood, and viſited me 
twice; till finding myſelf indiſpoſed, I was ob- 
liged to remove to London, and took lodgings in 
Maddox-ſtreet, where my garriſon was taken by 
ſtorm, by my lord and his ſtewart, retnforced by 
Mr L V, (who as my Lord told me, 
had a ſubſidy of five and twenty pounds, before 
he would take the field) and a couple of hardy 
footmen. This formidable band ruſhed into my 
apartment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged 


me down ſtairs without gloves or a cloths and 
Vo. III. R 
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thruſting me into a coach that ſtood at the 
door, conveyed me to my lord's n in Glou- 
ceſter- ſtreet. 

Upon this occaſion, his lordſhip courageouſly 
drew his ſword upon my woman, who attempted 
to defend me from his inſults, and in all proba- 
bility, would have intimidated him from proceed- 
ing; for he looked pale and aghaſt, his knees 
knocked together, and he breathed thick and hard 
with his noſtrils dilated, as if he had ſeen a ghoſt. - 
But he was encouraged by his mercenary aſſociate, 
who, for the five and twenty pounds, ſtood by 
him in the day of trouble, and eres him on 
to this gallant enterprize. 

In conſequence of this exploit, I was cooped 
up in a paultry apartment in Glouceſter-ſtreet, 
where I was cloſe beſet by his lordſhip, and his 
worthy ſtewart Mr H—=—, with a ſet of ſervants 
that were the creatures of this fellow, of whom 
lord —— himſelf ſtood in awe; ſo that I could 
not help thinking myſelf in Newgate, among 
thieves and ruffians. To ſuch a degree did my 
terror prevail, that I actually believed I was in 
danger of being poiſoned, and would not receive 
any ſuſtenance, except from the hands of one 
harmleſs-looking fellow, a foreiguer, who was 
my lord's valet de chambre. I will not pretend 
to ſay my fears were juſt ; but ſuch was my opi- 
nion of H n that I never doubted he would 
put me out of the way, if he thought my life in- 
terfered with his intęreſt. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 195 


On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was 
viſited by the duke of L-—, a friend of my 
lord, who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a 
poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and 


= lighted with two bits of tallow candle, which had 


been left over night. He perceived in my coun- 
tenance a mixture of rage, indignation, terror 
and deſpair: be compaſſionated my ſufferings, 
though he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any 
other way than by interceding with my tyrant 
to mitigate my oppreſſion. Nevertheleſs, I re- 
mained eleven days in this comfortable fituation : 
I was watched like a criminal all day, and one 
of the ſervants walked from one room to another 
all night, in the nature of a patrole; while my 
lord, who lay in the chamber above me, got out 
of bed, and tripp'd to the window, at the 
ſound of every coach that chanced to paſs through 
the ſtreet. H——n, who was conſummate in 
the arts of a ſycophant, began to court my favour 
by condoling my affliction, and aſſuring me, that 
the only method by which I could regain my li- 
berty, was a chearful compliance with the hu- 

mour of my lord. I was fully convinced of the 
truth of this obſervation ; and though my tem- 
per is altogether averſe to diſſimulation, attempt- 
ed to affect an air of ferenity and reſignation. 
But this diſguiſe, I found, would not anſwer 
my purpoſe; and therefore I had recourſe to 
the aſſiſtance of my maid, who was permitted to 
attend me in my confinement. With her I fre- 
'R 2 
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quently conſulted about the means of accompliſh- 
ing my eſcape. In conſequence of our delibera- 


tions, ſhe directed a coach and ſix to be ready 


at a certain part of the town, and to wait for me 
three days in the ſame place; in caſe I could not 
come before the expiration of that term. 

This previous meaſure being taken according 
to my inſtructions, the next neceſſary ſtep was 
to elude the vigilance of my guard: and in this 
manner did I effeCtuate my purpoſe. Being, 
by this time indulged in the liberty of going out 
in the coach, for the benefit of the air, attended 
by two footmen who had orders to watch all my 
motions, I made uſe of this privilege one fore- 
noon, when lord expected ſome company 
to dinner, and bad the coachman drive to the 
ladgings of a man who wrote with his mouth, 
intending to give my ſpies the ſlip, on pretence 
of ſeeing this curioſity : but they were too alert 
in their duty to be thus outwitted, and followed 
me up ſtairs into the very apartment. 

Diſappointed in this hope, I revolved another 
ſcheme which was attended with ſucceſs: I 
bought ſome olives at an oil-ſhop ; and telling 
the ſervants I would proceed to St James's gate 
and take a turn in the park, broke one of the 
bottles by the way, complained of the misfor- 
tune when I was ſet down, and deſired that my 
coach might be cleaned before my return. While 
my attendants were employed in this office, I 
tripp'd acroſs the parade to the horſe guards, 
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and chanced to meet with an acquaintance in the 
park, who ſaid, he ſaw by my countenance, that 
I was upon ſome expedition. I owned his ſup- 
poſition was juſt ; but, as I had not time to relate 
particulars, I quickened my pace, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of a hackney-coach, in which I proceeded 
to the vehicle which I had appointed to be in 
waiting. 1 
While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was 
nothing but perplexity and confuſion at home; 
dinner was delayed till fix o'clock 3 my lord ran 
half the town over in queſt of his equipage, which 
at laſt returned, with an account of my elope- 
ment. My maid was brought to the queſtion, , 
and grievouſly threatened ; but (like all the wo- 
men I ever had) remained unſhaken in her fide- 
lity. In the mean time, I. travelled night- and 
day towards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of which 
his lordſhip had not, as yet, got the leaſt intelli- 
gence ;. and as my coachman was but an unex- 
perienced driver, I was obliged to make uſe of 
my own {kill in that exerciſe, and direct his en- 
deavours the whole way, without venturing to -: 
go to bed, or take the leaſt repoſe, until I reached 
my own habitation. There I lived in peace and 
tranquillity for the ſpace of ſix weeks, when 1 
was alarmed by one of my lord's myrmidons,  * 
Who came into the neighbourhood, . bluſtering 


and ſwearing, that he would carry me off, either 
dead or alive. 


N. 3. 
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It is not to be ſuppoſed that I was perfectly 
eaſy when I was made acquainted with his pur- 
pole and declaration, as my whole family cou- 
ſiſted of no more than a couple of women and 
one footman. However, I ſummoned up my 
courage, which had been often tried, and never 


forſook me in the day of danger; and ſent him 
word, that if ever he ſhould preſume to approach. 


my houſe, I would order him to be ſhot without 
ceremony. The fellow did not chuſe to put me 
to the trial, and returned to town without his 
errand. But as the place of my abode was now 
diſcovered, I laid my account with having a viſit 
from his employer: I therefore planted ſpies 
upon the road, with a promiſe of reward to him 
who ſhould bring me the firſt intelligence of his 
lordſhip's approach. | 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprized ob 
his coming; and mounting horſe immediately, 
with my woman and valet, away we rode, in 


_ defiance of winter. In two days I traverſed the 


wilds of Lincolnſhire and hundreds of Eſſex, 
croſſed the river at Tilbury, breakfaſted at Cha- 
tham, by the help of a guide and moon-light, 
arrived at Dover the ſame evening, embarked for 
Calais, in which place I found myſelf next day 
at two o'clock in the afternoon; and being 
heartily tired with my journey, betook myſelf to 
reſt. My maid, who was not able to travel with 
ſuch expedition, followed me at an eaſier pace; 
and the footman was ſo aſtoniſhed at my perſeve- 
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rance, that he could not help aſking upon the 
road; if ever I was weary in my life. Certain it 
is, my ſpirits and reſolution have enabled me to 
undergo fatigues that were almoſt incredible. 
From Calais I went to Brufſels, where I again 
ſet up my reſt in private lodgings; was again 


perfectly well received by the faſhionable people 
of that place; and, by the intereſt of my friends, 


obtained the queen of Hungary's protection a- 

gainſt the perſecution of my huſband, while I 

ſhould reſide in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Thus ſecured, I lived uncenſured, converſing 


with the Engliſh company, with which this city 


was crouded, but ſpent-the moſt agreeable: part 
of my time with the counteſs of Calemberg, in 
whoſe houſe I generally dined and ſupped : and 
I alſo contracted an intimacy with the princeſs 
of Chemay, who was a great fayourite with 
madam D'Harrach, the governor's lady. 
3 had not been long in this happy ſituation, 
when I was diſturbed by the arrival of lord —, 
who demanded me of the governor ; but finding 
me ſheltered from his power, he ſet out for 


Vienna; and, in conſequence of his repreſenta- _.. 


tions, ſtrengthened with the Duke of N—'s 
name, my protection was withdrawn. But, 
before this application, he had gone to the camp, 
and addreſſed himſelf to my lord Stair, who was 


my particular friend and ally by my firſk, mar- 


riage, deſiring he would compel me to return to 


his houſe. His lordſhip told bim, that Iwas in 
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no ſhape ſubje to his command; but invited 

him to dinner, with a view of diverting himſelf 
and company, at the expence of his gueſt. In 
the evening, he was plied with ſo many bumpers 


to my health, that he became intoxicated, and 


extremely obſtreperous, inſiſted upon ſeeing lord 
Stfir, after he was retired to reſt, and quarrelled 
with lord D-—, who being a tall, large, raw 


boned Scotchman, could have fwallowed him at 


one mouthful ; but he thought he might venture 
to challenge him, in hopes of being put under 
arreſt by the general: though he reckoned with- 
out his hoſt; lord Stair knew his diſpoſition, 
and, in order to puniſh his preſumption, winked 


at the affair. The challenger, finding himſelf 


miſtaken in his conjecture, got up early in the 
morning, and went off poſt for Vienna: and lord 
Stair deſired a certain man of quality to make me 
a viſit, and give me an account of his behaviour. 
Being now deprived of my protection and pin- 
money, which my generous huſband would no 
longer pay, I was reduced to great difficulty and 
diſtreſs. The dutcheſs D'Aremberg, lord G=—, 


and many other perſons of diſtinction, interceed- 


ed in my behalf with his majeſty, who was then 
abroad; but he refuſed to interpoſe between 
man and wife. The counteſs of Calemberg 
- * wrote a letter to my father, in which ſhe repre- 


ſentedhmy uncomfortable ſituation, and under- 


took to anſwer for my conduct, in caſe he would. 
Allow me a ſmall annuity on which I. could live 
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independent of lord „who, by all accounts, 
was a wretch with whom I could never enjoy 

the leaſt happineſs or quiet; otherwiſe ſhe would 
be the firſt to adviſe me to an accommodation. 
She gave him to underſtand, that her character 
was neither doubtful nor obſcure ; and that if 
my conduct there, had not been irreproachable, 
ſhe ſhould not have taken me under her protecti- 
on: that as I propoſed to board in a convent, a 
ſmall ſum would anſwer my occaſions ; but, if 
that ſhould be denied, I would actually go to ſer- 
vice, or take ſome other'deſperate ſtep, to avoid 
the man who was my bane and averſion. 

To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwer- 
ed, that his fortune would not allow him to aſſiſt 
me; he had now a young family; and that I 
ought at all events to return to my huſband. By 
this time, ſuch was the extremity of my circum- 
ſtances, that I was forced to pawn my cloaths, 
and every trifling trinket. in my poſſeſſion, and 
even to deſcend ſo far as to ſolicit Mr S—— for 
a loan of fifty pounds, which he refuſed. 

Thus was I deſerted in my diſtreſs, by two per- 
ſons, to whom, in the ſeafon of my affluence, 
my purſe had been. always open. Nothing ſo 
efteCtually ſubdues a ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate 
as want: repulſed in this manner, I had recourſe 
to lord B—, who was alſo (it ſeems) unable 
to relieve my neceſſities. This mortification I 
deſerved at his hands, though he had once put 
it in my power to be above ſuch paltry appli- 
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cations ; and I ſhould not have been compelled 
to the diſagreeable taſk of troubling my friends, 
had not I voluntarily reſigned what he formerly 
gave me. As to the other gentleman to whom 


I addrefſed myſelf on this occaſion, I think he 


might have ſhown more regard to my ſituation, 
not only for the reaſons already mentioned, but 
becauſe he knew me too well to be ignorant of 
what I muſt have ſuffered, in condeſcending to 
make ſuch a requeſt. 

| Several officers, who gueſſed my adverſity, ge. 
nerouſly offered to ſupply me with money; but 
I could not bring myſelf to make uſe of their 
friendſhip, or even to own my diſtreſs, except to 
one perſon, of whom I borrowed a ſmall fum. 


To crown my misfortunes, I was taken very ill, 


at a time when there was no other way of avoid- 
ing the clutches of my perſecutor, but by a pre- 
cipitate flight. In this emergency, I applied to 
a worthy gentleman at Bruſſels, a very good 
friend of mine, but no lover. I ſay no lover, 
becauſe every man is ſuppoſed to act in that 
capacity who befriends a young woman in di- 


ſtreſs. This generous Fleming ſet out with me, 


in the night, from Bruſſels, and conducted me 
to the frontiers of France. Being very much 


indiſpoſed both in mind and body when I was 


obliged to undertake this expedition, I ſhould, 

in all probability, have ſunk under the fatigue of 
travelling, had not my ſpirits been kept up by 
the converſation of my companion, who was a 
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man of bufineſs and conſequence, and under- 
took to manage my affairs in ſuch a manner as 
would enable me to re-eſtabliſh my reſidence 
in the place I had left. He was young and ac- 
tive, attended me with the utmoſt care and aſſi- 
duity, and left nothing undone which he thought 
would contribute to my eaſe and ſatisfaction. 
I believe his friendſhip for me was a little tinc- 
tured with another paſſion ; but he was married, 
and lived very well with his wife, who was alſo 
my friend; ſo that he knew I would never think 
of him in the light of a lover. 

Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accom- 
modated me with a little money (for a little was 
all I would take) and returned to, his own city, 
after we had ſettled a correſpondence by letters. 
I was detained a day or two in this place by my 
indiſpoſition, which increaſed ; but nevertheleſs 
-proceeded to Paris, to make intereſt for a pro- 
tection from the king of France, which that 
monatch graciouſly accorded me, in three days 
after my firſt application; and his miniſter ſent 

orders to all the governors and intendants of the 
province towns, to protect me againſt the efforts 
of lord ——, in whatever place I ſhould chooſe 
to reſide. 

Having returned my thanks at Verſailles for 
this favour, and tarried a few days at Paris, which 
was a place altogether unſuitable to the low ebb 

of my fortune, I repaired to Liſle, where I in- 
tended to fix my habitation 3 and there my diſ- 
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order recurred with ſuch violence, that I was 
obliged to ſend for a phyſician, who ſeemed to 
have been a diſciple of Sangrada ; for he ſcarce 
left a drop of blood in my body, and yet I found 
myſelf never a whit the better. Indeed I was 
ſo much exhauſted by theſe evacuations, and my 
conſtitution fo much impaired by fatigue and 
perturbation of mind, that I had no other hope 
of recovering but that of reaching England, and 
putting myſelf under the direction of a phyſician 
on whole ability I could depend. 

With this doubtful proſpect, therefore, I de- 
termined to attempt a return to my native air, 


and actually departed from Liſle, in ſuch a melan- 


choly enfeebled condition, that I had almoſt 
fainted when I was put into the coach. But be- 
fore I reſolved upon this journey, I was reduced 
to the utmoſt exigence of fortune; ſo that I could 
| ſcarce afford to buy proviſion, had it been in my 
power to eat, and ſhould not have been able to 
defray my travelling expences, had I not been 
generouſly befriended by lord R , 
who (I am ſure) would have done any thing for 
my eaſe and accommodation, though he has un- 
juſtly incurred the imputation of being parſimo- 
nious, and I had no reaſon to expect any ſuch 
favour at his hands. , | 

In this deplorable ſtate of health, I was con- 
veyed to Calais, being all the way (as it were) in 


the arms of death, without having ſwallowed 


the leaſt ſuſtenance on the road. So much was 
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my indiſpoſition augmented by the fatigue of the 
journey, that I ſwooned when I was brought 


into the inn, and had almoſt expired before I 


could receive the leaſt aſſiſtance or advice; how- 
- ever, my ſpirits were a little revived by ſome 
bread and wine, which I took at the perſuaſion 
of a French ſurgeon, who chancing to paſs By 
the door, was called -up to my relief. Having 
ſent my ſervant to Bruſſels, to take care of my 
cloaths, I embarked in the packet-boat, and by 
that time we arrived at Dover, was almoſt in 
extremity. th 

Here I found a return coach, in which I wag 
carried to London, and was put to bed in the 
houſe where we put up, more dead than alive. 
The people of the inn, ſent for an apothecary, 
who adminiſtered ſome cordial that recalled me 
to life; and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
I told him who I was, and defired him to wait 
upon Dr 8 and inform him of my ſituation. 
A young girl, who was niece ta the landlord's 
wife, ſeeing me unattended, made a tender of her 
ſervice to me, and I accepted the offer, as well as 
of a lodging in the apothecary's houſe, to which 
I was conveyed as ſoon as my ſtrength would 
admit of my removal. There I was viſited by 
my phyſician, who was ſhocked to find me in 
ſuch a dangerous condition: however, having 
conſidered my caſe, . he perceived that my indiſ- 
Poſition proceeded from the calamities I had un- 


dergone, and encouraged me with the hope of 
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a ſpeedy cure, provided I could be kept eaſy and 
undiſturbed. 

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
carez my lord's name being never ' mentioned 
in my hearing, becauſe I conſidered him as the 
fatal ſource of all my misfortunes; -and in a 
month I recovered my health, by the great {kill 
and tenderneſs of my doctor, who now finding 
me ſtrong enough to encounter freſh troubles, 
endeavoured to perſuade me, that it would be 
my wiſeſt ſtep to return to my huſband, whom, 
at that time he had often occaſion to ſee. But I 
rejected his propoſal, commenced a new law-ſuit 
for ſeparation, and took a ſmall houſe in St James's 
Square. | 

About this time, my woman returned from 
Bruſſels, but without my cloaths, which were de- 
tained on account of the money I owed in that 
place; and aſking her diſmiſſion from my ſervice, 
| ſet up ſhop for herſelf. I had not lived many 
weeks in my new habitation, when my perſe- 
cutor renewed his attempts to make himſelf ma- 
ſter of my perſon ; but I had learn'd from ex- 
perience, to redouble my vigilance, and he was 
fruſtrated in all his endeavours. I was again 
happy in the converſation of my former acquaint- 
ance, and viſited by a great number of gentlemen, 
moſtly perſons of prebity and ſenſe, who cul- 
tivated my friendſhip, without any other motive 
of attachment. Not that I was unſolicited on 
the article of love : that was a theme on which 
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I never wanted oratots; and could I have -pre- 
vailed upon myſelf to profit by the advances 


that were made, I might have managed my op- 


portunities, ſo as to have ſet fortune at defiance 
for the future. But I was none of thoſe œco- 
nomiſts, who can ſacrifice their hearts to inte- 
reſted conſiderations. | | 

One evening, while I was converſing with three 
or four of my friends, my lawyer came in, and 
told me he had ſomething of conſequence to im- 


part: upon which, all the gentlemen but one 


went away. Then he gave me to underſtand, 
that my ſuit would immediately come to trial; 
and though he hoped the beſt, the iſſue was un- 
certain : that if it ſhould be given againſt me, 
the deciſion would inſpire my lord with freſh 
ſpirits to diſturb my peace: and therefore it 
would be convenient for me'to retire, until the 
affair ſhould be brought to a determination. 

I was very much diſconcerted at this intelli- 


gence ; and the gentleman who ſtayed, perceiving 


my concern, aſked what I intended to do, or if 
he could ſerve me in any ſhape, and deſired to 
know whither I propoſed to retreat. I affected 
to laugh, and anſwered, To a garret, I be- 
lieve.” To this overſtrained raillery, he replied, 
that if I ſhould, his friendſhip and regard would 
find the way to my apartment; and I had no 
reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of his declaration. 
We conſulted about the meaſures I ſhould take, 


and I determined to remove into the country, 
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where I was ſoon favoured with a letter from 


him, wherein he expreſſed the infinite pleafure 


he had in being able to aſſure me, that my ſuit 
had been ſucceſsful, and that I 27%, 1 appear 
again with great ſafety. 

Accordingly I returned to town in his coach 
and ſix, which he had ſent for my convenience, 
and the ſame evening went with him to the 
maſquerade, where we paſſed the night very 
agreeably, his ſpirits, as well as mine, being ele- 
vated to a joyous pitch, by the happy event of 
my. proceſs. 'This gentleman was a perſon of 
great honour, worth, and good nature ; he loved 
me extremely, but did not care that I ſhould 

know the extent of his paſſion : on the contrary, 
| he endeavoured to perſuade me, he had laid it 
down as a maxim, that no woman ſhould ever 
have power enough over his heart, to give him 
the leaſt pain or diſquiet. In ſhort, he had made 
a progreſs in my affection, and to his generoſity 
was I indebted for my ſubfiſtence two whole 
years; during which, he was continually pro- 
feſſing this philoſophic indifference, while, at 
the ſame time, he was giving me daily aſſurances 


of, his friendſhip and eſteem, and treating ma 


with inceſſant marks of the moſt paſſionate love: 
ſo that I concluded his intention was cold, 
though his temper was warm.. Conſidering my- 
ſelf as an incumbrance upon his fortune, I re- 
doubled my endeavours to. obtain a ſeparate 


maintenance from my lord, and removed from 8t 
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James's Square to lodgings at Kenſington, where 
1 had not long enjoyed myſelf in tranquillity, 
before it was interrupted by a very unexpected 
viſit. 

While I was buſy one day dreſſing in my 
dining- room, I found his lordſhip at my elbow, 
before I was aware of his approach, although his 
coach was at the door, and the houſe already in 
the poſſeſſion of his ſervants. He accoſted me in 
the uſual ſtile, as if we had parted the night be- 
fore; and I anſwered him with an appearance 
of the ſame careleſs familiarity, deſiring him to 
ſit down, while I retreated to my chamber, 
lock'd the door, and fairly went to bed; being, 
perhaps, the firſt woman who went thither for 
protection from the inſults of a man. Here then 
I immured myſelf with my faithful Abigail. My 
lord finding me ſecured, knocked at the door, 
and through the key-hole begg'd to be admitted; 
aſſuring me, that all he wanted was a confe- 
rence. I deſired to be excuſed, though I be- 
lieved his aſſurance; but I had no inclination to 
converſe with him, becauſe I knew from experi- 
ence the nature of his converſation, which was 
ſo diſagreeable and tormenting, that I. would 
have exchanged it at any time for a good beating, 
and thought myſelf a gainer by the bargain. 
However, he perſiſted in his importunities to 


uch a degree, that I aſſented to his propoſal, on: 


condition that the duke of L— ſhould be pre- 
ent at the interview; and he immediately ſent. a 
| "hf EY 
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meſſage to his grace, while I in peace ate my 
breakfaſt conveyed im a baſket, which was hoiſted 
up to the window of my bed-chamber. 

The duke was ſo kind as to come at my lord's 
requeſt, and before I would open the door, gave 
me his word; that I ſhould be protected from all 
violence. and compulſion. Thus affured, they 
were permitted to. enter. My little gentleman 
ſitting down by my bed-ſide, began to repeat the 
old hackneyed arguments he had formerly uſed, 
with the view of inducing me to live with him; 
and I, on my ſide, repeated my former objections, 
or pretended to liſten to his repreſentations, 
while my imagination was employed 1 in contri. 
ving the means of affecting an eſcape, as the 
duke eaſily perceived by my countenance. 

Finding all his remonſtrances ineffectual, he 
quitted the chamber, and left his cauſe to the 
eloquence of. his grace, who ſat with me a whole 
half hour, without exerting himſelf much in 
behalf of his client, becauſe he knew I was alto» 
gether obſtinate, and determined on that ſcore; 
but joked upen the behaviour of his lordſhip, 
who (though jealous of moſt people) had left 
him alone with mein my bed- chamber, obſerving, 
that he mult either have great confidence in his 
virtue, or a very bad opinion of him otherwiſe. 
In ſhort, I found means to defer the categorical 
anſwer till next day, and invited the duke and 
his lordſhip to dine with me to- morrow. My 
wiſe yoke- fellow ſeemed to doubt the ſincerity 


of this invitation, and was very much diſpoſed to 
keep poſſeſſion of my houſe; but, by the perſua- 
ſions of his grace, and the advice of H n, 
who was his chief counſellor and back, he was 
prevailed upon to take my word, and for the 
preſent left me. 

They were no ſooner retired, than I roſe with 
great expedition, pack d up my cloaths, and took 
ſhelter in Eſſex for the firſt time. Next day, my 
lord and his noble friend came to dinner, accord- 
ing to appointment: and being informed of my 
eſcape by my woman, whom I had left in the houſe, 
his lordſhip diſcovered ſome ſigns of diſcontent, 
and inſiſted upon ſeeing my papers; upon which, 
my maid produced a parcel of bills which I owed 
to different people. Notwithſtanding this diſap- 
pointment, he ſat down to what was provided 
for dinner, and with great deliberation ate up a 
leg of lamb, the beſt part of a fowl, and ſome- 
thing elſe, which I do not now remember; and 
then very peaceably went away, giving my maid 
an opportunity of following me to the Fre of 
my retreat. | 

My intention was to have ſought refuge, as 
formerly, in another country; but I was pre- 
vented from putting my deſign in execution by a 
fit of illneſs, during which I was viſited by my 
phyſician and ſome of my own relations, parti- 
cularly a diſtant couſin of mine, whom my lord 
had- engaged in his intereſts, by promiſing-to 


recompence her amply, if ſhe could perſuade me 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 211 


- I, * 
* 
8 1 » 
| — chat A I In _—_— _- 
— * 
— 


<Z 


- N 


| 
0 
* 
[ 


. 
L 
: 
* 
* 
5 
* 
4.44 
„ 0 
/ 
\ 
7 
4 


— ou - 
— 


212 THE ADVENTURES. OF 


to comply with his deſire. In this office ſhe was 
aſſiſted by the doctor, who was my friend, and a 
man of ſenſe, for whom I have the moſt perfect 
eſteem, though he and I bave often differed in 
point of opinion. In a word, I was expoſed to 
the inceſſant importunities of all my acquain- 
tance, which, added to the deſperate circumſtan- 
ces of my fortune, compelled me to embrace the 
terms that were offered, and I again returned to 
the domeſtic duties of a wife. 
I was conducted to my lord's houſe by an old 
friend of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of 
admirable parts and underſtanding; he was a 
pleaſing companion, chearful and humane, and 
had acquired a great ſhare of my eſteem and re- 
ſpect. In a word, his advice had great weight 
in my deliberations, becauſe it ſeemed to be the 
reſult of experience and diſintereſted friendſhip. 
Without all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern 
for my welfare; but being an admirable politi- 
cian, his ſcheme was to make my intereſt coin- 
cide with his own inclinations; for I had un- 
wittingly made an innovation upon his heart; 
and as he thought I ſhould hardly favour his 
paſhon, while I was at liberty, to converſe with 
the reſt of my admirers, he counſelled me to 
| ſurrender that freedom, well knowing that my 
lord would be eaſily perſuaded to baniſh all his 
rivals from the houſe; in which cauſe, he did 
not doubt of his being able to inſinuate himſelf 
into my affeCtions ; becauſe he laid it down as 
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an eternal truth, that if any two perſons of dif- 
ferent ſexes were obliged to live together in a 
deſart, where they would be excluded from all 
other human intercourſe, they would naturally 
and inevitably contract an inclination for each 
other. 


Hlow juſt this e may be, I leave to 


the determination of the curious; though, if I 
may be allowed to judge from my own diſpoſiti- 


on, a couple ſo ſituated would be apt to imbibe 


mutual diſguſts, from the nature and neceſſity of 
their urtion; unleſs their aſſociation was at firſt 
the effect of reciprocal affe tion and eſteem. Be 
this as it will, I honour the gentleman for his 
plan, which was ingeniouſly contrived, and art- 
fully conducted; but I happened to have too 
much addreſs for. him in the ſequel, cunning as 
he was, though, at firſt, I did not perceive his 
drift ; and his lordſhip was much leſs likely to 
comprehend his meaning. 

Immediately after this new accommodation, I 
was carried to a country houſe belonging to my 
lord, and was ſimple enough to venture myſelf 
(unattended by any ſervant on whoſe integrity I 
could depend) in the hands of his lordſhip and 
H n, whoſe villainy, I always dreaded ; 
though at this time my apprehenſions were con- 
fiderably increaſed, by recollecting, that it was 
not his intereſt to let me live in the houſe, left 
bis conduct ſhould be enquired into; and by re- 
membering that the very houſe to which we 
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were going, had been twice burnt down in a 
very ſhort ſpace of time, not without ſuſpicion 
of his having been the incendiary, on account of 
fome box of writings, which was loſt in the con- 
flagration. True it is, this imputation was never 
made good; and perhaps he was altogether in- 
nocent of the charge, which nevertheleſs affect- 
ed my ſpirits in ſuch a manner, as rendered me 
the moſt miſerable of all mortals. In this terror 
did I remain, till my conſternation was weaken- 
ed by the arrival of Mr Bal, a good natured 
worthy man, whom my lord had invited to his 
houſe, and I thought would not ſee me ill uſed. 
In a few weeks we were joined by Dr 8 
and his lady, who viſited us according to their 
promiſe ; and it was reſolved that we ſhould 
ſet out for Tunbridge, on a party of pleaſure, 
and at our return examine H=——-n's accounts. 

This laſt part of our ſcheme was not at all re-, 
liſhed by our worthy ſteward, who, therefore, 
determined to overturn our whole plan, and 
ſucceeded accordingly. My lord, all of a ſudden, 
declared himſelf againſt the jaunt we had pro- 
jected, and inſiſted upon my ſtaying at home, 
without aſſigning any reaſon for this peremptory 
behaviour; his countenance being cloudy, and 
for the ſpace of three days he did not open his 
mouth. | 

At laſt, he one night entered my bed-chamber, 
to which he now had free acceſs, with his ſword 
under his arm, and if I remember aright, it was 
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ready drawn. I could not help taking notice of 
this alarming circumſtance, which ſhocked me 
the more, as it happened immediately after a 
gloomy fit of diſcontent. However, I ſeemed 
to overlook the incident, and diſmiſſing my maid, 
went to bed, becauſe I was aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge even to my own heart, any dread of a perſon 
whom I deſpiſed ſo much. However, the ſtrength 
of my conſtitution was not equal to the fortitude 
of my mind: I was taken ill, and the ſervants 
were obliged to be called up; while my lord 
himſelf, terrified at my fituation, ran up ſtairs 
to Mrs 5——, who was in bed, told her, with 
evident perturbation of ſpirits, that I was very 
much indiſpoſed, and ſaid, he believed I was 
frighted by his entering my chamber with his 
ſword in hand. 

This lady was ſo ſtartled at his information, 
that ſhe ran into my apartment half- naked, and 
as ſhe went down ſtairs, aſked what reaſon could 
induce him to have carried his ſword with him ? 
Upon which he gave her to underſtand, that 


his intention was to kill the bats. I believe and 


hope he had no other deſign than that of intimi- 
dating me; but when the affair happened, I was 
of a different opinion. Mrs S— , having put 
on her cloaths, ſat up all night by my bed-ſide, 
and was ſo good 2s to aſſure me, that ſhe would 
not leave me, until I ſhould be ſafely delivered 
from the apprehenſions that ſurrounded me in 


this houſe, to which ſhe and the doctor had been | 
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the principal cauſe of my coming; for my lord 
had haunted and importuned them inceſſantly 
on this ſubject, proteſting. that he loved me with 
the moſt inviolable affection; and all he deſired 
was, that I would fit at his table, manage his fa- 
mily, and ſhare his fortune. By theſe profeſſions, 
uttered with an air of honefty and good nature, 
he had impoſed himſelf upon them, for the beſt 
tempered- creature upon earth ; and they uſed 
all their influence upon me to take him into fa- 
vour. This hath been the caſe with a great 
many people, who had but a ſuperficial know- 
ledge of his diſpoſition ; but in the courſe of 
their acquaintance, they have never failed to 
diſcern and acknowledge their miſtake. 

The Doctor, on his return from "Tunbridge, 
to which place he had made a trip by himſelf, 
found me ill a-bed, and the whole family in con- 
fuſion : ſurpriſed and concerned at this diſorder, 
he entered into expoſtulation with my lord, who 


owned, that the cauſe of his diſpleaſure and diſ- 


quiet was no other than jealouſy : H had 
informed him, that I had been ſeen to walk out 
with Mr Bal—— in a morning; and that our 
correſpondence had been obſerved with many 
additional circumſtances, which were abſolutely 
falſe and groundleſs. This imputation was no 
ſooner underſtood, than it was reſolved that the 
accuſer ſhould be examined, in preſence of us all. 
He accordingly appeared, exceedingly drunk, 
though it was morning, and repeated the articles 


' 
| 


of the charge, as an information he had receiv- 
ed from a man who came from town to hang 
the bells, and was long ago returned to London, 
This was an inſtance of his cunning and addreſs, 


intoxication, Had he fixed the calumny on any 
ene of the ſervants, he would have been con- 
fronted and detected in his falſehood. Neverthe- 
leſs, though he could not be legally convicted, 
it plainly appeared chat he was the author of 
this defamation, which incenſed Mr Bal 
ſuch a degree, that he could.ſcarce be with-held 
from puniſhing him on the ſpot, by manual chaſlif- 
ment. However, he was prevailed upon to abſtain 
from ſuck immediate vengeance, as a ſtep unwor- 
thy of his character; and the affair was brought 
to this iflue, that his Lordſhip ſhould either part 
with me or Mr H—— ; for I was fully determi- 
ned againſt living under the ſame roof with ſuch 
an incendiary. 


This alternative being propoſed, my lord dif 
miſs'd bis ſteward, and we returned to town 
with the doctor and Mrs S—— ; for I had imbi- 
bed ſuch horror and averſion for this country- 
ſeat (though one of the pleaſanteſt in England) 


that I could not bear to live in it. We there- 


fore removed to an houſe in Bond- ſtreet, where, 
according to the advice of my friends, I exerted 
my whole power and complaiſance, in endeavours 
to keep my huſband in good humour ; but was fo 
unſucceſsful in my attempts, that if ever he was 
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which did not forfake him even in his hours of | 
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worſe tempered, more capricious, or intolerable 
at one time than at another, this was the ſeaſon 
in which his ill- humour predominated to the moſt 
rancorous degree. I was ſcarce ever permitted 
to ſtir. abroad, faw nobody at home but my old 
male - friend, whom I have mentioned above, and 
the doctor with his lady, from whoſe converſa - 
tion alſo I was at laſt excludet. | 
| Nevertheleſs, I contrived to ſteal a meeting, 
now and then, with: my late: benefaftor, for 
whom I entertained a great ſhare of affection, ex - 
cluſive of that gratitude which was due to his 
generoſity. It was not his fault that I compro- 
miſed matters with my lord; for he was as free 
of his purſe as I was unwilling to uſe it. It would, 
therefore, have been unfriendly, unkind, and 
ungrateful in me (now that I was in affluence) 
to avoid all intercourſe with a man who had ſup- 
ported me in adverſity.—I think people cannot 
be too ſhy and ſcrupulous in receiving favours; 
| but once they are conferred, they ought, never 
to forget the obligation : and I was never more 
concerned at any incident of my life, than at hear- 
ing that this gentleman did not receive a letter, 
in which I acknowledged the laſt proof of his 
friendſip and liberality which I had decaſion to 
uſe, becauſe I have ſince men. that he ſuf- 
pected me of the neglect. 
But to return to my Ktnarice' in esa see, 
T bore it as well as I could for the ſpace of three 
months, during which I lived in the midſt of 


- 


” 


PEREGRINE. PICKLE. 


ſpies who were employed to watch my conduct: 
and underwent every mortification that ma- 
lice, power, and folly could inflict. Nay, fo 
ridiculous, ſo unreaſonable was my tyrant 
in his ſpleen, that he declared he would even 
be jealous of Heydigger, ifthere was no other man 
to incur his ſuſpicion « he expected that I ſhould 
ſpend my whole time with him, tete a tete: When 
I ſacrificed my enjoyment to theſe comfortable 
parties, he never failed to lay bold on ſome in- 
nocent expreſſion of mine, which he made the 
foundation of a quarrel; and when I (trove to 
avoid theſe - diſagreeable milinterpretations, by 
reading or writing, he ineeſſantly teized and tor- 
mented me with the imputation of being peerith, . 
ſullen, and reſerved. 
- Harraſſed by this inſufferable ehe piept 
communicated my cafe to Dr S—— and his lady, 
intimating that I neither could nor would expoſe 
mylelf any longer to fuch uſage. The Doctor 
exhorted me to bear my fate with patience, and 
Mrs $—— was ſilent on the ſubject; fo that 1 
Mill heſitated between ſtaying and going, when 
the doctor, being one night at ſupper, happened 
to have ſome words with my lord, who was ſo 
violently tranſported with paſſion, that I was ac- 
tually afraid of going to bed with him; and next 
morning when he waked, there was ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of frantic wildneſs in his countenance, 
that I imagined he was actually diſtracted. 
This alarming circumſtance confirmed me in 
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my reſolution of decamping; and I accordingly 
moved my quarters to a houſe in Sackville-ſtreer, 
where I had lodged when I was a widow. From 
thence I ſent a meſſage to the Duke of L——, de- 
ſiring he would make my lord acquainted with 
the place of my abode, my reaſons for removing, 
and my intention to defend myſelf againſt all his 
attempts. The- firſt night of this ſeparation 1 
wient tomy bed by myſelf, with as much pleaſure as 
a man would feel in going to bed to his miſtreſs, 
whom he had long folicited in vain : ſo rejoiced 
was I to be delivered from my obnoxious bed- 
fellow | 

From theſe lodgings I ſoon moved to Brook- 
Rreet, where I had not long enjoyed the ſweets 
of my eſcape, when I was importuned to return, 
by a new fteward whom my lord had engaged in 
the room of H n. This gentleman, who bore 
a very fair character, made ſuch judicious repre- 
ſentations, and behaved ſo candidly in the diſ- 
'barge of his function, that 1 agreed he ſhould 
act as umpire in the difference betwixt us; and 
once more a reconciliation was effected, though 
his lordſhip began to be diffatisfied even before 
the execution of cur agreement, in conſequence 
of which he attended me to the Bath, whether F 
went for the benefit of wy health, which was not 
alittle impaired. : 

This accommodation had a ſurpriſing effect up- 
on my lover, who, notwithſtanding his repeated 
declarations, that ho woman ſhould ever gain 


— 
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ſuch an aſcendency over his heart, as to be able 


to give him pain, ſuffered all the agonies of dif- 
appointed love, when he now found himſelf de- 
prived of the opportunities of ſeeing me, andbe- 
haved very differently from what he had imagined: 
he ſhould : his words and actions were deſperate; 
one of his expreſſions to me was, © Ir is liketwiſt- 
« ing my heart- ſtrings, and tearing it out of my 
* body.“ Indeed 1 fhould never have acted this 
part, had I foreſeen what he would have ſuffered; 
but I proteſt I believed bim when be ſaid other- 
wiſe, ſo much that his declaration on that ſub- 
je was the occaſion of my giving. him up; an 
it was now too late to retract. 
In our expedition to the Bath I was accompa- 
12 by a very agreeable young lady, with whom. 
paſſed my time very happily, amid the diver- 
928 of the place, which ſcreened me, in a good 
meaſure, from the vexatious ſociety. of my hope- 
ful partner. From this place we repaired to his 
feat in the country, where we ſpent: a few 
months, and thence returned again to our houſe 
in Bond:ſtreet, Here, while I was confined to 
my bed by illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my diſpoſition 
was no other than a private lying in, though L 
was under the roof with my lord and attended 
by his ſervants. 
While the diſtemper continued, my lord (to: 
do him juſtice) behaved: with all imaginable ten- 


derneſs and care; and his concern on theſe occa- 


Rons L have already mentioned, as a ſtrange in- 
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conſiſtency in his diſpoſition.. If his. ations were 
at all accountable, I ſhould. think he took pains 
to fret me into a fever firſt, in order to manife(t 
bis love and hymanity afterwards, When I reco- 
vered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, ſaw 
company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he been 
contented; but as my ſatisfaction increaſed, his 
good humour decayed, and he baniſhed, from bis 
houſe, one by one, all the people whoſe conver- 
lation could have made my life agreeable. 

I often ex poſtulated with him upon his malig- 
nant behaviour, proteſting my deſire of living 
peaceably with him; and begging he would not lay 
me under the neceſſity of changing my meaſures, 
He was deaf to all my remonſtrances, (though I 
warned him more than once of the event) perliſt- 
ed in his maxims of perſecution z z. and, after re- 
| peated quarrels, I again left his houſe, fully deter- 
mined to ſuffer all Torts of extremity rather 
than ſubject nia to the tyranny of his diſpoſi- 
tion. 

This year was oroduttive of one fatal event, 
which I felt with the utmoſt ſenſibility of ſorrow, 
and I ſhall always remember withregret;.I mean the 
death of Mr B—, with whom I had conſtanily 
maintained an intimate correſpondence. ſince the 
firſt commencement of our acquaintance, He 
was one of the moſt valuable men, and promiſed 


to be one of the brighteſt ornaments that this ar | 


any other age had produced, I enjoyed his 
friendſlüp without reſerve; and ſuch was the 


PERRORINE PICKEE, 2325 


confidence he repoſed in my integrity, from 
long experience of my truth, that he often ſaid 
he would believe my bare aſſertion, even though 
it ſhould contradict the evidence of his own 
ſenſes. Theſe being the terms upon which we 
lived, it is not to be ſuppoſed that I bore the loſs 
of him without repining: indeed my grief was un- 
ſpeakable; and though the edge of it be now 
ſmoothed by the lenient hand of Time, I ſhall ne- 
ver ceaſe. to. cheriſh his memory with the moſt: 
tender remembrance.. 
- Ducing the lalt period of my living with my 
lord, I had agreed to the expediency: of obtaining 
an act of. parliament,. which would enable him to 
pay his debts; on which occaſion there was a ne- 
ceility for cancelling a deed that ſubſiſted between 
us, relating to a-ſeparate maintenance; to which, 
on certain proviſions, I was intitled: and this 
was to be ſet. aſide, ſo far as it interfered with: 
the above mentioned ſcheme, while the reſt of it 
ſhould remain in force, When this affair. was a- 
bout to be tranſacted, my lord very generouſly in- 
ſiſted upon my concurrence, in anuulling the 
whole ſettlement ; and when I refuſed to comply 
with this demand, becauſe this was the. ſole re- 
ſource I bad againſt his ill uſage, be would not 
proceed in the execution of his plan, though by 
dropping it he hurt nobody but himſelf ; and he 

accuſed me of having receded from my word, af- 
ter I had drawn him into a conſiderable ex- 
pence. 
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This imputation of breaking my word, which 
1 defy the whole world to prove I ever did, iu- 
eenſed me the more, as I myſelf had propoſed 
the ſcheme for his ſervice, although 1 knew the 
accompliſinent of it would endanger the validity 
of my own ſettlement; and my indignation. was 
Nill more augmented by the behaviour of Mr 
G , who had always profeſſed a regard for 
my intereſt, and upon my laſt accommodation 
with my lord, undertaken to effect a reconciltati- 
en between my father aud me: but when he was 
queſtioned about the partienlars of this differ- 
ence, and deſired to declare whether his lordſhip 
or I was to blame, he declined the office of arbi- 
trator, refuſed to be explicit upon the ſubjeQ, 
and by certain ſhrewd hums and ha's ſignified his 
diſapprobation of my. conduct. Yet this very man, 
when I imparted to him, in confidence, my ig» 
tention of making another retreat, and frankly 
aſked his opinion of my deſign, ſeemed to acqui- 
eſce in the juſtice of ir, in theſe remarkable 
words: „Madam, if 1 thought, or had hopes of 
« my lord's growing better, I would'Jdown on my 
« knees to deſire 'you'ro ſtay z but as I have not, 
« T ſay nothing.“ 

If he connived at my conduct in this particular, 
why ſhould he diſapprove of it, when all I aſked 
as but common juſtice? But he was a dependent 5 
and therefore I excuſe his phlegmatic (not to 
call it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed he could 
not be too cautious of giving offence to his lords 
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ſhip, who ſometimes made him feel the effects of 
that wrath which other people had kindled; par- 
ticularly, in conſequence. of a ſmall adventure 
which happened about this very period of time. 

A very agreeable, ſprightly, good - natured 
young man, a near relation of my lord, happen- 
ing to be at our houſe one evening, when there 
was a fire in the neighbourhood, we agreed to 
2 o and ſup at a tavern, en famille; and having 
pent the evening with great mirth and good hu- 
mour, this young gentleman, who was naturally. 
facetious, in taking. his leave, ſaluted us all 
round. My lord, who had before entertained 


' ſome jealouſy hs his kinſman, was very much 


provoked by this trifling incident, but very pru- 
.dently ſuppreſſed his diſpleaſure till he returned 
to his own houſe, where his rage co-operated 
with the Champagne he had drank, inflamed hin 
to ſuch a degree of reſolution, that he ſprung 
upon the innocent G 
with great fury, though he was altogether un- 
concerned in the cauſe of his indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to the other grievances under which I laboured, 
haſtened my reloIntion of leaving him; and he to 
this day blames his relation, as the immediate 
cauſe of my eſcape, whereas he ought. to place it 
to the account of his own madneſs and indifcre- 
tion. When I retired to Park- ſtreet, he caution- 
ed all my tradeſmen (not even excepting my 


baker) againſt giving me credit, aſſuring them 


-n, and collared him 
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that he would not pay any debts I ſhould contract 
and the difficulties to' which I was reduced, in 
conſequence of this charitable declaration, to- 
gether with the reflection of what I had ſuffered, 
and might undergo, from the caprice and barba- 
rity of his diſpofition, affected my health ſo much, 
that I was taken again in, and mY life thought 
in danger. 
My conſtitution, eder got the better of 
my diſtemper; and I was ordered into the country | 
by my phy ſicians, for the benefit of rhe air; ſo 
that I found myfelf under the neceſſity of keep- 
ing two houſes, when 1 was little able to ſup- 
port one, and fet up my chariot, becauſe I could 
nos defray the expence of a hackney-coach : for I 
bad as much credit given me as I aſked for, not - 
withſtanding my lord's orders to the contrary. 
Having reervited my Tpirits in the-country,”I 
returned to town, and was viſited by my friends, 
who never forfook me in adverſity, and in the 
fummer removed to a hovſe in Eſſex, where I 
fived a few months in great tranquillity, unmo- 
Felted by 1 tyrant, who ſometimes gave me a 
whole year's refpite. Here 1 uſed to ride and 
drive by turns (as my humor dictated) with horſes 
which were lent me; an d had the company of 
my lover, and another gentleman, who was a 
very agreeable companion, and of * ſervice 
to me in the ſequel. f 
At laſt, my lord having received intelligenee 
of the place of my abode, and his tormenting hu- 
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mours recurring, he ſet out for my habitation, 
and in the morning appeaaed in his coach and fix, 
attended by Mr G——-2n, and another perſon, 
whem he had engaged for the purpoſe, with ſe- 
veral domeſtics armed. I immediately fhut up 


my doors at his approach, and refuſed him admit-- 


trance, which he endeavoured to obtain by ſucceſ- 
Jon of prayers and threats; but I was deaf to 
both, and reſolved to bold out to the laſt, See- 
ing me determined, be began his attack, and his 
ſervants actually forced their way into the houſe; 


upon which I retreated up ſtairs, and fortified 


myſelf in my apartment, which the aſſailants ſtorm- 
ed with ſuch fury, that the door began to give 
way, and 1 retired into another room. 
Whilſt I remained in this poſt, Mr G——n de- 
manded a. parley, in which he begged I would fa- 
your my lord with an interview, otherwiſe he 
| knew. not what might be the conſequence. To 
this remonſtrance I replied, that I was not diſpo- 
ſed to comply -with bis requeſt ; and that though 


their deſign ſhould be murder, I was not at all 


afraid of death. Upon this declaration they re- 

newed their attacks, which they carried on with 
indifferent ſucceſs till the afternoon, when my 
lord (as if he had been at play) ſent a formal meſſage 
to me, deſiring that all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, till 
after both parties had dined. At the ſame time, 
my own ſervants came for inſtructions; and I or- 
dered them to let him have every thing he ſhould 
call for, as far as the houſe would afford. 
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He did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion ;. 
but ſitting down with his companions, ate up my 
dinner without heſitation, after he had paid me 
the compliment, of deſiring to know what he 
mould fend up to my apartment. Far from hav- 
ing any ſtomach to partake of his male, I fat ſoli- 
tary upon my bed, in a ſtate of melancholy ex- 
pectation, having faſtened the door of the out - 
ward room'for my fecurity, while I kept my 
chamber open for the convenience of air, the 

weather being exceſſively hot. 
His lordſhip having indulged his appetite, re- 
ſumed his attempt, and all of a ſudden I heard a 
noiſe in the next room; upon which I ſtarted up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my anti-cham- 
ber, by the help of a bench that ſteod under the 
window, I flung to the door of my room, which 
I locked with great expedition, and opening an- 
other that communicated with the ſtaircaſe, ran 
out of the houſe, through a crowd of more than 
a hundred Popes, WES es fray had ore 
together. 

- Being univerſally beloved i in the „ 
hood, and reſpected by my lord's ſervants, 1 
paſſed among them untouched, and took refuge 
in a neighbouring cottage; while his lordſhip 
bawled and roared for afſiſtance, being afraid to 
come out as he had gone in. Without waiting 
for his deliberations, I changed cloathes with the 
poor woman who had given me ſhelter, and in 
her blue-apron and ſiraw-hat ſallied out into the 
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fields, intending to ſeek protection at the houſe 
of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road that led to it. However, it 
was my good fortune to meet with a farmer, who 
undertook to conduct me to the place; other- 
wiſe I ſhould have miſſed my way, and, in all pro- 
bability, lain in the fields ; for, by chis time, it 
was eight o'clock at night. 

Under the direction of this guide, I traverſed 
hedges and ditches, (for I would not venture to 
travel in the highway, leſt I ſhould fall into the 
hands of my purſuer) and after I had actually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked fix or ſeven 
long miles, by the help of a good ſpirit, which 
never failed me on ſuch occaſions, I arrived at 
the place, and rung the bell at the garden-gate 
for admittance, Seeing my figure, which was 
very uncouth, together with my draggled con- 
dition, they denied me entrance; but when 
they underſtood who I was, immediately op- 
ened the door, and I was hoſpitably entertained, 
after having been the ſubject of mirth, on ac- 

count of my dreſs and adventure, 

Next day I returned and took poſſeſſion of my 
houſe again, where 1 reſumed my former amuſe- 
ments, which I enjoyed in quiet, for the ſpace 
of a whole month, waiting with reſignation for 
the iſſue of my law-ſuit; when one afternoon I 
was apprized of his lordſhip's approach, by one 
of my ſpies, whom I always employed to recon- 
noitre the road; and ſo fortunate was I in the 
Vor, III. U 
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choice of theſe ſcouts, that I never was betray- 
ed by one of them, though they were often * 


ed for that purpoſe. 
I no ſooner received this intelligence, 4 


ordered my horſe to be ſaddled, and mounting, 


rode out of ſight immediately, directing my courſe 
a different way from the London road. I had 


not long proceeded in this tract, when my career 


was all of a ſudden ſtopped by a five-bar gate, 
which, after ſome heſitation, I reſolved to leap 
(my horſe being an old hunter) if I ſhonld find 


myſelf purſued. However, with much difficulty 
made ſhift to open it, and arrived in nul; at the 


houſe of my very good friend Mr G-—, who, 


being a juſtice of the peace, had promiſed me his 


protection, if it ſhould be wanted. 
Thus ſecured for the preſent, I ſent out ſpies 


to bring information of his lordſhip? s proceed- 
ings, and underſtood that he had taken poſſeſſion 


of my houſe, turned my ſervants adrift, and 


made himſelf maſter of all my movables, cloaths and 


papers. As for the papers, they were of no con- 


ſequence, but of cloaths I bad a good ſtock; and 
when I had reaſon to believe that he did not in- 
tend to relinquith his conqueſt, I thought it was 
high time for meto remove to a greater diſtance 
from his quarters. Accordingly two days after 
my eſcape, I ſet out at eleven o'clock at night in 
a chariotand four, which I borrowed of my friend, 
attended by a footman, who was a ſtout fellow, 
and well armed, I myſelf being provided with a 
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brace of good piſtols, which I was fully deter- 
mined to uſe, againſt any perſon who ſhould pre- 
ſume to lay violent hands upon me, except my 
lord, for whom a leſs mortal weapon would have 
ſuſſiced, ſuch: as a bodkin or a' tinder - box. No- 
thing could be farther from my intention, than 
the deſire of hurting any living creature, much 
leſs my huſband ; my deſign was only to defend 
myſelf from cruelty and oppreſſion, which I knew 
by fatal experience would infallibly be my lot 
ſhould be get me into his power: and I thought 
Ihad as good a right to preſerve my happineſs, as 
that which-every individual has to preſerve his 
life, eſpecially againR a ſet of ruffians, who were 
engaged. to rob me of it, for a little dirty lucre. 
In the midſt of our journey, che footman came 
up, and told; me I was dogged; upon which 1 


looked out, and ſecing a man riding by the cha- 


riot- ſide, preſented one of my piſtols out at the 
window,. and-preſerved that poſture of defence, 
until he thought proper to retreat, and rid me of 
the fears that attended his company. I arrived in 
town, and changing my equipage, hired an open 
chaife, in which (though I was almoſt ſtarved 
with cold) I travelled to Reading, which I reach- 
ed by ten next morning; and from thence pro- 
ceeded farther in the country, with a view of tak- 
ing refuge with Mrs C——, who was my parti- 
cular friend, Here I mould have found ſhelter,. 
though my lord had been before-hand with me, 
and endeavoured to prepoſſeſs her againſt my 
U 2 
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conduct, had not the houſe been crouded with 
company, among whom I could not poſſibly have 
been concealed, eſpecially from her brother, who 
was an intimate friend of my perfecutor. 

Things being thus ſituated, I enjoyed but a 
very ſhort interview with her, in which her ſor- 
row and perplexity on my account appeared 
with great expreſſion in her countenance; and 
though it was not in her power to afford me the 
relief I expected, ſhe, in the moſt genteel man- 
ner, ſent after me a fmall ſum of money, think- 
ing that, conſidering the hurry in which I left 
my houſe, I might have occaſion for it on the 
Toad, I was by this time benumbed with cold, 
{fatigued with travelling, and almoſt fretted to 
death by my difappointment. However, this was 
no time to indulge deſpondence, fince no body 
could, or would aſſiſt me, I ſtood the more in 
need of my own refolution and preſence of mind. 
After ſome deliberation, 1 ſteered my courſe back 
to London; and being unwilling to return by the 
ſame road in which I came, as well as impatient 
to be at the end of my journey, I choſe the Bag- 
ſhot way, and ventured to croſs the hearh by 
moon-light, 

Here I was attacked by a foot-pad ara with 
4 a broad-ſword, who came up and demanded my 
money. My ſtock amounted to twelve guineas; 
and I foreſaw, that ſhould I be ſtripped of the 
whole ſum, I could not travel without diſcover- 
ing who I was, and confequently running the 
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riſk of being detected by my pur ſuer. On theſe 
conſiderations I gave the fellow three guineas and 
ſome ſilver; with which he was ſo far from be- 
ing ſatisfied, that he threatened to ſearch me for 
more; but I ordered the coachman to proceed, 
and by good fortune eſcaped: that ceremony z: 
though I- was under ſome apprehenſion of being 
overtaken with a piſtol-bullet in my flight, and 
therefore held down my head in the chaiſe, in 
imitation of ſome great men, who are ſaid-to 


havednckedin the ſame marmerin theday of battle... 


My fears happened-to be diſappointed : 1 lay 
at an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in 
town, in the utmoſt difficulty and diſtreſs ; for F 
knew not where to fix my habitation, and was 
deſtitute of all means of ſupport. In this di- 
lemma, I applied to my lawyer, who recommend-- 
ed me to the houſe of a tradeſman in Weſt- min · 
ſter, where I lodged and boarded upon credit, 
with my faithful Abigail, (whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh- 
by the name of Mrs 8 r) for the ſpace of ten- 
weeks, during which I: ſaw and never 
once ſtirred abroad. 

While I was thus harraſſed out of all enjoy- 
ment of life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, 
by the crflelty of my perſecutor, who had even 
{tripped me of my wearing apparel, I made a con- 
queſt of lord , a nobleman” who is now 
dead and therefore I hall ſay little of his character, 
which is perfectly well known: this only will E 
obſerve, that next to my own tyrant, he was 
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the perſon of whom I had the greateſt abhorrence. 
Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in compe - 
tition, I preferred the offers of this new lover, 
which were very conſiderable ; and as an aſylum 
was the chief thing I wanted, agreed to follow 
him to his country-ſeat, whither J actually ſent 
my clothes, which I had purchaſed upon credit. 
However, upon mauture deliberation, I chang- 
ed my mind, and ſignified my reſolution in a 
letter, deſiring at the ſame time, that my bag- 
gage might be ſent back. In conſequence of this 
meſſage, I expected a viſit from him, in all the 
rage of indignation and diſappointment, and 
gave orders, that he ſhoul d not be admitted into 
my houſe: yet, notwithſtanding this precaution, 
he found means to procure entrance; and one of 
the firſt objects that I ſaw,-next morning, in my 
bed-chamber, was my lover, armed with his 
horſe-whip, - againſt which (from the knowledge 
of the man) I did not think myſelf altogether 
ſecure; though I was not much alarmed, becauſe 
I believed myſelf ſuperior to him in point of bra- 
very, ſhould the worſt come to the worſt : but, 
contrary to my expectation, and. his uſual beha- 
viour to our ſex, he accoſted me very politely, 
and began to expoſtulate upon the cd8ntents of 
my letter. I freely told him that I had raſhly 
aſſented 2 propoſal, for my own conve- 
niency only i that when I reflected on what I had 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me to live with 


him upon theſe terms ; and that as I did not like 
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him, and could not diſſemble, ſuch a'correſpond- 
ence could never tend to the fatisfation.,of either, 
He allowed the inference was juſt, though he 
was very much chagrined at their previous pro- 
ceeding: he relinquiſhed his claim, reſtored my 
cloaths, and never afterwards upbraided me with 
my conduct in this affair; though he at one time 
owned, that he ſtill loved me, and ever ſhould, 

ee I had uſed him ill; a declaration < Hh 
ſtrongly marks the peculiarity of his character. 
As for my own part, Lown that my behaviour on 
this occaſion, is no other way excuſable, than on 
account of the-miſerable perplexity of my cir- 
cumſtances, which were often fo calamitous, that 
I wonder I have not been compelled to take ſueli 
ſteps, as would have rendered my conduct much 
more exceptionable than it really is, 

At laſt all my hopes were blaſted-by the iſſue of 
my ſuit, which was determined in favour of my 
lord. Even then I refuſed to yield; on the con- 
trary, coming out of retirement, I took lodgings 
in Suffolk ſtreet, and ſet my tyrant at defiance. 
But, being unwilling to truſt my doors to the care 
of other people, I hired a houſe in Conduit- 
ſtreet: and no ſooner appeared in the world 
again, than I was ſurrounded by divers and ſun- 
dry forts of admirers.. I believe I received the 
incenſe and addreſſes of all kinds under the ſun, 
except that ſort which was moſt to my liking, a 
man capable of contracting and inſpiring a mut- 
val attachment ; but ſuch a ons is equally rare 
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and ineſtimable: not but that I own myſelf greatly 
obliged tb all thoſe who cultivated my good 
graces, though they were very little beholden to 
me; for, where I did not really love, I could 
never profeſs that paſſion: that fort of diſſimula- 
tion is a flavery that no honeſt nature will un- 
dergo: Except one worthy young man whom 
ſometimes ſaw, they were a ſtrange medley of in- 
ſignificant beings ; one was inſipid, another ri- 
diculouſly affected, a third void of all education, 
a fourth altogether inconſiſtent; and, in ſhort, I 
found as many trifling characters among the men, 
as ever I obſerved in my own ſex. Some of 
them I endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, 
while they attempted to make a proſelyte of me; 
but finding the taſk impracticable on both ſides, 
we very wiſely dropt each other. 

At length, however, I was bleſſed with the ac-- 
quaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, 
the firſt character in England, in point of ho- 
nour, integrity, wit, ſenſe, and benevolence : 
when F have thus diſtinguiſhed him, I need ſcarce 
mention-lord ——; This great, this good man, 
poſſeſſes every accompliſhment requiſite to inſpire 
admiration, love, and eſteem. Withinfinitely more 
merit than ever almoſt fell to one man's ſhare, 
he manifeſts ſuch diffidence of his own qualifica- 
tions, as cannot fail to prepoſſeſs every company. 
in bis favour. He ſeems to obſerve nothing, yer 
ſees every thing; his manner of telling a ſtory, 


and making trifles elegant, is peculiar to himſelf;- 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 237 
and though he has a thouſand oddities,” they 
ſerve only to make him more agreeable. After 
what I have ſaid, it may be ſuppoſed that T was 
enamoured of his perſon : but this was not the 
caſe; love is altogether capricious and fanciful; 
yet I admire, honour, and eſteem him to the 
higheſt degree; and, when I obſerve that his 
character reſembled that of my dear departed 
friend Mr B-; or rather, that Mr B , had 
he lived, would have reſembled lord —, I pay 
the higheſt compliment . can conceive both to 
1 living and the dead. 

In this nobleman's friendſhip and nn 
1 thought myſelf happy; though I was, as uſual, 
expoſed to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, 
who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generous friend, appeared at my 
door in his coach, attended by another gentle- 
man, who demanded entrance, with an air of au- 
thority. Avery honeſt footman, who had been 
long in my ſerviee,' ran up ſtairs. in the utmoſt 
conflernation, and gave me an account of what. 
had happened below. Upon which, I told him he 
had nothing to anſwer for, and ordered him to 
keep the door faſt ſhut againſt all oppoſition z 
though I was ſo much affected with this un- 
expected aſſault, that lord — ſaid, he was ne- 
ver more ſurprized and ſhocked in his life, than 
at the horror which appeared in my countenance, 
when I faw the coach (top at the door. 
My little hero being refuſed admittance, went 
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away, threatened to return ſpeedily, with a re- 
inforcement ; and, during this interval, I provid- 
a ed myſelf with a ſoldier, whom I placed centinel 
at the door, within ſide, to guard me from the 
danger of ſuch aſſaults for the future. My lord, 
true to his promiſe, marched back with his au: 
xiliaries, re inforeed with a conſtable, and re- 
peated his demand of being admitted; and my 
foldier opening the ſaſh, in order to anſwer him, 
according to my directions, he no ſooner pereeiv- 
ed the red coat, than he was ſeized with ſuch a 
pannie, that he inſtantly fled with great preci- 
pitation ; and when he recounted the adventure, 
like Falſtaff in the play, multiplied my guard i 
to a whole file of muſqueteers. He allo made a 
ſhift to diſcover the gentleman, who had been ſo 
| Kind as to lend me one of his company, and comę 
plained. of him to the duke of N——, in hopes 
of ſeeing him broke for bis miſdemeanour ; but 
in that expectation; he was luckily diſappainted:- 
Perceiving that in England I ſhoauld-never en- 
Joy peace, but be, continually ſubject to thoſe al- 
arms and diſquiets which had already impaired my 
health and, ſpirits, I reſolved to repair again to- 
France, my beſtſ refuge and ſure retreat from the 
per ſecution of my tyrant. Yet, before I took 
this ſtep, I ' endeavoured, by the advice of my 
friends, to conceal myfelf near Windſor; but 
was in a little time diſcovered by my lord, and 
hunted out of my lurking place, accordingly. E 
chen removed to Chelſea, where I ſuffered incon- 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 239 
ceivable uneaſineſs and agitation of mind, from 
the nature of my fituation, my tranquillity be- 
ing thus inceſſantly invaded by a man who could 
not be ſatisfied with me, and yet could not live 
without me: ſo that, though I was very much 
indiſpoſed, I ſet out for France, by the way of 
the Hague, as the war had ſhut up all other com- 
munication, having no other attendant but my 
woman S——r, who though ſhe dreaded'the ſea, 
and was upon the brink of matrimony, would not 
quit me in ſuch a calamitous condition, until I 
was joined by my footman and other maid, whom 
1 ordered to follow me with the beggar &. But 
before my departure, I ſent a meſſage to lord —, 
demanding my cloaths, which he had ſeized in 
Eſſex ; and he refuſing to deliver them, I was ob 
liged to equip myſelf anew, upon credit. 

I was ſupplied with money for my journey by 
my good friend I:; and, after a ſhort and 
pleaſant paſſage, arrived at the Hague, where I 
ſtayed two months, and parted with Sr, on 
whom I ſettled an annuity of five and twenty 
pounds, payable out of the proyiſion which I had 
or might obtain from my Bulbendd. Tae ſame al- 
lowance had I prevailed upon lord B--— to grant 
to another maid, who artonded me while I lived 
in his houſe, ; 

Idid not much reliſh the people in Holland, 
becauſe they ſeemed entirely devoted to ſelf in- 
tereſt, without any taſte for pleaſure or polite- 
neſs ; a ſpecies of diſpoſition that could not be 
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very agreeable to me, who always deſpiſed mo- 
ney, had an unbounded benevolence of heart, 
and loved pleaſure beyond every other conſidera- 
tion, When I ſay pleaſure, I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean ſenſuality, which conſtitutes 
the ſupreme happineſs of thoſe only who are 
void of ſentiment and imagination. Nevertheleſs, 
I received ſome civilities in this place ; and among 
the reſt, the reputation of having for my lover 
the king of Ps miniſter, who was young 
and airy, and viſited me often ; circumſtances 
that were ſufficient to lay me under the imputa- 
tion of an amour, which I frequently incurred 
without baving given the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. 
© Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I 
departed from the Hague, in company with an 
Engliſh woman whom I had choſe for that pur- 
pole, . and arrived at Antwerp, with much diffi- 
culty and danger, the highway being infeſted 
with robbers. After having repoſed myſelf a 
few days in this city, Ihired a coach for myſelf, 
and ſet out, with my companion, for Bruſſels ; 
but, before we reached Mechlin, our vehicle was 
attacked by two Ruſſars, who, with their ſabres 
drawn, obliged the coachman to drive into a 
wood near the road. I at firſtimagined they want- 
ed to examine our paſſports, but was ſoon too 
well convinced of their deſign ; and though very 
much ſhocked at the diſcovery, found reſolution. 
enough to ſuppreſs my concern, ſo that it ſhould 
"not aggravate the terrors of the young woman, 
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who bad almoſt died with apprehenſion. I even 
encouraged her to hope for the beſt; and ad- 
dreſſing my ſelf to the robbers in French, ,begged 
in the moſt ſuppliant manner, that they would 
ſpare our lives; upon which, one of them, who 
was a little fellow, aſſured me in the ſame lan- 
guage, that we had nothing to fear for our per- 
ſons. _ 


When we were ed in a ſtate of dread- 


ful ſuſpence about three quarters of a mile into 
the wood, the ruffians came into the coach, and 


taking my keys, which I kept ready in my hand 


for them, opened the large trunks chat contain- 
ed my baggage, and emptying them of every thing 
but my.hoops and a few books, packed up their 
booty in a cloath; then robbed me of my money 
and jewels, even to my ſhoe-buckles and ſleeve- 
buttons, took my footman's lac ed-hat, and gave 
it by way of gratification, to a peaſant, who came 
from behind the buſhes, ay aſſiſted them in 
packing. 

This affair being; ACpatched, they ordered us to 
return to the road, by a different way from that 
in which we were carried into the wood; and 
mounting their horſes, rode off with the plunder, 
though nat before the little fellow, who was the 
leaſt ferocious of the two, had come and ſhaken 
me by the hand, wiſning us a good journey; a 
compliment which, I heartily, returned, being 
extremely. well pleaſed with; the retreat of two 
fuch companions, who had detained us a whole 
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half hour; during which, notwithſtanding the af. 
ſurance I had received, I was in continual appre- 
henſion of ſeeing their operatjon concluded with 
the murder of us all; for 1 ſuppoſe they were 
of that gang who had fome time before mur- 
dered a French officer, and uſed a lady extreme- 
ly ill, after having rifled her of al} ſhe had, 
Having thus undergone pillage, and being re- 
duced to the extremity of indigence in a foreign 
land, it is not to be fuppoſed that my-refledions 
were very comfortable; and yet, though I fyf- 
_ tained the whole damage, I was the only perſon 
in the company who bore the accident with any 
reſolution or preſence of mind. My coachman 
and valet ſeemed guite petrified with fear; and 
it was not, till I had repeated my directions, that 
the former drove farther into the wood, ang 
took the firſt turning to the right, in order to re · 
gain the road, according to the command of the 
robbers, which I did not chooſe to diſobey. | 
This misfortune I ſuffered by the miſin forma · 
tion I received at Antwerp, where I would have 
provided myſelf with an efcort, had not I been 
aſſured, that there was not the leaſt occaſion to 
put myſelf to fuch extraordinary expence: and 
indeed the robbers took the only half hour in 
which they could have had an opportunity of 
plundering us; for we no fooner returned into 
the highway, than we met with the French arti 
lery coming from Bruſſels, which was a fecurity 


to us during the reſt of our * We vere 
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afterwards informed at a ſmall village, that there 
was actually a large gang of deſerters, who har- 
boured about that wood, from which they made 
excurſions in the neighbourhood, and kept the 
peaſants in eontinual alarms. 

Having proceeded a little way, we were 
ſtopp'd by the artillery eroſſing a bridge; and, as 
the train was very long, muſt have been. detain- 
ed till night, had not a ſoldier informed me, that 
if I would take the trouble to come out of my 
coach, and apply to the commandant, he would 
order them to halt, and allow me to paſs. I took 
the man's advice, and was by him conducted, 
with much difficulty, through the crowd, to ſome 
officers, who ſeemed ſcarce to deſer ve the name; 
for when I ſigniſied my requeſt, they neither roſe 


up, nor defired me to fit. down; but lolling 


in their chairs, with one leg ſtretched out, 


aſked, with an air of diſreſpectful raillery, 


- where I was going; and when I anſwered ** To 
Paris;“ deſired to know what I would do there. 
I, who am naturally civil where I am civily 
uſed, and faucy encugh where I think myſelf 
treated with diſregard, was very much piqued 
at their inſolent and unmannerly behaviour, and 


began to reply to their impertinent queſtions, 


very abruptly; ſo that à very tart dialogue 
would have enſued, had not the converſation been 
interrupted by a tall, chin, genteel young French 
nobleman, anofficer iu the army, who, chancing to 
come in, aſked withgreat politeneſs, what I wonk 
x 
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pleaſe to have. I then repeated my deſire, and 
produced my paſſports, by which he learn'd who 
I was. He immediately gave orders, that my 
coach ſhould paſs; and afterwards viſited me at 
Paris, having obtained my permiſſion, and; taking 
my addreſs at parting; while the others, under- 
ſtanding my name and quality, aſked pardon for 
their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the repreſentation of the ſoldier, who 
gave them to 3 that I was a . 
GAS : 

I could net help lungbing Wed at this nit 
prey which might have proceeded from the cir- 
cumſtances of my appearance, my footman hav- 
ing been obliged to change hats with the peaſant, 
and myſelf without buckles in my ſhoes, and but 
tonsin my riding-ſhirt, while my countenance ſtill 
retained marks of the fear and confuſion I had 
undergone. After all, perhaps, the fellow was a 
droll, and wanted to Entertain gol at y 
expence. 

The day was fo ter eie in theſe. adven- 
tures, that I was obliged to take up my lodg- 
ing at Mechlin, where I. addreſſed myſelf to the 
intendant, giving him an account of the diſaſter: 1 
had met with, and defiring I might have credit 
at the inn, as our whole company could not raiſe 
the value of a ſixpence. This gentleman, though 
a provincial, was polite in his way, and not only 
granted my requeſt, but invited me to lodge at 
his own houſe, I accordingly gave him my company 
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at ſupper, but did not chooſe to ſleep | in his quar- 
ters, becauſe he appeared to be what the French. 
call un vieux debauche.. 
Next day, he ſent a trumpet to the general, 

with a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of re - 
trieving what J had loſt ;: but notwith(landing all 
poſſible ſearch, I was fain to put up with my 
damage, which, in linen; laces, cloaths, andbaubles, 
amounted to upwards of ſeven hundred pounds: 
a loſs which never . deprived me of one moment's 
reſt ; for though T lodged at a miſerable inn, and 
lay in a-paultry bed, I flept as ſound as if no- 
thing extraordinary had happened, after I had 
written to London and Paris, directing that the 
payment of my bills of credit might be ſtopp'd, In- 
deed, I know but of two misfortunes: in life cap- 
able of depreſhng my ſpirits, namely the loſs of 
health and friends all others may be prevented 
or endured; The articles of that calamity which 
Tchiefly| regretted, were a picture of lord W—m, 
and ſome immitable letters from Mr B-—. 
From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſſels, where 
being known, I got credit for ſome neceſſaries, 
and borrowed twenty guineas, to deſray the ex- 
pence of my journey to Paris. Having conſult- 
ed. with my friends about the ſafeſt method of 
travelling through Flanders, I was perſuaded to 
take places in rhe public Voiture; and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of finding. one 
part of the country-as-much infeſted with robbers. 
as another. Nor were theſe apprehenſions aſ- 
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ſuaged by the converſation of my fellow-travel- 
ers, who being of the lower ſort of people, that 
delight in exaggerating dangers, entertained 
me all the way with an account of the rob- 
beries and murders which had been committed on 
that road, with many additional ene | 
' of their own invention. 

After having been two days expoſed- to this 
comfortable converſation, among very diſagreea- 
ble company, which is certainly one of the moſt 
diſagreeable ſituations in life, I arrived at Liſle, 
where thinking the dangerous part of the journey 
was now paſt, I hired a poſt-chaife, and in two days 
more reached Faris, without hay further- ma- 
leſtation. Fs 

Upon my arrival in this capital, 1 was md 
ately viſited by my old acquaintances, who hear- 
ing my diſaſter, offered me their cloaths, and in- 
Bited upon my wearing them, until I could be 
otherwiſe provided. They likewife engaged me 
in parties, with a view of amuſing my imagina- 
tions, that I might not grow melancholy in re- 
flecting upon my loſs ; and deſired me to repeat 
the- particulars of my (tory forty times over, ex- 
prelling great ſurprize at our not being we 
ed, or raviſhed at leaſt. pes = 44 

As for this laſt ſpecies of outrage, the P of 
it never once entered my bead, other wiſe J 
mould have been more ſhocked and alarmed than 
I really was: but it ſeems this was the chief cir- 
cumſtance of my companion's apprehenſion ;. and 
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I cannot help obſerving, that an homely woman 
is always more apt to entertain thoſe fears; than 
one whoſe perſon expoſes her to much more immi- 
nent danger. However, I now learned, that the riſſ 
I ran was much greater than I imagined it to be, 
thoſe rufhans being familiarized to wee as well 
as mur der. 

Soon after my appearance-i in Paris, 1 Was fa- 
nouced with the addrefs of ſeveral French lovers:;, 
but I never had any taſte for foreigners, or in- 
deedfor any amuſement of that kind, except ſuchas 
were likely to be laſting, and fettled upon a 
more agreeable footing than that of common gal- 
lantry. When 1 deviated-from this principle, my 
conduct was the effect of compulſion, and there- 
fore | was never ealy under it, having been re- 
duced to the alternative of two evik, the leaſt 
of which I. was obliged to chooſe, as a man leaps 
into the as; in order to eſcape, from a vp that 
is on fire. 

Though I rejected er love, I did not refuſe” 
their company and converſation; and though 
my health was conſiderably impaired by the ſhock 
I received.in my laſt adventure, which was con- 
ſiderably greater than I at firſt imagined, and af- 
fected my companion ſo much, that ſhe. did not 
recover her ſpixits, till the returned to England: 
1 ſay, though I was for ſome time a valetudina- 
rian, enjoyed myſelf in great tranquillity for the 
ſpace, of ten months, during which I was viſited 
by Englith, Scots, and French, of all par ties 
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and perſuaſions; for pleafure is of no faction, 
and that was rhe chief object of my purſuit z nei -· 
ther was I ambitious of being a politican, as to 
employ my time and thoughts upon. ſubjects 
which I did not underſtand. Thad admirers of 
all ſides, and ſhould have ſpent my time very 
much to my liking, had not I felt my funds ſen- 
fibly diminiſh, without any proſpect of their be- 
ing repaired; for I had been obliged to lay out 
a great part of the ſum allotted for my ſubſiſt 
ence, in ſupplying my companion, my ſervant, 
and myſelf, with neceſſariet, in lieu of thoſe 
which we bad loſt. | 

Having before mine eyes hs uncowformable 
proſpet of wanting money in a ſtrange place, 

I found myſelf under the neceſſity of returning 
to England, where I had more reſources than TI 
could poſſibly have among foreigners; and with 
that view. wrote to lord ——$s agents, de- 

Fring that 1 might be enabled to. diſcharge my 
obligations at Paris, by the payment of my pin- 
money. This nepociation commenced; and mis 
lordſhip promiſed to remit money for the clear- 
ance of my Paris debts, which amounted to 
four hundred pounds; but he would not advanee 
one farthing more, though I gave him to under- 

ſtand, that while he protracted the agreement, 
F muſt inevitably be adding to my ineumbran- 
ces, and that I ſhould be as effetually detained' 
dy a debt of twenty pounds, as ifT owed a thou- 
fand. Notwithſtanding all my repreſentations, 
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he would not part with one ſhilling over the neat 
ſum which 1 had ar firſt ſtipulated ; ſo that all my 
meaſures were rendered abortive, and I found it 
altogether impracticable to execu te thoſe reſolu- 
tions I had formed in his favour, | 
Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarraſs the 
woman for whom he profeſſes the molt unlimit- 
ed love, and whoſe principles he pretends to hold 
in the utmoſt veneration. Indeed his confidence 
im my integrity is not without foundation; for 
many wives, with one half of my provocation, 
would have ruined him to all intents and purpa- 
ſes ; whereas, notwithſtanding all the extraordi- is 
nary expences to which I have been expoſed by - | 
his continual perſecution, he never paid a ſhilling, | 
on my account, except one thouſand pounds, ex- | 
Eluſive of the ſmall allowanee which was my due. 9 
In a word, fo much time elapſed before my lord: q 
could prevail upon himſelf to advance: the bart 
four hundred, that I was involved in freſh difficul- 
ties, from which I found it impoſſible to extri- 
cate myſelf; and though I had eccaſion to write 
a letter to my benefactor lord —, in which 1 
expreſſed my acknowledgment for paſt favours, 
J could not venture to ſolicit more; evem when 
1 wgs encouraged by a very obliging anſwer, 
wherein he declared, that ihe good qualities of 
my mind and heart, would bind bin te me in 
ſriendſhip for ever. 2.400 N 
While Eruminated on my ned "5 
tion, which would neither permit me to return 
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to England, nor to ſtay much longer Where . 
was, a young Englihman of immenſe fortune 
took Paris in his way from Ttaly, accompanied 
by a molt agreeable Scotſman, of very good ſenſe 
and great vivacity. It was my good or ill fortune 
fo become acquainted with thefe gentlemen, who, 
having ſeen me at thie opera, expreſſed a deſire 
of being known to me, and accordingly. favoured 
me with a viſit one afternoon, when the briſk 
North Britain ingroſſed the whole converſation ; 
-while the other feemed fearful and diffident, even 
' to a degree of baſhfulnefs, throvgh which, how- 
ever, I could diſcern a delicate ſenſibiliiy and 
uncommon underſtanding. There was in bis 
perſon (Which was very agreeable) as well as his 
behaviour, a certain naiurte that was very pleaſ- 
ing; and at this firſt interview, we reliſhed each 
o>her's company ſo well, that a fort of intimacy 
iminediately commenced, and was carried on in 
a fucceffion of parties of pleaſure, in the courſe 
of which I found him fraught with all the tender- 
nefs and ſentiment that render the heart fuſcey- 
tible of the moſt refined love; a difpoſition that 
immediately made me partial to bim, while it 
ſubjected his own heart to all the violent impreſ- 
ſions of a paſſion, which I little imagined our cor- 
reſpondence would have produced. 
Nevertheleſs, I was for from being diſpleaſed 
with my conqueſt, becauſe his perſon and quali- 
kcations, as well as bis. manner of addreſs, were 
very much to my liking, and recommended him 
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in a particular manner to my affection. Indeed, 
he made a greater progreſs in my heart than I 
myſelf ſuſpected; for there was ſomething con- 
genial in our ſouls, which from our firſt meeting 
I believe had attracted us (unknown to ourſelves) 
under the notions of friendſhip and regard, and 
no diſcloſed itſelf in the molt paſſionate love. 

I liſtened to his addreſſes, and we were truly 
happy. His attachment was the quinteſſence of 
tenderneſs and fincerity, while his generoſity 
knew no bounds. Not contented with having 
paid twelve hundred pounds un my account, in 
the ſpace of one fortnight, he would have loaded 
me with preſent after preſent, had not I abſolute- 
iy refuted to except ſuch expenſive marks of his 
munificence. |] was even mortified at thoſe in- 
ſtances of his liherality, which my fituation com- 
pelled me to receive, leſt, being but little acquaint- 
ed with my diſpoſition, he ſhould ſuſpect me of 
being intereſted in my love, and judge wy con- 
duct by the malicious reports of common fame, 
(which he, afterwards owned) had at firſt a 
tained ſuch credit with him, tHat he believed 
our mutual attachment would not be of long 
duration. But, in this particular, he was foon 
undeceived z his heart, though naturally adapt- 
ed for the melting paſſion, had hitherto eſcaped 
untouched by all the ladies of Italy and France; 
and therefore the firſt impreſſions were the more 
deeply fixed. As he was unpractiſed in the ways, 


of common gallantry and deceit, the ſtriking fim- 
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plicity in his character was the more likely to en. 
gage the heart of one who knew the perfidy 
ef the world, and deſpiſed all the farce and bom- 
baſt of faſhionable profeſſion, which 1 had always 
conſidered as the phraſe of vanity and oſtentation, 
rather than the genuine language of love. Beſides, 
gratitude had a conſiderable ſhare in avgmenting 
my affection, which manifeſted itſelf in fuch a warm 
eordial, artleſs manner, as increaſed his eſteem, 
and rivetted his attachment; for he could eably 
perceive, from the whole tenor of my conduct, 
that my breaſt was an utter ſtranger to craft and 
diſſimulatien; yet | was at firſt fearful of contract- 
mg any engagement with him, becauſe, being 
younger than me, he might be more apt to 
change, and the world might be malicious enough 
to ſuppoſe 1 had practiſed upon his inexperience; 
bur, conſcious of my own integrity, I ſer ſlander 
at defiance, truſting to my own. behaviour, and 
his mutual probity, for the continuance of his 
love. Though we did not live together in the 
ſame houſe, the greateſt part of our time was 
ſpent in each other's company; we dined and 
ſupped at the ſame table, frequented public places, 
went upon parties to the country, and never 
parted, but for a few hoursin the night, which 
we paſſed in the utmoſt impatience to meet again. 

In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jea- 
louſy with which I happened to be ſeized. I bad 
dcontracted an acquaintance with a young mar- 
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ried lady, who, though her perſonal attractions 
were but ſlender, was, upon the whole, an agree- 
able, chearful, good-natured companion, with a 
little daſh of the coquette in her compoſition, 
This woman being in very indigent circumſtan- 
ces, occaſioned by ſome lofſes her huſband had 
ſuſtained, no ſooner had an opportunity of ſee- 
ing and converſing with my lover, than ſhe för- 
med the deſign of making a conqueſt of him. I 
ſhould have forgiven her for this ſcheme, what- 
ever pangs it might have coſt me, had I believed 
it the effect of real paſſion ; but I knew ber too 
well to ſuppoſe her heart was ſuſceptible of love, 
and accordingly reſented it. In the execution of 
her plan, ſhe neglected nothing which ſhe thought 
capable of engaging his attention. She tock all 
opportunities of ſitting near him at table, ogled 
him in the moſt palpable manner, directed her 
whole diſcourſe to him, trod upon his toes ; nay, 
I believe, ſqueezed his hand. My bload boiled 
at her, though my pride, for ſome time, enabled 
me to conceal my uneafineſs ; till at length her 
behaviour became ſo arrogant and groſs, that I 
could no longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and one 
day told my lover, that I would immediately re- 
nounce his correſpondence. 

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de- 
claration ; and when he underſtood the cauſe of 
it, aſſured me, that for the future he would ne- 
ver exchange one word with her. Satisfied with 


this mark of his ſincerity and regard, I releaſed 
Vol., III. \ 
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him from this promiſe, which he could not poſ- 
libly keep, while ſhe and I lived upon any terms; 
and we continued to vifit each other as uſual, 
though ſhe ſtill perſiſted in her endeavours to ri- 
val me in his affection, and contracted an intima- 
cy with his companion, who ſeemed to entertain 
a paſſion for her, that ſhe might have the more 
frequent opportunities of being among us; for 
the had no objection againſt favouring the addreſſes 
of both. One evening, I remember, we'ſet out 
in my coach for the opera; and in the way, this 
inamorata was ſo buſy with her feet; that I was 
incenſed at her behaviour; and when we arrived 
at the place, refuſed to alight ; but, ferting them 
down, declared my intention of returning home 
immediately. She was fo much pleaſed with this 
intimation, that ſhe could not conceal the joy ſhe 
felt at the thoughts of converſing with him, un- 
interrupted by my preſence; an opportunity 
with which I had never favoured her before. 
This open exultation increaſed my anger and 
anxiety, I went home ; but being ſtill torment- 
ed with tlie reflection of having left them to- 
gether, adjuſted myſelf in the glaſs, though I was 
too angry to take notice of my own figure, and 
without further delay returned to the opera. 
Having inquired for the box in which they ſat, 
I took poſſeſſion of one that fronted them, and 
reconnoitring them, without being perceived, had 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him removed to as great 
a diſtance from her as the place would permit, 
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4nd his head turned another way. Compoſed by 
this examination, I joined them without further 
ſcruple, when my young gentleman exprefſed 
great joy at my appearance, and told me he was 
determined to have left the entertainment, and 
com? in queſt of me, had not I returned at that 
inſtant, 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 
vſual bints, and with her large hoop almoſt over- 
ſhadowed my lover from my view : upon which 
my jealouſy and wrath recurred with ſuch vio- 
lence, that I pulled the firing, as a ſignal for the 
coachman to ſtop, with a view of getting out, 
and going home afoot ; a {tep which would have 
afforded a new ſpectacle to the people of Paris. 
But I reflected, in a moment, upon the folly of 
ſuch a reſolution, and ſoon recollected myſelf, by 
calling my pride to my aſſiſtance. I determined. 
however, that ſhe ſhould at no more ſcenes of 
this kind in my preſence, and that ſame night in- 
liſted upon my lover's dropping all intercourſe 
and connection with this tormentor. He very 
chearfully complied with my deſire, and was even 
glad of an occaſion to break off his acquaintance 
with a perſon about whoum I had plagued him ſo 
much, _ | 

Thus was I freed from the perſecution of one 
of thoſe creatures, Who, though of little conſe- 
quence in themſelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, 
and find means to deſtroy that harmony which 
reigns between two lovers, by the intruſion of a; 
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looſe appetite, void of all ſenſibility and diſere- 
tion: having no feeling themſelves, they cannot 
ſympathize with that of other people, and do miſ- 
chief out of mere wantonneſs. 

My lover being obliged to go to England, had 
fettled me in a genteel houſe in Paris, with a 
view of returning when his affairs ſhould be ad- 
Juſted ; but when the time of his departure ap- 
proached, he began to be uneaſy at the proſpect 
of ſeparation, and in order to alleviate his anxi- 
ety, deſired me to accompany him to Calais, 
where we (tayed together three or four days, du- 
ring wh'ch the dread of parting became more and 
more intenſe : ſo that we determmed upon my 
foilowing him into England, by the firft oppor- 
tunity, where I ſhould live altogether inceg, that 
I might be concealed from the inquiries and at- 
tempts of my lord. Even after this refolution 
was fixed, we parted with all the agonies of lo- 
vers who deſpair of ever meeting again; and the 
wind blowing very high after he had embarked, 
increaſed my fears. But by the return of the 
packet-boat, I was bleſſed with the report of his 
being ſafe arrived in England, and had the ſa- 
tisfation of peruſing his letters by every polt. 

My admirer being thus detached from me, mp 
thoughts were entirely employed in eoncerting 
fome private method of conveying myſelf to him. 
As I would not truſt myſelf in the common pack- 
et, for fear of being diſcovered ; after having re- 
volved divers ſchemes, I determined to tranſport 
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myſelf in one of the Dutch fiſhing-boats, though. 
I knew the paſſage would be hazardous; but, in 
a caſe of ſuch intereſting concern, I overlooked 
all danger and inconvenience. Before I put this 
reſolution in practice, I was ſo fortunate as to 
hear of a ſmall Engliſh veſſel that arrived at Ca- 
lais with a priſoner of war, in which I embarked 
with my companion and another lady, who li- 
ved with me for {ome time after wards; and when 
we came on board, diſcovered that the ſhip was 
no other than a light collier, and that her whole 
company amounted.to no more than three men, 
Nevertheleſs, though the ſea was ſo rough, and 
the weather ſo-unpromiling, that no other. boat 
would venture to put to ſea, we ſet ſail, and be- 
tween two ſtorms, in about three hours arrived 
in ſafety at Dover. 

From hence my firſt companion went to her 
friends, in the {tage coach, while the other lady 
and I hired an open poſt-chaiſe (though it ſnow- 
ed very hard) and without any accident perform- 
ed our journey to London, where I met with 
my lover, .who-flew-to my arms in all the tranſ- | | 
ports of impatient joy; and doubtleſs I deſerved | 
his affection, for the hardſhips, perils, and difficul- | 
ties I had undergone to be with him; for-I never 
ſerupled to undertake any thing practicable, in | 
order-to demonſtrate the ſincerity of what I pro- 
ſeſſed. 

In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a ficti- 
tious name, and never appeared in public, being 
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tally fatisfied and bappy in the company and con- 
verſation of the man I loved; and when he went 
into the cquntry, contented myſelf with his cor- 
reſpondence, which he punctually maintained, in 
a ſeries of letters equally ſenſible, ſincere, aud 
affectionate, 1 5 
Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the ſeaſon, he devoted the greateſt part of his 
time to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with re- 
luactance, when he was called away by indiſpenſi- 
ble buſineſs, and the civility which was due to his 
acquaintance, and very ſeldom went to-any place 
of public entertainment, becauſe I could not ac- 
eompany and {hare with him in the diverſion; nay, 
ſo much did I engroſs his attention, that one even- 
mg after-he had been teized into an agreement 
of meeting ſome friends at a play, he went thi- 
ther preciſely at the appointed hour, and as they 
did not arrive punctually at the very minute, be 
returned to me immediately, as much rejdiced-at 
his eſcape as if he had inet with ſome ſignal de- 
liverance. Nor was his conſtancy inferior to 
the ardour of his love; we went onee together 
to a ball in the Hay market, where, in the midſt 
of a thouſand fine women, whoſe charms were 
inhanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes they 
wore, he remained unſhaken, unſeduced, preſer- 
ving his attachment for me in ſpite of al} temp» 
tation. | 
In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in 
the neighbourhood of his own 3 but the accom 
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modations being bad, and that country affording 
no other place fit for my reſidence, he brought. 
me home to his own leat, and by that ftep raiſed 
an univerſal clamour, though I ſaw no company 
and led ſuch a ſolitary life, that nothing but ex- 
ceſſive love could have ſupported my fpirits ; not 
but that he gave me as much of his time. as he 
could poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary duties of 
paying and receiving viſits, together with the a- 
vocations. of hunting, and other country amufe- 
ments, which I could not partake, Formerly, 
indeed, I uſed to hunt and ſhoot, but I had left 
off both; ſo that I was now Teduced to the als 
ternative of reading and. walking by myſelf ; bur, 
Live made up for all deficiences to me, who think 
nothing elſe. worth. the living for Hau I been 
blefjed with a partner for life, whoa could have 
loved fincerely, and inſpired. me with a mutual 
fame, I would have aſked no more of fate. In- 
tereſt and ambilion. have na ſhare in compoſition : 
love which is: pleaſure, or pleaſure which is. love, 
makes up the whole. A heart fo diſpgſed cannot 
be devoid of other good qualities ;.it muſt be ſub» 
ject to the impreſſions of humanity and benevo - 
lence, and enemy to nothing but itſelf. This you 
will give me leave to affirm, in juſtice to myſelf; 
as I have'frankly owned.my failings and miſcon -; 
duct, | 

Towards the end of ſummer my heart was a 
little alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my 
lover's being aQually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
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riage ; however, I gave little credit to this ru- 
mour, till I was obliged to go totown about buſi- 
_ neſs, and there I heard the fame information con- 
fidently affirmed. Though I {till conſidered it as 
a vague ſurmiſe, I wrote*to him an account of 
what I had heard; and in his anſwer, which is 
ſill in my poſſeſſion, he aſſured me with repeat- 
ed vows: and proteſtations, that the report was 
altogether falſe. Satisfied with this declaration, 
L returned to his houſe ;-and though the tale was 
inceſſantly thundered in my ears, ſtill believed it 
void of all foundation, till my ſuſpicion was a- 
waked by a very inconſiderable circumſtance. ' 
One day, on his return from hunting, IL. per- 
ceived he had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles 
on his ſhirt, which I could not ſuppoſe he would 
wear at ſuch a ruſtic exerciſe ; and therefore my 
fears immediately took the alarm. When I queſ- 
tioned him about this particular of his dreſs, . his 
colour changed; and though he attempted": to e- 
lude my ſuſpicion, by imputing it to'a miſtake of 
his ſervant, I could not reſt ſatisfied with this 
account of the matter, but inquired into the 
truth with ſuch eagerneſs and penetration, that 
he could not deny he bad been to make a viſit. 
By degrees, I even extorted from him à confeſ- 
tion, that he had engaged himſelf farther than he 
ought to have proceeded, without making me 
acquainted with his deſign, though he endea- 
voured to excuſe his conduct, and pacify my diſ- 
pleaſure, by ſaying that the affair would not be 
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brought to bear for a great while, and perhaps 
might never come to a determination: but he 
was in great confuſion, and indeed hardly knew 
what he ſaid, 

E would have quitted his houſe that moment, 
had not he, beforehand, obtained a promiſe that 
I would take no raſh reſolution of that kind, and 
put it out of my power to procure any method 
of conveyance by which I could make my retreat. 
gave no vent to reproaches, and only upbraid- 
ed him with his having permitted me to return in 
ignorance to the country, after I was onee fair» 
ly gone; upon which he ſwore that he could not 
bear the thoughts of parting with me. This de- 
claration was a myſtery at that time, but I have 
been ſince ſo fully ſatisfied of his reaſons for his. 
conduct, that I heartily acquit him of all injuſtice 
to me. And indeed, it is my ſincere opinion, that 
if ever a young man deſerved to be happy, he 
is certainly intitled to that privilege ; and if I may 
be allowed to judge, has an heart ſuſceptible of. 
the molt refined enjoyment. 

The violence of the grief and as 
which I ſuffered. from this ſtroke, having a little 
Lubſided, I deliberated with iny ſelf about the mea- 
ſures I ſhould take, and determined to leave his 
houſe ſome day when he ſhould be abroad, I was 

encouraged in this reſolution. by the advice of 
our Scotch friend, who came about this time 
from London, on a viſit to his fello x- traveller: 3 
we thought ſuch an abrupt departure would be 
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leſs ſhocking than to ſlay and take a formal leave 
of my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate 
frame, that after I told him 1 ſhould one day 
withdraw myſelf, in his abſence, he never came 
home from the chace, or any other avocation, 
without trembling with e that I had 
elcaped. 

After he had been ſome time accuſtomed to 
theſe fears by my previous intimation, I at length 
decamped in good earneſt, though my heart aked 
upon the occaſion, becauſe I left him loving and 
beloved; for his affetion was evident, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtep he had taken, by the advice and 
importunity of all his relations, who laid a diſa- 
greeable reſtraint upon hisinclinations, while hey 
conſulted his intereſt in every other particular. 

While 1 haked'in the next great town, until F 
could be ſupplied with freſh horſes, I was viſit- 
ed by a gentleman who had been formerly inti- 
mate with my lover; but a breach had happened 
in their friendſhip, and he now came to complain 
of the treatment he. bad received. Perceiving 
that I was not in a humour to liſten to his ſto- 
ry, he ſhifted the converſation to my own, and 
obſerved, that J had been extremely ill uſed. I 
told him that 1 was of a different opinion: that 
it was not only juſt, but expedient, that a young. 
man of Mr 's fortune ſhould think of ma- 
king ſome alliance to ſtrengthen and ſupport the 
intereſt of his family; and. that IJ had nothing to 
accuſe him of but his letting me remain ſo long, 
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i ignorance of his intention. He then gave me 
to under(tand, that. I was (till ignorant of a great 
part of the ill uſage I had received; affirming, 
that while I lived in his houſe, he had abuſed 
himſelf with all the common women in that town, 
to ſome of whom this inn. had perſonally 
introduced him. 3 

At firſt, I conld .not believe this imputation ; 
but he ſupported his aſſertions with ſo many con- 
vincing eircumſtances, that I could no longer 
doubt the truth of them; and I felt ſo much re- 
ſentment, that my love vaniſhed immediately in- 
to air. Inſtead of proceeding in my journey to 
London, I went back a confiderable way, and 
ſent a meſſage, deſiring to fee him in a little 
houſe, about mid-way between his own habitation 
and the town from whence 1 came. He obeyed 
my ſommons, and appeared at the place appoint- 
ed, where I reproached him with great bitterneſs. 
He pleaded guilty to the charge, fo far as acknow- 
ledging that he had correſponded with other wo- 
men lately, in order to get the better of his affec- 
tion for me, but the experiment had failed, and 
he found that he ſhould be for ever miſerable. 

I did not look upon this candid confeſſion as 
a ſufficient atonement for his paſt diſſimulation, 
and, in the ſharpneſs of my revenge, demanded 
a ſettlement, which he peremptorily refuſed; ſo 
that for the preſent, we held each other in the ut- 
moſt contempt. Indeed, T afterwards deſpiſed my- 
felf for my condeſcenſion, which was owing to the 
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advice of my companion, ſupported and inflamed 
by the ſpirit of reſentment. Nevertheleſs, he 
begged that I would return to his bouſe, or (tay 
all night where I was; but I was deaf to his in- 
treaties, and after a great deal of ironical civility 
on my ſide; I took my leave, and went away; 
yet, before I ſet out, 1 looked back, and ſaw him 
on horſeback, with ſuch an air of ſimplicity and 
truth, as called up a profound ſigh, notwithſtand- 
ing all that had paſſed in our converſation. 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings 
in Leiceſter-fields, and anſwered a letter which I 
had ſume months before received from my lord, 
telling him that I would go home to him, without 
ſtipulating for any terms, to try what effect my 
confidence would have upon his generoſity. He 
readily embraced the offer, and took an houſe in 
St James's-ſtreet, where I propoſed to comply 
with his humour in every thing that was conſiſt- 
ent with my own peace and tranquillity. 

Mean while, my lover paſſed his time very diſ- 
agreeably in the country, with his friend, of 
whom (it ſeems) he had conceived ſome jealouſy, 
which was increaſed by a letter I wrote to that 
gentleman, till he was made acquainted with the 
contents, which he read over forty times; and 
then his paſſion breaking out with more violence 
than ever, he not only expreſſed his feeling in an 
epiſtle which I immediately received, but when 
he came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of deſpair 
as I had never ſeen before, except in lord B——-. 
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It was then in my power to have taken ample re- 
venge upon him, as well as upon my inſolent rj- 
val, who had inſiſted upon my leaving his houſe, 
in a very abrupt manner, tho' he abſolutely refu- 
ſed to gratify her malice; being now diſpoſed to 
do any thing for my ſatisfaction: but I knew his 
worth, and had too much regard for his reputation 
to adviſe him to act inconſiſtent with his honour, 

About this time, many tender meetings and 
ſorrowful partings happened between us, till the 
marriage-knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank- 
note for a thouſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen 
(as he called it) of his friendſhip, and of what he 
would do for me, ſhould I ever want his aſſiſtance. 
This mark of his generoſity I received in a moſt 
tender billet, which I ſhall never part with, to- 
gether with his picture ſet in diamonds, 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping mea- 
ſures with my lord ; we lay in the ſame apart- 
ment, and, for the fir{t four or five months, I nei- 
ther dined nor ſupped abroad, above twice; and 
then he knew where I was, and approved of my 
company. But all this complacency and circum- 
ſpection had no effect upon his temper, which re- 
mained as capricious and diſlatisfied as ever. Nay, 
to ſuch a provoking degree did this unhappy hu- 
mour prevail, that one day, in the preſence of 
his lawyer, he harangued upon my miſconduct 
fince our laſt re union; and very freely affirmed, 
that every ſtep I had taken was diametrically op- 
poſite to his will. 

Vox. III. 2 
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Conſcious of the pains I had been at to pleaſe 
him, I was ſo incenſed at theſe unjuſt invectives, 
that ſtarting up, I told him he was a little dirty 
fellow ; and would have left the houſe immedi- 
ately, had not his lawyer, and others, who were 
in the next room, interpoſed, and by dint of 
argument and importunity diverted me from my 
purpoſe. By the bye, I have been informed by a 
perſon of rank, that my lord diſcovered exactly 
the ſame diſpoſition in his father's life-time, and 
only changes the ſubje& of his complaint from 
the word father to that of wife, Indeed he 
takes all opportunities of plaguing my dear pa- 
rent,” as he bas juſt ſagacity enough to know, 
that this is the moſt effectual way he can i take 
to diſtreſs me. 

After repeated trials, I have ven up al 
hopes of making him happy, or of finding myſelf 
eaſy in my ſituation; and live with him at pre- 
fent to avoid a greater inconvenience. Not that 
his ill nature is all the prievance -of which I 
complain: excluſive of the ' perſonal diſguſt I 
entertain for him, his folly is of that fpecies which 
diſobliges rather than diverts, and his vanity 
and affectation altogether intolerable; for he 
actually believes himſelf, or at leaſt would im- 
poſe himſelf upon mankind, as a pattern in gal- 
lantry and taſte ; and in point of buſinefs, a per- 
ſon of infinite ſagacity and penetration: but the 
moſt ridiculous part of his character is his pre- 
tended talent for politics, in which he ſo deep: 
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ly concerns himſelf, that he has diſmiſſed many 
a good ſervant, becauſe he ſuſpected him of hav- 
ing wrong connections; a theme upon which he 
has often quarrelled with me, even almoſt to 
parting, accuſing me with holding correſpond- 
ence with the earls of B—, and C—, and Mr 
H-— V, though I never had the leaſt acquaint- 
ance with any of theſe gentlemen, except the 
earl of C „ to whom I have not ſpoke for 
theſe ren years paſt. | 

In ſhort, I have often been at a loſs to know, 
whether he was more mad or malicious in thoſe 
firs of enthuſiaſm, wherein he ſeemed tranſported 
with zeal for the common- wealth, and tormented 
me with his admonitions, out of alt temper and 
patience. At length, however, I contrived an 
expedient which freed me from theſe trouble- 
ſome expoſtulations, and filenced him effectually 
on the {core of politics. This was no other 
than an open avowal of being connected with all 
thoſe people whom I have named. Indeed, I 
knew him too well to believe there was any thing 
folid in his intention or profeſſions, even when 
he carried himſelf fo far as to demand a private 
audience of the K—, in order to communicate 
a ſcheme for ſupprelling the rebellion ; and that 
being denied, ſolicited the duke of D—'s in- 
tereſt, for permiflion to raiſe and head a regiment 
of Kentiſh ſmugglers; nay, to fuch a pitch did 


his loyalty ſoar, that he purchaſed a firelock of 


particular mechaniſm, calculated for the ſafety 
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of the bearer, in caſe he had been placed centi- 
nel at his majeſty's door; and kept his horſes 
ready capar iſoned, with a view of attending bis 
fovereign to the field. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe pompous preparations, had he been put to 
the proef, he would have infallibly crept out of 
his engagements, through fome ſneaking evaſion, 
kis imagination being very fertile in ſuch faving 
pretences. Yet he will talk fometimes ſo fer- 
vently, and even ſenſibly, on the ſubject, that a 
ranger would miſtake him for a man of under- 
ſtanding, and determined zeal for the good of his 
ecuntry. | 

Since my laſt return to his houſe, that a& 
ef parliament paſſed, by which he was enabled to 
pay bis debts, and, among the reſt, a thouſand 
pounds of my contracting, the only burden of 
that kind I ever entailed upon him, excluſive of 
my pin-money, which was never regularly paid 
nor would he tave been {ubje&> to this, had he 
not by his perſecution and purſuit expeſed me 
to an extraordinary expence. . I have allo had it 
in my power te reward ſome of my faithful Abi - 
gails; in particular, to relieve from extreme diſ- 
treſs that maid to whom (as I have already obſer- 
ved) lord B— granted an annuity, which ſhe 
had ſold; fo that the was reduced to the moſt ab- 
ject poverty, and I found her in a diſmal hole, 
with two infants, periſhing for want ; a ſpectacle 
which drew tears from my eyes, and indeed could. 
not but make a deep impreſſion upon an heart 
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like mine, which the miſery of my fellow-crea- 
tures never failed to melt. 


Nor did I, upon this occaſion, forget the at- 
tachment and fidelity of my other woman Mrs 
8 —, who hearing I was robbed in my paſſage 
through Flanders, had generouſly relinquiſhed: 
the allowance I had ſettled upon her at parting. 
The exerciſe of ſuch acts of humanity and bene- 
volence, and the pleaſure of ſeeing my dear and 
tender parent often, in ſome meaſure alleviate! 
the chagrin to which J am ſubject, from the diſ- 
agreeable diſpoſition of my lord, who, conſiſtent 
with his former inconſiſtency, upon our laſt re- 
conciliation chearfully agreed to a propoſal I 
made of having concerts in the houſe, and even. 
approved of the ſcheme with marks of particular 
ſatisfaction: but before one half of the winter 
was expired, he found means to baniſh all the. 
company, beginning with lord R— B—, who, 
as he walked up ſtairs one evening, was ſtopped: 
by a footman, who plainly. told: him he bad or- 
ders to ſay to him in particular; that bis lordſhip, 
was not at home: yet the very next day percei- 
ving that nobleman and me walking together in 
the park, be joined us with an air of alacrity, 
as if no ſuch thing had happened, and even beha- 
ved to lord R- with the moſt fav ning complai - 
fance, His deportment was equally abſurd and: 
impertinent to the reſt of his friends, who for- 
ſook us gradually, being tired of maintaining anyr 
friendly communication with ſuch a diſagreeable- 
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compoſition of ignorante and arrogance. For 
my own part, I look upon him as utterly incor- 
yigible; and as fate hath ſubjected me to his power, 
endeavour to make the bitter draught go down, 
by detaching myſelf, as much as poſſible, from the 
ſuppoſition that there is any ſuch exiſtence upon 
earth. Indeed, if I had not fatal experience of 
the contrary, I ſhould be apt to believe that ſuch 
a character is not to be found among rhe ſens of 
men; becauſe his conduct is altogether unac- 
countable by the-known rules and maxims of life; 
and falls entirely under the poet's obſervation,. 
when he ſays, 


Tis true, no meaning puzzles more than uit. 
Her ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, 


to the entertainment of the company, and the: 


admiration of Peregrine, who expreſſed his aſto- 
niſhment. at the variety of adventure ſhe had un- 
dergone, which was ſuch as he thought ſufficient 


to deſtroy the moſt hardy and robuſt conſtitution, 


and therefore infinitely more than enough to o- 
verwhelm one of her delicate frame; one of the 
tentlemen pteſent, roundly taxed her with want 


of candour, in ſuppreſſing ſome circumſtances of 


her life, which he thought eee in the conſi- 
dergtion of her character. 

She reddened at this. peremptory chad. which 
had an evident effect upon the countenances ef 
the whole audience, when the accuſer proceeded 
to explain his imputation, by obſerving, that, in 
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the courſe of her narration, ſhe had omitted to 
mention a thouſand acts of uncommon charity, 
of which he himfelf knew her to be guilty ; and 
that ſhe had concealed a great many advantage- 
ous propoſals of- marriage, which ſhe might have 
accepted before ſhe was engaged. 

The company were agreeably undeceived by 
this explanation; which her ladyſhip acknow- 
ledged'in very polite terms, as a compliment e- 
qually genteel and unexpected: and our hero, af: 
ter having teſtified the ſenſe he had of her com- 
plaiſance and condeſcention, in regaling him with 
a mark of her confidence and- eſteem, took his 
leave, and went home in a ſtate of confuſion and 
perplexity ; for, from the circumſtances of the 
tale he had heard, he plainly. perceived; that her 
ladyſhip's heart was too delicate to receive ſuch 
incenſe, as he, in the capacity of an admirer, 
could. at preſent pay; becauſe, tho* he had in 
ſome meaſure abridged the empire ef Emilia in 
his own breaſt, it was not in his power to re- 
- ſtrain it ſo effeQually, but that it would inter- 
fere-with any other ſovereign whom his thoughts 
fhould adopt: and, unleſs lady could ingroſs 
his whole love, time, and attention, he foreſa w 
that it would be impoſſible for him to ſupport the 
paſſion which he might have the good fortune to 
inſpire. He was, moreover, deterred from de- 
claring his love by the fate of her former admi- 
rers, Who ſeemed to be wound up to a degree of 
enthuſiaſm, that looked more like the effect of en- 
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chantment, than the inſpiration of human attrac- 
tions; an extaſy of paſſion which he durſt not 
venture to underpo : he therefore reſolved to 
combat with the impreſſions he had: already re- 
ceived, and, if poſſible, cultivate her friendſhip 
without ſoliciting her affection: but, before he 
could fix upon this determination, he defired to 
know the footing on which he ſtood in her opi- 
nion; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, ob- 
tained in the uſual manner, underſtood that her 
ſentiments of him were very favourable, though 
without the leaſt tincture of love. He would have 
been tranſported with joy, had her thoughts of 
him been of a more tender texture; though his 
reaſon was better pleaſed with the information 
he received; in conſequence of which he muſter- 
ed up the ideas of his firſt paſſion, and ſet them in 
oppoſition to thoſe of this new and dangerous at- 
tachment; by which means he kept the balance 
in eguilibrioß and his boſom tolerably quiet. 


r 
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le perſuades Cadwallader to aſſume the character 
of a magician, in which he acquires a great 
ſhare of reputation, by his reſponſes to three fe- 
males of diſtinction, who ſeverally conſult the 
reſearches of his art. 


IS heart being thus, as it were, ſuſpended 
between two objects that leſſened the force 
of each other's attraction, he took this opportu- 
nity of enjoying ſeme reſpite, and for the preſent 
detached his fentiments from both ; reſolving to 
indulge himſelf in the exerciſe of that practical 
ſatire, which was ſo agreeable and peculiar to his 
diſpoſition. In this laudable determination he was 
confirmed by the repeated ſuggeſtions of bis friend 
Cadwallader, who taxed bim with letting his ta- 
tents ruſt in indolence, and ſtimulated his natural 
vivacity, with a fucceſfion of frefh. diſcoveries in 
the world of fcanda]. 

Peregrine was now ſeized with a ſtrange whim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad- 
wallader, it in a moment acquired his approba- 
tion. This notion he imparted in a propoſal, to- 
ſubje& the town to their ridicule, by giving re- 
ſponſes in the character of a profeſſed conjurer, 
to be perſonated by the old miſanthrope, whoſe 
aſpe& was extremely well calculated for the pur- 
poſe. The plan was immediately adjuſted in alt 
its parts; an apartment hired in a houſe accom 
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modated with a public ſtair; ſo that people might 
have free ingreſs and egreſs, without being expo- 
ſed to obſervation; and this tenement. being fur- 
niſhed with the apparatus of a magician, fuch as 
globes, teleſcopes, a magic lanthorn, a ſkeleton, 
a dried monkey, together with the ſkins of an al- 
legator, otter, and ſnake, the conjurer himſelf 
took poſſeſſion of his caſtle, after having diſtri- 
buted printed advertiſements, containing the par- 
ticulars of his undertaking. | 

Theſe bills ſoon operated according to the wiſh 
of the projectors. As the price of the oracle was 
fixed at half a guinea, the public naturally con- 
cluded, that the author was no common fortune- 
teller; and the very next day, Peregrine found 
ſome ladies of his quality-acquaintance, infected 
with the defire of waking an experiment upon 
the {kill of this new. conjurer, who pretended to 
be juſt arrived from the Mogul's empire, where 
he had learned the art from a Brachman philoſo- 
pher. Our young gentleman affected to talk of 
the pretenſions of this ſage with ridicule and con- 
tempt, and with ſeeming reluctance undertook to 
attend them to his apartment, obſerving, that it 
would be a very eaſy matter to detect the fel- 
low's ignorance, and no more than common juſ- 
tice to chaſtiſe him for his prefumption. Though 
he could eaſily perceive a great fund of credulity 
in the company, they affected to eſpouſe his o- 
pinion, and, under the notion of a frolic, agreed, 
that one articular lady ſhould endeavour to 
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baffle his art, by appearing before him in the 
dreſs of her woman, who ſhould at the ſame time 
perſonate her miſtreſs, and be treated as ſuch by 
our adventurer, who promiſed to ſquire them to 
the place. Theſe mealures being concerted, and 
the appointment being fixed for the next audience- 
day, Peregrine furniſhed his friend with the ne- 
ceſſary information; and when the hour of aſſig- 
nation arrived, conducted his charge to this ora- 
culous ſeer. | 

They were admitted by our hero's valet de- 
chambre, whoſe viſage being naturally meagre and 
ſwarthy, was adorned with artificial whiſkers ; 
ſo that he became the Perſian dreſs which he wore, 
and ſeemed a very proper maſter of the ceremo- 
nies to an oriental necromancer. Having croſled 
his arms upon his breaſt, with an inclination of 
the head, he (talked in folemn filence before them 
into the penetralia of the temple, where they 
found the conjurer ſitting at a table, provided 

with pen, ink and paper, divers books, and ma- 

thematical inſtruments, and a long white wand 

lying acroſs the whole, He was habited in a black 

gown and fur-cap : his countenance over and a- 
bove a double proportion of philoſophic gravity, 

which he had aſſumed for the occaſion, was im- 

proved by a thick. beard, white as ſnow, that 

reached to his middle, and upon each ſhoulder 

fat a prodigious large black cat which had been 

tutored for the purpoſe. 

Such a figure, which would have ſtartled Pe- 
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regrine himſelf, had not he been concerned in the 
myſtery, could not fail to make an impreſſion u- 
pon thoſe whom he accompanied. The fictitious 
chambermaid, in ſpite of all her natural pertneſs 
and vivacity, changed colour when ſhe entered 
the room, while the pretended lady, whoſe in- 
tellects were not quite ſo enlightened, began to 
tremble in ever joint, and ejaculate petitions 
to heaven for her ſafety. Their conductor ad- 
vancing to the table, preſented his offering, and 
pointing to the maid, told him, that lady deſired 
to know what would be her deſtiny in point of 
marriage. The philoſopher, without lifting up 
his eyes to view the perſon in whoſe behalf he 
was conſulted, turned his ear to one of the ſable 
familiars that purred upon his ſhoulder, and ta- 
king up the pen, wrote upon a detached flip of 
paper theſe words, which Peregrine, at the de- 
ſire of rhe ladies, repeated aloud, © Her deſtiny 
will, in a great meaſure, depend upon what hap- 
pened to her about nine o'clock in the morning, 
on the third day of laſt December.“ 

This ſentence was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady ſcreamed, and ran out into 
the anti-chamber, exclaiming, “ Chriſt have mer- 
cy upon us! Sure he is the devil incarnate !” 
Her miſtreſs, who followed her with great con- 
ſternation, inſiſted upon knowing the tranſac- 
tion to which the reſponſe alluded; and Mrs 
Abigail, after ſome recollection, gave her to un- 
derſtand that ſhe had an admirer, who, on the 
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very hour and day mentioned by the cunning 
man, had addreſſed himſelf to her in a ſerious 
propoſal of marriage. This explanation, how- 
ever, was more ingenious than candid: for the 
admirer was no other than the identical Mr 
Pickle himſelf, who, was a mere dragon among 
the chamber-maids, and in his previous informa- 
tion communicated to his aſſociate, had given an 
account of this aſſignation, with which he had 
been favoured by the damſel in queſtion. 

Our hero feeing his company very much af- 
fected with this circumſtance of the wizzard's art, 
which had almoſt trighied both miſtreſs and maid 
into by(teric fits, pretended to laugh them out of 
their fears, by oblerving, that there was nothing 
extraordinary in this inftance of his knowledge, 
which might have been acquired by ſome of thoſe 
ſecret emiſſaries whom ſuch impoſtors are obliged 
to employ for intelligence, or imparted by the 
lover himſelf, who had, perhaps, come to con- 
ſult him about the ſucceſs of his amour. En- 
couraged by this obſervation, or rather prompt- 
ed by an inſatiable curioſity, which was proof a- 
gainſt all forts of apprehenſion, the diſguiſed lady 
returned to the magtcian's own apartment, and 
aſſuming the air of a pert chambermaid, Mr 
Conjurer (ſaid ſhe)-now you have ſatisfied my 
miſtreſs, will you be ſo good as to tell me, if 
ever [I ſhall be married?“ The ſage, without the 
leaſt heſitation, favoured her with an anſwer, in 
the following words ; Lou cannot be married 
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before you are a widow ;z and whether or not 
that will ever be the caſe, is a queſtion which my 
art cannot reſolve, becauſe my foreknowledge ex- 
ceeds not the term of thirty years.“ 

This reply, which at once cut her off from the 
pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing herſelf independent 
in the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a 
moment clouded her aſpect; all her good humour 
was overcaſt, and ſhe went away, without fur- 
ther inquiry, muttering in the rancour of her 
chagrin, that he was a filly impertinent fellow, 
and a mere quack in his profeſſion, Notwith- 
ſtanding the prejudice of. this reſentment, her 
conviction ſoon recurred; and when the report 
of his anſwers was made to thoſe confederates 
by whom ſhe had been deputed to make trial of 
his ſkill, they were univerſally perſuaded that his 
art was altogether ſupernatural, though each af- 
fected to treat it with contempt, reſolying, in 
her own breaſt, to have recourſe to him in pri- 
vate. | | 

In the mean time, the maid, though laid un- 
der the moſt peremptory injunctions of ſecrecy, 
was ſo full of the circumſtance which related to 
her own conduct, that ſhe extolled his preſcience, 
in whiſpers to all her acquaintance, aſſuring them, 
that he had told her all the particulars of her 
life ; ſo that his fame was almoſt inſtantaneouſly 
conveyed through a thouſand different channels, 
to all parts of the town; and the very next time 
ne aſſumed the chair, his doors were beſieged by 
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eurioùs people of all ſects and denominations. 
Being an old practitioner in this art, Cadwal- 
lader knew it would be impoſſible for him to ſup- 


port his reputation in the promiſcuous exerciſe 


of fortune-telling, becauſe every perſon that 
ſhould come to conſult him would expect a ſam- 
ple of his ſkill, relating to things paſt; and it 


conld not be ſuppoſed that he was acquainted 


with the private concerns of every individual 
who might apply to him for that purpoſe: he 
therefore ordered his miniſter, whom he diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of Hadgi-Rourk, to ſignify 


to all thoſe who demanded entrance, that his 


price was half a guinea; and that all ſuch as were 
not diſpoſed to gratify him with that conſidera- 
tion, would do well to leave the paſſage free for 
the reſt, 

This declaration ſucceeded to his wiſh; for this 
congregation conſiſted chiefly of footmen, cham- 


bermaids, prentices, and the lower claſs of tradeſ- 


men, who could not afford to purchaſe preſci- 
ence at ſuch a price; ſo that, after fruitleſs of- 
fers of ſhillings and balf-crowns, they dropped 
off one by one, and left the field open for caſ- 
toiners of an higher rank. 

The firſt perſon of this ſpecies who appeared 
was dreſſed like the wife of a ſubſtantial tradeſ- 
man; but this diſguiſe could not. ſcreen her from 
the penetration of the conjurer, who at firſt ſigh: 
knew her to be one of the ladies of whoſe com- 
ing he had been apprized by Peregrine, on the 
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ſuppoſition that their curioſity was rather in- 
flamed than allayed by the intelligence they had 
received from his firſt client. This lady ap- 
proached the philoſopher with that intrepidity 
of countenance ſo conſpicuous in matrons of her 
dignified ſphere, and, in a ſoft voice, aſked with. 
a ſimper, of what complexion her next child 
would be? The necromancer, who was perfect- 
ly well acquainted with her private biſtory, forrh- 
with delivered his reſponſe in the following queſ- 
tion, written in the uſual form, How long 


bas Pompey the black been diſmiſſed from your 


lady ſhi p's lervice 2?? 

Endued as fhe was with a great hare of that 
fortitude which is diſtinguiſhed by the appella- 
tion of effroutery, her face exhibited fome ſigns 
of ſhame and confuſion at the receipt of this ora- 
cular interrogation, by which ſhe was convinced 
of his extraordinary intelligence; and accoſting 
him in a. very ſerious tone, Doctor (ſaid ſhe) 
I perceive you are a perſon of great abilities in 


- the art you profeſs; and therefore, without pre- 


tending to diſſemble, Iwill own you have touch» 
ed the true ſtring of my apprehenſions. I am 
perſuaded I need not be more particular in my 
mquiries. Here is a purſe of money; take it, 
and deliver me from a molt alarming and uneaſy 
ſuſpence.“ So ſaying, ſhe depolited her offer- 
ing upon the table, and waited for his anſwer 
with a face of fearful expectation, while he was 
employed in writing this ſentence for her peruſal: 
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Though I ſee into the womb of time, the proſ- 
pect is not perfectly diſtin; the ſeeds of future 
events lye mingled and confuſed: ſo that I am 
under the neceſſity of aſſiſting my divination in 
ſome caſes, by analogy and human intelligence; 
and cannot poſſibly. ſatisfy your preſent doubts, 
unleſs you will condeſcend' to make me privy to 
all thoſe occurrences which you think might have 
interſered with the cauſe of your apprehenſion.“ 
The lady having read the declaration, affected 
a ſmall emotion of ſhyneſs-and repugnance, and 
feating herſelf upon a ſettee, after having cau- 
tiouſly informed herſelf of the privacy of the a- 
partment, gave ſuch a detail of the ſucceſſion of 
her lovers, as amazed while it entertained the 
necromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who 
from a cloſet in which he had concealed himſelf, 
overheard every ſyllable of her confeſſion. Cad- 
wallader liſtened to her ſtory with a look of in- 
finite importance and ſagacity, and after a ſhort 
pauſe told her, that he would not pretend to give 
a categorical anfwer, until he ſhould have deli - 
berated maturely upon the various circumſtances- 
of the affair; but if ſhe would take the trouble 
of honouring bim with another viſit on his next 
public day, he hoped he ſhould: be able to give 
her ſull-ſarisfaRion. ' Conſcious of the importance 
of her doubts, ſhe could not help commending his 
caution;. and took her leave, with a promiſe of 
returning at the appointed time: then the con- 
jurer being joined by his aſſociate, they gave a. 
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looſe to their mirth, which having indulged, they 
began to concert meaſures for inflicting. ſome 
diſpraceful puniſhment on the ſhameleſs and:inſa- 
tiate termagant who had ſo impudently avowed 
her own proſtitution. | 

They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
ference, by the arrival of a new gueſt, who be- 
ing announced by Hadgi, our hero retreated to. 
his lurking place, and Cadwallader reſumed his 
myſterious appearance. This neweclient, though 
me hid her face in a maſk, could not conceal her- 
felf from the knowledge of. the conjurer, who by 
her Voice recognized her to bean unmarried lady. 
of his own acquaintance. She had, within a 
mall compaſs of time, made herſelf remarkable 
for two adventures, which. had not at all ſuc- 
ceeded to her expectation: being very much ad- 
dicted to play, ſhe had, at a certain route, in- 
dulged that paſſion to ſueh exceſs, as not only 
got the better of her juſtice, but alſo of her cir- 
cumſpection ; lo that the, was unfortunately de- 
tected in her endeavours to appropriate to her- 
felf what was not lawfally hen due. This ſmall 
flip was attended with another indiſcretion, which 
had likewiſe an unlucky effect upon her reputa- 
tion. She had been favoured with the addrefles 
of one of thoſe hopeful heirs who ſwarm and. 
ſwagger about town, under the denomination of. 
Bucks; and in the confidenee of his honour con- 
ſented to be one of a party that made. an excur- 
lion as far as Windſor, thigking her ſelf ſecured 
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from ſcandal by the company of another young 
lady, who had. allo condeſcended to trult hes 
perſon to the protection of her admirer. The 
two gallants, in the courſe of this expedition, 
were ſaid to uſe the moſt per fidious means to in- 
toxicate the paſſions of. their miſtreſſes, by mix- 
ing drugs with their wine, which, inflamed their 
conſtitutions to ſuch à degree, that they fell an 
eaſy ſacrifice, to the appetites of. their conductors, 
who, upon their return to town, were ſo baſe 
and inhuman as to boaſt among their.companions 
of the Exploit they had atchieved.. Thus the 
ſtory, was: circulated, with a. thouſand additional 
circumſtances. to the prejudice of the ſufferers, 
one of whom had. thought proper. to withdraw 
into the country, until the. ſcandal raiſed at her 
expence ſhould. ſubſide ;. while the other, who- 
was not ſo eaſily, put out of countenance, re- 
ſolved to.outface.the report, as a treacherous aſ- 
perſion, invented by her lover as an excuſe for. 
his own inconſtancy ; and actually appeared in 
public, as uſval,. till ſhe found. berſelf neglected 
by the greateſt part of her acquaintance.. 

In conſequence of this diſgrace, which ſhe kne w 
not whether to impute to the card affair, or to 
the laſt faux pas ſhe had committed, ſhe now came 
to conſalt the conjurer, and ſignified her errand, 
by aſking whether the cauſe of her preſent diſ- 
quiet was of the town or the country? Cad- 
wallader at once perceiving her alluſion, anſwer- 


ed her queſtion in theſe terms: This honeſt 
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world will forgive a young gameſter for indiſere- 
tion at play, but a favour granted to a babbling 
coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.” This reſ- 
ponſe ſhe received with equal aftoniſhment and 
chagrin; and, fully convinced of the necroman- 
cer's 6mniſcience, implored his advice touching 
the retrieval of her reputation: upon which he 
counſelled her to wed with the firſt opportunity. 
She ſeemed ſo well pleaſed with his admonition, 
that ſhe gratified him with a double fee, and drop- 
ping a low curt'ſy, retired, 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
filence the oracle for the day, and Hadgi was ac- 
cordingly ordered to exclude all. comers, while 
Peregrine and his friend renewet the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and- ſettled a plan 
of operations for the next oecaſion: mean while 
it was reſolved, thar Hadgi ſhould not only exer- 
eiſe his own talents, bur alſo employ inferior a- 
_ gents, in procuring general intelligence for the 
ſupport of their ſcheme; that the expence of this 
miniſtry ſnould be defrayed from the profits of 
their profeſſion; and the remainder be mrs 
ts * nne! in diltreſs.. 
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CHAP; LON 


Peregrine and his friend Cadwallader proceed in 


the exerciſe of the myſtery of fortune-telling, 
in the courſe of which they atchieve various ad- 
ventures. 


HESE preliminaries being adjuſted, our be- 
ro forthwith repaired to a card- aſſembly, 
which was frequented by fome of the moſt nota- 


ble goſſips in town, and having artfully turned 


the converſation upon the ſubject of the fortune 
teller, whoſe talents he pretended- to ridicule, 
incenſed their itch of knowing fecrets to ſuch a 
degree of impatience, that their curioſity became 
flagrant, and he took it for granted, that all or 
ſome of them would viſt Albumazar on his very 
fir{t viſiting day. While Peregrine was thus en- 
gaged, this aſſociate made his appearance in ano- 
ther convocation of faſhionable people, where 


he ſoon had the pleaſure of hearing the conjurer 


brought upon the carpet by an elderly gentle- 
woman, remarkable for her inquiſitive diſpoſi- 
tion, who addreſſing herſelf to Cadwallader, aſk- 

ed, by the help of the finger- alphabet, if he knew 
any thing of the magician that made ſuch a noiſe 
in town? The miſanthrope anfwered as uſual, 
in a ſurly tone, „By your queſtion, you muſt 
either take me for a pimp or an ideot. What in the 
name of nonſenſe, ſhould I know of ſuch a raſcal, 
unleſs I were to court his acquaintance with a 
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view to feaſt my own ſpleen, in ſeeing him fool 
the whole nation out of their money ? Though, 
I ſuppoſe, his chief profits ariſe from his practice, 
in quality of pander. All fortune-teilers are 
- bawds, and for that reaſon are ſo much follow- 
ed by people of faſhion. This fellow (I warrant) 
has got ſundry convenient apartments for the 
benefit of procreation; for it is not to be ſuppo- 
ſed that thoſe who viſit him on the pretence of 
conſulting his ſupernatural art, can be ſuch fools, 
fuch drivelers, as to believe that he cau actually 
prognoſlicate future events.“ 

The company, according to his expectation, 
imputed his remarks to the rancour of his diſpo- 
ſition, ' which could not bear to think that any 
perſon upon earth was wiſer than himſelf; and 
his ears were regaled with a thouſand inſtances 
of the conjurer's wonderful preſcience, for 
which he was altogether indebted to fiction. 
Some of thele ſpecimens being communicated to 
him by way of appeal to his opinion, They 
are (ſaid he) mere phantoms, of ignorance and 
credulity, ſwelled up in the repetition, like thoſe 
nuſubſtantial bubbles which the boys blow up in 
ſoap-ſuds with a tobacco-pipe. And this will 
ever be the caſe in the propagation of all extra- 
ordinary intelligence: the imagination naturally 
magniſies every object that falls under its cognt> 
zance, eſpecially thoſe that concern the paſſions 
of fear and admiration; and when the occurrence 
comes to be rehear ſed, the vanity of the relater 
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exaggerates every circumſtance in order to en- 
hance the importance of the communication, 
Thus an incident which is but barely uncommon, 
often gains ſuch acceſſion in its progreſs through 
the fancies and mouths of thofe who repreſent 
it, that the original fact cannot be poſlibly dif- 
tinguiſned. This obſervation might be proved 
and illuſtrated by a thouſand undeniable exam- 
ples, out of which I ſhall only ſelect one inſtance, 
for the entertainment and edification of the com- 
pany: Avery honeſt gentleman, remarkable for 
the gravity of his deportment, was one day, in a 
certain coffee-boulſe, accoſted by one of his par- 
ticular friends, who, taking him by the hand, 
expreſſed uncommon fatisfaQtion in ſeeing him 
abroad and in good health, after the dangerous 
and portentous malady he had undergone. Sur- 
priſed at this falutation, the gentleman replied, 
it was true, he had been a little out of order o- 
ver-night, but there was, nothing at all extraor- 
dinary in his indiſpoſition. “ Jeſu ! not extra- 
ordinary ! (cried the other) when you vomired 
three black crows.” This ſtrange exclamation 
the grave gentleman at firſt miſtook for raillery, 
though his friend was no joker ; but perceiving 
ia him all the marks of ſincerity and aſftoniſh- 
ment, he ſuddenly changed his opinion, and; 
after a ſhort reverie, taking him aſide, expreſſed 
himſelf in theſe words; „ Sir, it is not unknown 


to you, that I am at preſent engaged in a treaty 


of marriage, which would have been ſettled long 
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ago, had not it been retarded by the repeated 
machinations of a certain perſon who profeſſed 
bimſelf my rival. Now I am fully perſuaded 
that this affair of the three crows is a ſtory of 
his invention, calculated to prejudiſe me in the 


opinion of the lady, who, to be ſure, would not 


chooſe to-marry a man who has a rookery in his 
bowels ; and therefore I muſt inſiſt upon know- 
ing your author of this ſcandalous report, that 1 
may be able to vindicate my character from the 
malicious aſperſion.“ His friend, who thought 
the demand was very reaſonable, told him, with- 
out heſitation, that he was made acquainted with 
the circumſtance of bis diſtemper by Mr Such-a- 
one, their common acquaintance ; upon which 
the perſon who conceived himſelf injured went 
immediately in queſt of his ſuppoled defamer, 
and having found him, “ Pray, Sir, (ſaid he with 
a peremptory tone) who told you that JI vomit- 
ed three black crows?” Three! (anſwered the 
gentleman) I mentioned two only.“ * Zounds ! 
Sir (cried the other, incenſed at his indifference) 
you will find the two tao many, if you refuſe 
to diſcover the villainous ſource of ſuch calum- 
ny.“ The gentleman, ſurpriſed at his heat, ſaid 
he was ſorry to find he had been the accidental 
inſtrument of giving him offence, but tranſlated 
the blame (if any there was) from himſelf to a 
third perſon, to whoſe information he owed 
his knowledge of the report. The plaintiff, ac- 
cording to the direction he received, repaired to 
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the houſe of the accuſed; and his indignation 
being inflamed at finding the ſtory had already 
circulated among his acquaintance, he told him, 
with evident marks of diſpleaſure, that he was 
come to pluck that fame brace of crows which 
he ſaid he had diſgorged. The defendant ſeeing 
him very much irritated, poſitively denied that 
he had mentioned a brace : „One indeed (ſaid 
he) I own I took notice of, upon the authority 
of your own phyſician, who gave me an account 
of it this morning.“ By the Lord (cried the 
ſufferer in a rage which he could no longer con- 
tain) that raſcal has been ſuborned by my rival, 
to ſlander my character in this manner; but Þ'l1 
be revenged, if there be either law or equity in 
England.” He had ſcarce pronounced theſe 
words, when the doctor happened to enter the 
room; when his exaſperated patient lifting up. 
his cane, „ Sirrah (ſaid he) if I live, I'll make 
that black crow the blackeſt circumſtance of thy 
whole life and converſation.” The phyſcian, 
confounded at this addreſs, aſſured him that he 
was utterly ignorant of his meaning, and, when 
the other gentleman explained it, abſolutely de- 
nied the charge, affirming he had ſaid no more 
than that he had vomited a quantity of ſomething 
as black as a crow. The landlord of the houſe 
acknowledged that he might have been miſtaken ; 
and thus the whole myſtery was explained. 

The company ſeeming to reliſh the ſtory of 
the three black crows, which they conſidered as 
VoL, III. B b 
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an impromptu of Cadwallader's own invention ; 
bur, granting it to be true, they unanimoully de- 
clared that it could have no weight in invalidat- 
ing the teſtimony of divers perſons of honour, 
who had been witneſſes of the magician's fuper- 
natural ſkill. On the next day of confultation, 
the necromancer being in the chair, -and his 
friend behind the curtain, the outward door was 
fearce opened, when a female viſitant fluunced 
in, and diſcovered to the magician the features 
of one of thote inquiſitive ladies, whoſe curioſi- 
ty he knew his contederate had arouſed in the 
manner above deſcribed. She addreſſed herſelf 
to him with a familiar air, obſerving, that ſhe 
had heard much of his great knowledge, and was 
come to be a witneſs of his art, which ſhe deſired 
him to diſplay, in declaring what he knew to be 
her ruling pathon. 
C:dwallader, who was no ſtranger to her diſ- 
polition, aſſumed rhe pen without heſitation, and 
Furniſhed her with an anſwer, importing, that 
the love of money predominated, and ſcandal pol- 
| ſeſſed the next place in her heart, Far from be- 
ing offended at his freedom, ſhe commended his 
frankneſs with a ſmile ; and, fatisfied of his un- 
common talents, expreſſed a deſire of being bet - 
ter acquainted: with his perſon: Nay, ſhe began 
to catechiſe him, upon the private hiſtory of di- 
vers great families, in which he happened to be 
well verſed; and he, in a myſterious manner, 


dropt ſuch artful hints of his knowledge, that ſhe 
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was amazed at his capacity, and actually aſked if 
his art was communicable, The conjurer repli— 
ed in the affirmative; but, at the ſame time, gave 
her to underſtand, that it was attainable by thoſe 
only who were pure and undehled in point of 
chaſtity and honour; or ſuch as, by a long courſe 
of penitence, had weaned themſelves from all at- 
tachments to the fl-ſh, She not only diſappro— 
ved, but ſeemed to doubt the truth of this aſſer- 
tion; telling him, with a look of d:1dain, that his 
art was not worth the having, if one could not 
ule it for the benefit of one's pleaſure ; ſhe had 
even penetration enough to take notice of an in- 
conſiſteney in what he had advanced; and aſked, 
why he himſelf exerciſed his knowledge for hire, 
if he was ſo much detached from all worldly con- 
cerns. Come, come, doctor, added the, you 
are in the right to be cautious againſt imperti- 
nent curioſity; but, perhaps I may make it worth 
your while to be communicative.“ 

Thele overtures were interrupted by a rap at 
the door, fignifying the approach of another eli- 
ent; upon which the lady inquired for his pri— 
vate paſſage, thro' which ſhe might retire with- 
out the riſk of being ſeen ; when the underſtood 


he was deficient in that convenience, ſhe with- - 


drew into an empty room, adjoining to the au— 
dience-chamber, in order to conceal herſelf from 
the obſervation of the new comer. This was no 
other than the inamorata, who came by appoint- 
ment to receive the ſolution of her doubts; and 
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the Miſanthrope, glad of an opportunity to ex- 
poſe her to the cenſure of ſuch an indefatigable 
miniſter of fame as the.perſon, who (he knew) 
would liſten from the next apartment, laid her 
under the necsſſity of refreſhing his remembrance 
with a recapitulation. of her former confeſſion, 
which was almoſt finiched, when ſhe was alarmed 
by a noiſe at the door, occalioned by two gen- 
tlemen, who attempted to enter by force. 
Terrified at this uproar, which difconcerted the 
magician himſelf, {ne ran for ſhelter into the place 
which was pre-occupicd by the other lady, who, 
hearing this diſturbance, had cloſed the window- 
thutters, that ſhe might have the better chance 
of remaining unknown. Here they eſconced them- 
ſelves, in the utmoſt conſternation, while the 
necromancer, after ſome recollection, ordered 
Hadgi to open the door, -and admit the rioters, 
who (he hoped) would be over-awed by the au- 
thority of his appearance, The janitor had no 
ſooner obeyed bis inttructions, than in ruſhed 
young libertine, who had been for ſome time up- 
on the town, together with his tutor, who was 
2 worn- out debauchee, well known to the magi- 
cian. They were both in that degree of intoxi- 
cation neceſſary to prepare ſuch diſpoſitions for 
what they comnionly call frolics, and the ſober 
part of mankind feel to be extravagant outrages 
apainſt the laws of their country, and the peace 
of their fellow-ſubjets. Having ſtaggered up to 
the table, the ſenior, who undertook to be 
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ſpokeſman, ſaluted Cadwallader with, “ How 
do'ſt do, old Capricorn? Thou ſeem'ſt to be a 
moſt venerable pimp, and, I duubc not, haſt a- 
bundanee of diſcretion. Here is this young whore- 
maſter (a true chip of the old venerable block 
his father) and.myſelf, come for a comfortable 
eaſt of thy function. I don't mean that (tale pre- 
rence of conjuring : damn futurity; let us live 
for the preſent, old Haly.. Conjure me up a. 
couple of hale wenches, and, I warrant, we shall 
get into the magic circle in a twinkling. What 
ſays Galileo? What ſays the reverend Brahe?“ 
Here is a purſe, you phnps hark, how it chinks! 
This is ſweeter than the mulic of the ſpheres.“ 

Dur necromaneer, perplexed at this rencount- 
er, made uo reply; but taking up his wand, wa- 
ved it round his head in a very myſterious mo- 
tion, with a view of intimidating theſe forward- 
viſitants, who, far from being awed by this fort 
of evolution,. became more and more obſtreper- 
ous, and even threatened to pull him by the beard, 
if ke would: not immediately comply with their 
deſire. Had he called his aſſociate, or even Had- 
gi, to his aid, he knew he could have ſoon calm- 
ed cheir turbulence; but being unwilling to run 
the riſk of a diſcovery, or even of a riot, he be- 
thought himſelf of chaſtiling their inſolence in an- 
other manner that would be leſs hazardous, and 
rather more effectual. In conſequence of this 
ſuggeſtion, he pointed his wand towards the door 
ef the apartment in whick the ladies had taken 
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fanctuary; and the two rakes, e Mee the 
hint, ruſhed in without heſitation. 

The females finding their place of retreat ta- 
ken by aſſault, ran about the room in great con- 
fternation, and were immediately taken priſoners 
by the aſſailants, who pulling them towards the 


windows, opened the ſhutters at the ſame inſtant 
of time, when (ſtrange to tell !} one of the he- 


roes diſcovered in the prize he had made, the very 
wife of his boſom; and his companion perceived 
that he had ſtumbled in the dark upon his own 
mother, Fheir mutual aſtoniſhment was un- 
ſpeakable at this eclairciſſement, which produced 
an univerſal ſilence for the fpace of ſeveral mi- 
nutes. During this pauſe the ladies having re- 
collected themſelves, an expoſtulation was begun 
by the elder of the two, who roundly took her 
fon to taſk for his diſorderly life, whieh laid her 
under the diſagreeable neceſſity of watching his 
motions, and TG. him in ſuch an infamous 
place. 

White the careful mother thus exerciſed her 
talent for reprehenſion, the hopeful young gen- 
tleman, with an hand in each fob, ſtood whiſtling 
an opera- tune, without feeming to pay the moſt 
profound regard to his parent's reproof: and the 
other lady, in imitation of ſueh a+ conſummate 
pattern, began to open upon her huſband, whom 
the bitterly reproached with his looſeneſs and in- 
temperance, demanding to know what he had to. 
alledge in alleviation of his preſent miſcenduct. 
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The ſurprize occaſioned by ſuch an unexpected 
meeting had already in a great meaſure deſtroyed 
the effects of the wine he had ſo plentitully drank, 
and the firſt uſe he made of his recovered ſobriety, 
was to revolve within himſelf the motives that 
could poſſibly induce his wife to give him the ren- 
dezvous in this manner. As he had good reaſon 
to believe ſhe was utterly void of jealouſy, he 
naturally placed this rencounter to the account 
of another paſſion; and his chagrin was not at 
all impaired by the effrontery with which the now 
preſumed to reprimand him. He liſtened to her, 
therefore, with a grave, or rather grun aſpect; 
and to the queſtion with which ſhe concluded her 
rebuke, anſwered with great compoſure, ** All 
that I have to alledge, madam, is, that the bawd 
has committeda miſtake, in conſequence of which 
we are both diſappointed : and lo, ladies, your 
humble ſervant.” So ſaying, he retired with 
manifeſt confuſion in his looks; and as he paſſed 
through the audience-chamber, eying the conjurer 
aſkance, pronounced the epithet of precious rag 
cal, with great emphaſis, Mean while, the junior, 
like a dutiful child, handed his mamma to her 
chair; and the other client, after having reviled 
the necromancer, becauſe: he could not foreſee 
this event, went away in a ſtate of mortification. 

The coaſt being clear, Peregrine came forth 
from his den, and congratulated his friend upon 
the peaceable iſſue of the adventure which he 
had overheard :. but, that he wight not be ex- 
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poſed to ſuch inconvenience for the future, they 
reſolved that a grate ſhould. be fixed in the mid- 
dle of the outward door, through which the con- 
jurer himſelf might reconnoitre all the viſitants, 
before their admiſſion; fo that, to thoſe whoſe 
appearance he might not like, Hadgi ſhould, | 
without opening, give notice, that his maſter was 
engiged. By this expedient too, they provided 
againſt thoſe difficulties which Cadwallader muſt 
have encountered, in giving ſatisfaction to ſtran- 
gers, whom he did not know; for the original 
intention of the founders was to confine the prac- 
tice of their art to people of faſhion only, moſt of 
whom were perfonally known. to the counterfeit 
magician and his coadjutors. | 
Indeed, theſe aſſociates, Cadwallader in parti- 
cular, notwithſtanding his boaſted inſight into 
the characters of life, never imagined that his- 
pretended {kill would be conſulted by any but the 
weaker minded of the female ſex, incited by that 
ſpirit of curioſity which he knew was implanted 
in their nature; but, in the courſe of his practice, 
he found himſelf cultivated in his. preternatural 
capacity by people of all ſexes, complexions, and. 
degrees of reputation, and had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve, that when the paſſions were concerned, 
how ſoever cool, cautious, and deliberate, the diſ- 
poſition may otherwiſe be, there is nothing ſo. 
idle, frivolous, or abſurd, to which they will not 
apply for encouragement and gratification.. The: 
laſt occurrence, according to the hopes and ex- 
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pectation of the confederates, was whiſpered a- 
bout by tire ladies concerned, in ſuch a manner, 
that the whole affair was, in a few days, the uni- 
verſal topic of diſcourſe, in which it was retail- 
ed with numberleſs embelliſhments, invented by 
the parties themſelves, who had long indulged a 
pique at each other, and took this opportunity of 
enjoying their revenge. 

Theſe incidents, while they regaled the ſpleen, 
at the ſame time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was deſcribed on both ſides as a 
very extraordinary perſon in his way; and the 
alteration in his door was no ſooner performed, 
than he had occaſion to avail himſelf of it, againſt 
the intruſion of a great many, with whom he 
would have found it very difficult to ſupport the 
fame he had acquired, 

Among thole who appeared at his grate, he 
perceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long 
known an humble attendant on the great, and 
with ſome the reputed miniſter of their pleaſures: 
this Levite had diſguiled himlel? in a great coat, 
boots, and dreſs quite foreign to the habit worn 
by thoſe of his function; and being admitted, at- 
tempted to impoſe himſelf as a couhtry ſquire u- 
pon the conjurer, who calling him by his name, 
deſired him to {it down. This reception corre» 
ſponding with the report he had heard, touching 
our magician's art, the doctor ſaid he would lay 
alide all dfſimulation. After having profeſſed an 
implicit belief, that his ſupernatura} knowledge 
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did not proceed from any communication with 
evil ſpirits, but was the immediate gift of heaven, 
he declared the intention of his coming was to 
inquire into the health of a good friend and bro- 
ther of his, who poſſeſſed a certain liviag in the 
country, which he named; and, as he was old 
and infirm, to know what ſpace of time was al- 
lotted to him in this frail ſtate of mortality, that 
he might have the melancholy ſatisfaction of at- 
tending him in his laſt moments, and aſſiſting him 
in his preparations for eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the pur- 
port of this queſtion, after a ſolemn pauſe, during 
which he ſeemed abſorpt in contemplation, deli- 
vered this reſponſe to his confulter : “ Though 
I foreſee ſome occurrences, I do not pretend to 
be omniſcient. I know not to what age that 
clergyman's life will extend, but fo far I can pe- 
netrate into the womb of time, as to diſcern, 
that the incumbent will ſurvive his intended ſuc- 
ceſſor.“ This dreadful ſentence in a moment 
baniihed the blocd from the face of the appalled 
conſulter, who hearing his own doom pronoun- 
ced, began to tremble in every joint ; he lifted 
up his eyes in the agony of fear, and ſaying 
% The will of God be done,” withdrew in ſilent 
deſpondence, his teeth chattering with terror and 
diſmay. 

This client was ſucceeded by an old man about 
the age of ſeventy-five, who being reſolved to 
purchale a leaſe, deſired to be determined in the 
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term of years by the necromancer's advice, ob- 
ſerving, that as he had no children of his own 
body, and had no regard for his heirs at law, 
the purchaſe would be made with a view to his 
own convenience only; and therefore, conſider- 
ing his age, be himſelf hefitated in the period of 
the leaſe, between thirty and threeſcore years. 
Tube conjurer, upon due deliberation, adviſed 
him to double the laſt fpecified term, becauſe he 
diſtinguiſhed in his features ſomething portend- 
ing extreme old age and ſecond childhood, and 
he ought to be provided for that ſtate of incapa» 
city, which otherwiſe would be attended with 


infinite miſery and affliction. The ſuperannuated 
wretch, thunderſtruck with this prediction, held 
up his hands, and in the firſt tranſports of his ap- 


prehenſion, exclaimed, ** Lord have mercy upon 
me! I nave not wherewithal to purchaſe ſuch a 
long leaſe, and I have long outlived all my 
friends; what then mult become of me, ſinner 
that I am, one hundred and twenty years hence!“ 
Cadwallader (who enjoyed his terror) under pre- 
tence of alleviating his concern, told him that 
what he had prognoſticated did not deprive him 


of the means which he and every perſon had in 


their power, to curtail a life of misfortune ; and 
the old genileman went away, ſeemingly. com- 
forted with the aſſurance, that it would always 
be in his power to employ an halter for his own 
deliverance, 


Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magi- 
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cian was viſited by one of thoſe worthies known 
among the Romans by the appellation of Here- 
dipetes, who had amaſſed a large fortune by a 
cloſe attention to the immediate wants and weak- 
nels of raw unexperienced heirs. This honour- 
able uſurer bad fold an annuity upon the life of 
a young ſpendthrift, beiug thereto induced by the 
affirmation of his phyſician, who had aſſured him 
Ins patient's conſtitution was ſo rotten, that he 
could not live one year to an end; he had, ne- 
vertheleſs, made ſhift to weather eighteen months, 
and now ſeemed more vigorous and healthy than 
he had ever been known; for he was ſuppoſed 
to have nouriſhed an hereditary pox from his 
cradle. Alarmed at this alteration, the ſeller 
came to conſult Cadwallader not only about the 
life of the annuitant, .but alſo concerning the 
ſtate of his health at the time of his purchaſing 
the annuity, purpoſing to ſue the phyſician 
for falſe intelligence, thould the conjurer declare 
that the young man was ſound; when the doctor 
pronounced him diſeaſed, But this was a piece 
of ſatisfaction he did not obtain from the Miſ.n- 
thrope, who, in order to puniſh his ſordid dil- 
polition, gave him to underſtand, that the phyſi- 
cian had told him the rruth, and nothing but the 
truth; and that the young gentleman was in a 
fair way of attaining a comfortable old age.” 
„That is to ſay, (cried the client, in the impa- 
tience of his mortification at this anſwer) bating 
accidents ; for, thank. God, the annuitant-does 
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not lead the moſt regular life: beſtdes, Jam cre- 
dibly informed he is choleric and rafh; ſo that 
he may be concerned in a duel: then there are 
ſuch things as riots in the ſtreet, in which a 
rake's ſcull may be caſually cracked ; he may be 


overturned in a coach, overſet in the river, 
thrown from a vicious horſe, overtaken with a 


cold, endangered by a ſurfeit ; but what I place 
my chief confidence im, is an hearty pox, a diſ- 
temper which hath been fatal to his whole fa- 
mily, Not but that the iſſue of all theſe things 
is uncertain; and expedients might be found, 
which would more effectually anſwer the pur- 
poſe. I know they have arts in India, by which 
a man can (ſecure his own intereſt, in the ſaluta- 
tion of a friendly ſhake by the hand; and I don't 
doubt, that you who have lived in that country, 
are maſter of the ſecret. To be ſure, if you was 
inclined to communicate ſuch a noſtrum, there 
are abundance of people who would purchaſe it 
at a very high price. 

Cadwallader underſtood this inſinuation, and 
was tempted to amuſe him in ſuch a manner as 
would tend to his diſgrace and confuſion ; but, 
conſidering that the caſe was of too criminal a 
nature to be tampered with, he withſtood his de- 
ſire of puniſhing this rapacious cormorant any 
other way than by telling him, he wouid not 
impart the ſecret for his whole fortune ten times 
doubled; ſo that the uſurer retired very much 
diſſatisfied with the iſſue of his conſultation, 

Vor, III. Cc | 


— — 
- — 


a — — 


302 THE ADVENTURES OF 


The next perſon who preſented himſelf at 
this altar of intelligence, was an author who re- 
commended himſelf to a gratis advice, by obſerv- 
ing that a prophet and poet were known by the 
{ame appellation among the ancients; and that, 
at this day, both the one and the other ſpoke by 
inſpiration. The conjurer refuſed to own this 
affinity, which, he ſaid, formerly ſubſiſted, be- 
cauſe both ſpecies of the Vates were the children 

of fiction; but as he himſelf did not fall under 
that predicament, he begged leave to diſown all 
connexion with the family of the poets; and. 
the poor author would have been diſmiſſed with- 
out his errand, though he offered to leave an 
ode as ſecurity for the magician's fee, to be paid 
from the profits of his firſt third night, had not 
Cadwallader's eurioſity prompted him to know 
the ſubject of this gentleman's inquiry. He 

© therefore told him, that in conſideration of his 
genius, he would'for once ſatisfy bim, without 
a fee: and deſired him to ſpecify the doubts in 
which he wiſhed to be reſolved. 

The ſon of Parnaſſus, glad of this condeſcen- 
ſion, for which he thanked the necromancer, gave 
him to underſtand, that he had ſome time before 
preſented a play in manuſcript to a certain great 

1 man, at the head of taſte, who had not only read 
and approved the performance, but alſo under- 
taken to introduce and ſupport it on the ſtage ; 
that he (the author) was aſſured by this patron, 
that the play was already (in conſequence of his 
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recommendation) accepted by one of the mana» - 


gers, who had faithfully promifed to bring it to 
tight; but that when he waited on this ſame ma- 
nager, to know when he intended to put his pro- 
duction in rehearſal, the man declared he had ne- 
ver ſeen or heard of the piece; Now Mr 
Conjurer (faid he) I want to know whether or 
nat my play has been preſented, and if 1 bave 
any ſort of chance of feeing it acted this winter. 

Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days, 
ſported among the theatrical muſes, began to loſe 
his temper at this queſtion, which recalled the 
remembrance of his own diſappointments ; and 
diſpatched the author wich an abrupt anſwer, im- 
porting, that the affairs of the ſtage were alto- 
gether without the ſphere of his divination, be- 
ing entirely regulated by the dæmons of diu 
ktion, ignorance and Caprice. 

It would be an endleſs taſk to recount every 
individual reſponſe, which our magician deli- 


vered in the courſe of his conjuration. He was 


coofulted in all caſes of law, phyſic, and trade, 
over and above the ordinary ſubjects of marriage 
and fornication : his advice and aſſiſtance were 
ſolicitec by ſharpers who deſired to poſſeſs an 
infallible method of cheating unperceived; by 
fortune-hunters who wanted to make prize of 
widows and heireſſes; by debauchees who were 
diſpoſed to lie with other men's wives: by cox- 


combs who longed for the death of their fathers; _ 


dy wenches with child, who wiſhed themſelves 
Cc 2 
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rid of their burdens; by merchants who had in- 


{ured above value, and thirſted after the news of 


a wreck; by under -writers who prayed for the 
gift of preſcience, that they might veature money 
upon ſuch ſhips only, as ſhould perform the voy- 
age in fafety; by Jews who wanted to foreſee 
the fluctuations of ſtock; by uſurers who advance 
money upon undecided cauſes ; by clients who 
were dubious of the honeſty of their counſel: in 
ſhort, all matters of uncertain iſſue were appeal- 
| ed to this tribunal; and, in point of calculation, 
De Maivre was utterly neglected. 


c H A P. LXXXIV. 


The conjurer and his aſſociate execute a plan of 
vengeance againſt certain infidels who pretend 
to deſpiſe their art ; and Peregrive atchieves 

an adventure with à young nobleman. ' 


Y theſe means, the whole variety of charac- 
ters undiſguiſed, paſſed as it were in review 
before the confederates, who by divers ingeni- 
ous contrivances, puniſned the molt flagrant of- 
fenders with as much feverity as the nature of 
their plan would allow. At length, they pro- 
jected a ſcheme for chaſtiſing a number of their 
own acquaintance, who had all along profeſſed 
| the utmolt contempt for the talents of this con- 
jurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all 
companies, where his ſurpriſing art was the ſub- 
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ject of diſcourſe ; not that they had fenſe and diſ- 
cernment 'enough to perceive the abſurdity of 
his pretenſions, but affected a ſingularity of opi- 
nion, with a view of inſulting the inferior un- 
derſtandings of thoſe who were deceived by ſuch 
an idle impoſtor. 

Peregrine indeed, for obvious reaſons, had al- 
ways eſpouſed their judgment in this caſe, and 
joined them. in reviling the public character of 
his friend; but he knew how far the capaeities 
of thoſe virtuoſt extended, and had. frequently 
caught them in the fact of recounting their ex- 
ploits againſt the conjurer, which were the pro- 
ductions of their own invention only. On theſe 
conſiderations, his wrath was kindled againſt them, 


and he accordingly concerted meaſures with his 


coadjutor, for overwhelming them with. conf aſton. 
and diſmay. 


In the firſt place, a report, was ſpread by his 


emiſſaries, that the magician had. undertaken t 


entertain their view with the appearance of any 
perſon whom his cuſtomers ſhould deſire to ſee, 
whether dead, or at the diſtance of a thouſand: 
leagues. This extraordinary propoſal. chancing 
to be the ſubject of converſation, in a place where 
moſt of thoſe infidels were aſſembled, they talked 
of it im the uſual ſtyle, and ſome of them ſwore, 
the fellow ought to be pillory d for his preſump- 
tion. 


Our hero feixing this favourable: opportunity, 


acquieſced in their remarks, and obſerved with 
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great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious. 
action to put the raſcal to the proof, and then 
toſs him in a blanket for non-performance, They 
were wonderfully pleaſed with this ſuggeſtion, 
and forthwith determined to try the experiment; 
though, as they underſtood the apparition would 
be produced to one only at a time, they could 
not immediately agree in the choice of the per- 
ion who ſhould ſtand the firſt brunt of the magi- 
'Eian's ſkill, While each of them ſeverally ex- 
cuſed himſelf from this preference on various 
-pretences, Peregrine readily undertook the poſt, 
expreſſing great confidence of the conjurer's in- 
capacity to give him the leaſt cauſe of apprehen- 
fon. 

This point being fettled, they detached one of 
their number to Crabtree, in order to beſpeak 
and adjuſt the hour and terms of the operation, 
which he infilted upon performing at his own a- 
partment, where every thing was prepared for 
the occaſion. At the appointed time, they went 
thither m a body, to the number of feven; in 
full expectation of detecting the impoſter ; and 
were received with fuch gloomy formality, as 
ſeemed. to have an efte& upon the countenances 
of ſome among them; though they were en- 
couraged by the vivacity of Pickle, who affected 
a double ſhare of petulence, for the more effec - 
tual accompliſhment of his purpoſe. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interroga- 
tions they uttered, in the levity of their info» 
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lence, at the firſt entrance, but ordered Hadgi 
to conduct them through the next room, that 
they might ſee there was no previous apparatus. 
to affright their deputy with objects foreign to- 


his undertaking. Fhey found nothing but a 


couple. of wax-tapers burning on a table that 
ſtood with a chair by ir, in the middle of the a- 
partment, and returned to the audience-chamber, 
leaving Peregrine by himſelf, to encounter the 
phantom of that perſon, whom they ſhould (with- 
out his knowledge) deſire the magician to con- 
jure up to his view. 

All the doors being mut, and the company 
ſeated, a profound ſilence enſued, together with 
a face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by the 
blue flame of the candles, which were tipt with 
falphur for that purpoſe, and heightened by the 


diſmal ſound of a large bell, which Hadgi tolied 


iu the anti-chamber. Cadwallader, having thus 
practiſed upon their ignorance and fear, deſired 
them to name the perſon to be produced, Af- 
ter ſome whiſpers among themſelves, one of 
them took the pen, and writing the name- of 


Commodore Frunnion upon a flip of paper, put 
it into the hands of the magician, who role from 


his ſear, and opening the door of his cloſet, diſ- 
played to their view a ſkull, with thigh-bones 
croſſed upon a table covered with black cloth. 

This melancholy ſpectacle made a remarkable 


impreſſion upon the imaginations of the company, 


already prepoſleſled by the previous ceremony; 
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and they began to ſurvey one another with looks 
of conſternation, while Cadwallader ſhutting him- 
ſelf in the cloſet, that was contiguous to the 
chamber in which his friend Peregrine was ſta- 
tioned, thruſt the label with his uncle's name, 
through a ſmall chink in the partition, according 
to agreemer:, muttering all the time a ſort of 
gibberiſh, that increafed the pannic of his audi- 
ence i then returning to his chair, the knell was 
knolled again, and Pickle called aloud. Damn 
your mummery, why don't you diſpatch.” 

This was a ſignal to Crabtree, . who. thus cer- 
tificd of his having received the paper, ſtood up 
and waved his wand in the figure of an 8. The 
motion being thrice performed, their ears were 
all of a ſudden invaded by a terrible noiſe in the 
next room, accompanied with the voice of Pere- 
grine, who exclaimed in a tone of horror and a- 
mazement, Guard me, heaven! my uncle Trun- 
nion!“ This ejaculation: had ſuch an effect up- 
on che hearers, that two of them ſwooned with 
fear, a third fell upon his knees and prayed a- 
loud, while the other three, in a tranſport of 
diſmay and diſtraction, burſt open the door, and 
ruſhed into the haunted chamber, where they 
found the table and chair overturned, and Pere- 
grine extended (in all appearance) without ſenſe 
or motion, upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the firſt ſymptom of his recovery, whiek 


they perceived, was an hollow groan z aſten 
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which he pronounced theſe words: Merciful 


powers! if I hve, I faw the commodore with his 


black patch, in the very cloaths he wore at my 
ſiſter's wedding.“ This declaration compleated 
their aſtoniſhment and terror ; they obſerved a 
wildnefs in his looks, which he feemed to bend on 
ſomething concealed from their view; and were 
infected by his appearance to ſuch a pitch of ſu- 
perſtition, that it would have been an eaſy mat- 
ter to perſuade them, that the chair and table 
were apparitions of their foreheads. 

However, they conducted Peregrine into the 


council-chamber ; where the conjurer and Hadgi 


were employed in miniſtering to thoſe who had 
fainted. The patients having retrieved the uſe 
of their faculties, Cadwallader aſſuming a double 


portion of ſeverity in his aſpect, aſked if they 


were not aſhamed of their former incredulity 
declaring, that he was ready to give them more 
convincing, proofs of his art upon the ſpot, and 
would immediately recal three generations of 
their progenitors from the dead, if they were 
diſpoſed to reliſh ſuch company, Then turning 


to one of them whoſe great grandfather had been 


hanged, Are you (ſaid he) ambitious of ſeeing 
the: firſt remarkable perſonage of your family ? 
Say the word, and he ſhall appear.“ 


This youth, who had been the moſt inſolent 


and obltreperous of the whole ſociety, and was 
now depreſſed with the ſame proportion of fear, 
alarmed at the propoſal, aſſured the magician, he 
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had no curioſity of that ſort remaining; and that 
what he had already ſeen, would (he hoped) 
bave a good effect upon his future life and con- 
verſation. Every one of theſe heroes made an 
acknowledgment and profeſſion of the ſame kind, 
lome of which were attended with tears; and 
Hadgi having provided chairs for the whole com- 
pany, they departed exceedingly creſt-fallen. Two 
of the number actually ſickened with the agita- 
tion they had under gone, while our hero and his 
aſſociate made themſelves merry with the ſucceſs 
of their enterprize. 

Bat this ſcheme of fortune-telling did not en- 
groſs his whole attention ; he ſtill contirmed to 
maintain his appearance in the beau- monde; and 
as his expence far exceeded his income, ſtrove to 
contract intimacies with peaple of intereſt and 
power z he ſhewed himſelf. regularly at court, 
paid his refpects to chem in all places of public 
diverhon, and frequent ly entered into their par- 
ties, either of pleaſure or cards. In the cour ſe 
ef this cultivation, he happened one evening, at 
2 certain chocolate -· houſe, to overlook a match at 
piquer, in which he perceived a couple of ſharpers 
making prey of a young nobleman, who had nei- 
ther temper nor Kkil} ſufficient to cope with ſuck 
antagoniſts. 

Our hero being a profeſſed enemy to all 
knights of induſtry, could not bear to fee them 
cheat in public with ſuch inſolent audacity. Un- 
der pretence of communicating ſome bufineſs of 
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importance, he begged the favour of ſpeaking to 
the young gentleman in another corner of the 
room, and in a friendly manner cautioned him 
againſt the arts of his opponents. This hot- 
headed repreſentative, far from thinking or own- 
ing kimſeif obliged to Pickle for his good coun- 
ſel, looked upon the advice as an inſult upon his 
underſtanding ; and replied with an air of fero- 
cious diſpleaſure, that he knew how to take care 
of his own concerns, and would not ſuffer either 
him or them to bubble him out of one ſhilling. 
Peregrine, offended at the aſſociation, as well 
as at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited 
coxcomb, expreſſed bis reſentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at leaſt an acknowledgment for 
his candid intention; but he found his intellects 
too much warped by his vanity, to perceive his 
own want of capacity and experience. Inflamed 
by this reproof, the yaung nobleman challenged 
him to play for kve hundred pounds, with many 
opprobrious, or at leaſt contemptueus terms of 
defiance, which provoked our hero to accept the 
propoſal. After the other had diſengaged him- 
ſelf from the old rooks, who were extremely mor- 
tified at the interruption, the two young cham- 
pions ſat dawn, and fortune acting with uncom- 
mon impartiality, Pickle, by the ſuperiority of 
his talents, in two hours won to the amount of 
as many thouſand pounds, for which he was obli- 
ged to take his antagoniſt's note, the ſharpers 
having previoully ſecured his ready money. 
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Frantic with his loſs, the raſh young man would 
have continued the game, and doubled ſtakes 
every time; ſo that Peregrine might have in- 
creaſed his acquiſition to ten times the ſum he 
had gained; but he thought he had already ſuf- 
ficiently chaſtiſed the preſumption of the ehal- 
lenger, and was unwilling to empower fortune 
to raviſh from him the fruits of his ſucceſs ; he 
therefore declined my lord's propoſal ; unleſs he 
would play for ready money; and his lordſhip 
baving in vain tried his credit among the com- 
pany, our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in 
an extaſy of rage and diſappointment. 

As the infolence of his behaviour had increaſed 
with his 1l]-luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expreſſions, which Peregrine took amiſs, our 
young gentleman reſolved to augment his puniſh- 
ment, by teizing him with demands which could 
not, he knew, be immediately ſatisfied ; and next 
day ſent Pipes to his father's houſe with the note, 
which was drawn payable upon demand. The 
debtor, who had gene to bed half diſtracted with 
his misfortune, finding himſelf waked with ſuch 
a diſagreeable dunn, loſt all patience, curſed 
Pickle, threatened his meſſenger, blaſphemed with 
horrible execrations, and made ſuch a noiſe as 
reached the ears of his father, who ordering his 
ſon to be called into his preſence, examined him 
about the cauſe of that uproar, which bad dif- 
turbed the whole family. The young gentle- 
man, after baving eſſayed to amuſe him with 
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ſundry equivocations, which ſerved only to in- 
creaſe his ſuſpicion, and deſire of knowing the 


truth, acknowledged that he had loſt ſome money 


een at cards, to a gameſter who had been 
ſo impertinent as to ſend a meſſage, demanding 
it that morning, though he had told the fellow, 
that it would not ſuit him to pay it immediately. 
The father, who was a man of honour, reproach- 
ed him with great ſeverity for his profligate be- 
haviour in general, and this*ſcandalous debt in 
particular, which he believed to be ſome trifle ; 
then giving him a bank-note for five hundred 
pounds, commanded him to go and diſcharge it 
without loſs of time. This well-principled heir 
took the money, but inſtead of waiting upon bis 
creditor, he forthwith repaired to the gaming- 
houſe in hopes of retrieving his leſs; and before 
he role from the table, ſaw his note mortgaged 
for ſeven-cights of its value. 

Mean while, Pickle, incenſed at the treatment 
which bis ſervant had received, and informed of 
his lordilip's ſecond loſs, which aggravated. his 
reſentment, determined, to preſerve no medium; 
and taking out a writ the ſame day, put it imme- 
diately in execution upon the body of his debtor, 
juſt as he ſtept into his chair at the door of 
White's chocolate-houſe, The priſoner being 
naturally fierce and haughty, attempted to draw 
upon the bailiffs, who di ſarmed him in a twink- 
ling ; and this effort ſerved only to heighten his 
diſgrace, which was witneſſed by a thouſand . 
Vor. III. | D d 
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ple, moſt of whom laughed very heartily, at the 
adventure of a lord's being arreſted. 

"Such a public tranſaction could not long e- 
ſcape the knowledge of his father, who (rhat very 
day) had the ſatisfaction to hear that his ſon was 
in a ſpunging · houſe. In confequence of this in- 
formation, he ſent bis ſteward to learn the par- 
ticulars of the arreſt, and was equally offended, 
ſurpriſed, and concerted, when be under Noc 
the nature of the debt, which he imagined his 
fon had already diſcharged. Unwilling.to pay 
ſuch a conſiderable ſum for a ſpendthrift, whom 
he had but too much indulged, and who in lefs 
than one week might involve himſelf in ſuch ano- 
ther difficulty, the old gentleman rote a letter 
to Peregrine, repretenting what a hardſhip ir 
would be upon him to forfeit uch ſums by the. 
indiſcretion of a ſon, whoſe engagements he was 
nat bound to fulfil, and deſiring ſome mitigation 
in his demand, as it was not a debt contracted for 
value received, but incurred without ſubjecting 
him to the leaſt damage or inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no ſooner received this letter, 
than he went in perſon to wait upon the author, 
to whom he, in a candid. manner, related the 
particular circumſtances of the match, together 
with the ingratitude and audacity of his ſon, 
which he owned had ftimulaced him to ſuch mea - 
| ſures as he otherwiſe would have fcorned to 
take. The nobleman acknowledged, that the 


revenge was hardly adequate to wu provocation, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 315 


and condemned the conduct of his ſon with ſuch 
juſtice and integrity, as diſarmed Peregrine of 
his reſentarent, and diſpoſed him to give an un- 
doubted proof of his o] diſintereſtedneſs, which 
he immediately exhibited, by producing the note, 
and tearing-it to pieces, after having aſſured his 
lordſhip, that the writ ſhould be withdrawn, and 
the priſoner diſcharged before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well underſtood the 
value of money, and was no ſtranger to the cha- 
racters of mankind, ſtood amazed at this ſacrifice, - 
which Pickle proteſted was offered by his eſteem 
for his lordſhip: and after having complimented 
him upon his generoſity, in a very uncommon 
ſtrain of encomium, begg'd the favour of his ac- 
quaintance, and inſiſted upon his dining with him 
next day. The youth, proud of having met with 
ſuch an opportunity to diſtinguiſh himſelf, in leſs 
than an hour performed every article of bis pro- 
miſe; and. in the morning was vilited by the 
debtor, who carne, by the expreſs order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under 
which he was laid, and to ak pardon ſor the o- 
fence he had given. 

This conde/cenfion was very glorious for our 
hero, who graciouſly received his ſubmiſſion, and 
accompanied him to dinner, where he was careſ- 
ſed by the old earl, with marks of particular af- 
fection and eſtee:n. Nor was his gratitude con- 
fined to exterior civility ; he offered him the uſe 
of his intereſt at court, which was very power- 
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ful, and repeated his defire of ſerving him fo 
preſſingly, that Peregrine thought he could not 
diſpenſe with the opportunity of aſſiſting his ab- 
fent friend Godfrey, in Whoſe behalf he begg'd 
the influence of his lordſhip. 
The ear}, pleaſed with this requeſt, which was 

another proof of the young gentleman's bene- , 
volence, ſaid, he would nor fail to pay the ut- 
molt regard to his recommendation: and in ſix 
weeks a captain's commiſſion was actually figned 
for the brother of Emilia, who was very agree- 
ably ſurpriſed at the intimation he received from 
the war-office, though he was utterly ignorant 
of the canal through which he obtained chat pro- 
motion. 


EH A F. LXxv. 


Peregrine : iy celebrated as 4 wit and patron, and 
. proceeds to entertain himſc If at the Peres, of 
whom it did concei n. 


N the mean 22 Peregrine flouriſhed in the 

gay ſcenes of life, and (as I have already 

obſerved) had divers opportunities of profiting 
in the way of marriage, had not his ambition 

| been a little too inordinate, and his heart (til 

biaſſed by a paſſion, which all the levity of youth 
could not balance, nor all the pride of vanit 

| overcome, Nor was our hero unmarked in the 

world of letters and taſte; he had ſignalized him- 
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felf in ſeveral poetical productions, by which he 
had acquired a good ſhare of reputation zrnet 
that the pieces were ſuch as ought to have done 
much honour, to his genius; but-any tolerable 
performance from. a perſon of his figure, and 
ſuppoſed fortune, will always be conlidered by 
the bulk of readers, as an inſtance of aſtoniſhing 
capacity ʒ though the very ſame production, ulher- 
ed into the world with the name of an author in 
leſs affluent circumſtances, would be juſtly dilre- 
garded and deſpiſed: fo much is the opinion of 
moſt people influenced. and over-awed, by ridicu- 
lous conſiderations. 

Be this as it will, our young z gentleman was 
no ſooner diſtinguiſhed as an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron, by all the ſtarving re- 
tainers to poetry; he was ſolemnized in odes, 
celebrated in epigrams,. and fed with the milk of 
ſoft dedication. His vanity even reliſhed this in- 
cenſe 5 and though his reaſon could not help de- 
| ſpiſing thoſe that offered it, not one of them was 
ſent away, unowned by. his munificence. He be- 
gan to think himſelf, in good earneſt, that ſupe- 
rior genius which their flattery had deſcribed; he 
cultivated: acquaintance with the wits of faſhiop, 
and even compoſed in- ſecret a number of beak 
mats, which he uttered in company as the im» 
promptu's of his imagination. In this practice 
indeed he imitated ſome of the moſt renowned: 
gemuſes of the age, who (if the truth were known) 
have laboured i in fecret, with the (ſweat of their 

dz 
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brows, for many a repartee which they have 
vended as the immediate production of fancy 
and expreſſion. He was ſo ſucceſsful in this ex. 
erciſe of his talents, that his fame actually came 
in competition wich that great man who had long 
fat at the helm of wit: and in a dialogue that 
once happened between them, on the ſubject of 
a cork- crew, wherein the altercation Was diſ- 
charged (according to Bay es) flap for flap, dath 
for dath, our hero was judged to have the better 
of his lordſhip, by ſome of the minor ſatellites, 
that commonly ſur round and reflect the _ of 
ſuch mighty luminaries. 

In à word, he dipped: bimſelf fo fav 4 in theſe 
literary amuſements, that he took the manage» 
ment of the pit into his direction, putting-him- 
ſelf at the head of thoſe critics who call them- 
felves the town; and in that capacity chaſtiſed 
ſeveral players, who had been rendered inſolent 
and refractory by unmerited ſucceſs. As ſor the 
new productions of the ſtage, though generally 
unſpirited and inſipid, they always enjoyed the 
benefit of his influence and protection; becauſe 
he never diſliked the performance fo much as he 
ſympathized with the poor author, who ſtood be- 
hind the ſcenes in the moſt dreadful ſuſpence; 
trembling, as it. were, on the very: brink of dam». 
nation: yet, though he extended his generoſity 
and compaſſion to the humble and needy," he 
never let ſlip one opportunity of mortifying Wik 
uin and arrogance, Had the executive powen . 
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of the legiſlature been veſted i in him, he would 
have doubtleſs devifed ſtrange ſpecies of puniſh- 
ment for all offenders againſt humanity and de- 
corum; but, reſtricted as he was, he employed 
his invention in ſubjecting them. to the ridicule 
and contempt of their fellow ſubjects. | 
It was with this view he ſet on foot the ſcheme 
of conjuration, which was {tilt happily carried 
on, and made uſe of the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader; though he ſometimes converted 
this advantage to the purpoſes of gallantry, be- 
ing (as the reader may have perceived) of a very 
amorous complexion. He not only acted the re- 
former, or rather the caſtigator, in the faſhion- 
able world, but alſo exerciſed his talents among 
the inferior claſs of people, who chanced ro in- | 
cur his difpleaſure. x 

One miſchievous plan that extend our bak 8 
imagination, was fuggeſled by two advertiſe- 
ments publiſhed in the ſame paper, by perſons 
who wanted to borrow certain ſums of money, 
for which they promiſed to give undeniable ſe- 
curity. Peregrine, from the ſtyle and manner 
of both, concluded they were written by attor- 
nies, a ſpecies of people for whom he entertain- 
ed his uncle's averſion. In order to amuſe him- 
ſelf; and ſome of his. friends, with their diſap- 
pointment, he wrote a. letter ſigned. A. B. to 
each advertiſer, according to the addreſs ſpecified 
in the news- paper, importing, that if he would: 
come with his writing, to a certain. coffee. houſe: 
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near the temple, brecifely at fix o*clock in the 
evening, he would find a perſon ſitting in the 
right-hand box next to the window, -who. would 
be glad to treat with him about the ſubje& of 
his advertiſement, and, ſhould his - ſecurity be 
liked, would accommodate him with the ſum 
which he wanted to raiſe. Before the hour of 
this double appointment, Pickle with his friend 
Cadwallader, and a few more gentlemen, to 
whom he had thought proper to communicate the 
plan, went to the coffee-houſe, and ſeated them- 
ſelves near n * ant was n for their 
meeting. : 
The 9505 of Spit money had aden and 
dent effect upon their punQuality, that one of 
them arrived a conſiderable time before the hour; 
and having reconnoitred the room, took his ſta- 
tion according to the direction he had received, 
fixing his eye upon a clock that ſtood betore him, 
and aſking of the barkeeper if it was not too 
flow. He had not remained in this poſture many 
minutes, when he was joined by a ſtrange figure, 
that waddled into the room, with a bundle of 
papers in his boſom, and the ſweat running over 
dis noſe. Seeing a man in the box to which he 
had been directed, he took it for granted be was 
the lender; and as ſoon as he could recover his 


breath, which was almoſt exhauſted by the diſ-. 


patch he bad made, Sir, (ſaid he) I preſume 
you are the gentleman I was to meet about that 
loan,” - Here he was interrupted by the other, 
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who eagerly replied, „ A. B. Sir, I ſuppoſe.” 
The fame, (cried the laſt comer) I was afraid 
I ſhould be too late; for I'was detained beyond 
my expectation, by a nobleman in the other end 
of the town that wants to mortgage a ſmall trifle 
of his eſtate, Hout a thouſand a year; and my 
watch happens to be in the hands of the maker, 
having met with an accident a few nights ago, 
which ſet it afleep. But how ſomever, there's 
no time toſt, and I hope this affair will be tranf- 
acted to the ſatisſaction of us both. For my own 
part, I love to do good offices myſelf, and there- 
fore I expect nothing but what'is fair and honeſt 
of other people.“ 

His new friend was exceedivgly comforted by 
this declaration, which he conſidered as a happy 
omen of his ſucceſs; and the hope of fingering 
the caſh operated viſibly in his countenance, 
while he expreſſed his ſatisfaction at meeting 
with a perſon of ſuch candour and humanity. 
„The pleaſure (faid he) of dealing with an eaſy 
conſcientious man, is, in my opinion, ſuperior to 
that of touching all the money upon earth; for 
what joy can be compared with what a generous 
mind teels, in befriending its fellow-creatures? I 
was never ſo happy in my life, as at one time, 
in lending five hundred pounds te a worthy gen- 
tleman in diflreſs, without inſiſtiug upon rigid 
ſccurity. Sir, one may eafily diftinguiſh an up- 
right man by his .counterance.: for example now, 
I think I could take your word for ten thouland 
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pounds? The other with great joy proteſſed, 
that he was right in bis conjecture, and returned 
the compliment a thouſand fold: by which means 
the expectation of both was wound up to a very 
intereſting pitch; and both, at the ſame inſtant, 
began to produce their papers, ia the intying of 
which, their hands ſhook with tranſports of 
eagerneſs and impatience; while their eyes were 
ſo. intent upon their work, that they did not per- 
ceive the occupation of each other. 

At length, one of them, having got the ſtart 
of the other, and unrolled ſeveral ſkins of muſty 
parchment, directed his view'to the employment 
of his friend; and ſeeing him fumbling at his 
bundle, aſked if that was a blank bond and con- 
veyance which he had brought along with him. 
The other, without lifting up his eyes, or de- 
ſiſting from his endeavours to looſe the knot, 
which by this time he had applied to his teeth, 
anſwered this queſtion. in the negative, obſer- 
Log, that the papers in his hand were the ſecu- 

rity which he propoſed to give for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer 
ico a ſtare of infinite ſtolidity, accompanied with 
the word, Anan! which he pronounced in a tone 
of fear and aſtoniſlunent. The other, alarmed 
at this note, caſt his eyes towards tne ſuppoſed 
lender, and was in a moment infected by his aſ- 
pect. All the exultation of hope that ſparkled 
in their eyes, was now ſucceeded by diſappoint- 
ment and diſmay : and while they gazed ruefully 
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at each other, their features were gradually elon- 
gated, like the tranſient eur let * a maadle row 
periwig. 

This emphatic filence Was, Wen broke by 
the laſt co ner, who, in a faultering accent, de- 
fired tie other to recollect the contents of his 
letter. “ Of your letter!“ cried the firſt, put - 
ting into his hand- the advertiſement he had re- 
ceived from Pickle; which he had no ſooner per- 
uſed, than he produced his own for the ſatisfac - 
tion of the other party: ſo that another gloomy 
pauſe enſued, at the end of which, each uttered 
a profound ſigh, or rather groan, and riſing up, 
ſneak'd off without farther communication; he 
who ſeemed to be the molt afflied of the two, 
taking his departure with an exclamation of 
„% Humbugged, egad! 5 

Such were the awuſements.of our —— the? : 
they did not engroſs his whole time, ſome part 
of which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and re- 
vels, among a ſet of young noblemen, who had 
denounced war againſt temperance, oeconomy, 
and common ſenſe, and were indeed the devoted 
ſons of tumult, waſte, and prodigality. Not that 
Peregrine reliſhed thoſe ſcenes, which were a 
ſucceſſion of abſurd (extravagance, devoid of all 
true ſpirit, taſte, or enjoyment ; but his vanity 
prompted him to mingle. with thoſe who were in- 
titled the choice ſpirits of the age; and his diſpo- 
ſition was ſo pliable, as to adapt itſelf eaſily to 
the meaſures, of his company, where he had not 
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| influence enough to act in the capacity of direc · 
tor. Their rendezvous was at a certain tavern, 
which might be properly ſtyled the temple of ex- 
ceſs, where they left the choice of their fare to 
the diſcretion of the landlord, that they might 
ſave themſelves the paingof exerciſing thr own 
reaſon; and in order to avoid the trouble of ad- 
juſting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare how 
much every individual mult pay, without ſpeci- 
fying the articles of the charge. This propor- 
tion generally amounted to two guineas per head 
for each dinner and ſupper, and frequently ex- 
ceeded-that ſum; of which the landlord durſt not 
abate without running the riſk of BY his vals | 
flit for his moderation. 
But this was a puny expence, eee with 
that which they often incurred, by the damage done 
to the furniture and ſervants, in the madneſs of 
their intexication, as well as the loſs they ſuſtain- 
ed at hazard, an amuſement to which all, of them 
Had recourſe, in the progreſs of their debauches. 
This elegant diverſion was introduced, encoura- 
ged, and promoted by a crew. of rapacious ſharp- 
ers, who had made themſelves neceſſary compa- 
nions to this hopeful generation, by the talents 
of pimping and buffoonry. Tho? they were uni- 
verſally known, even by thoſe they preyed upon, 
to have no other means of earning their livelihood, 
than the moſt infamous and fraudulent practices, 
they were careſſed and courted by theſe infatuated _ 
' dupes, when a man of honour who would not 
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join in their exceſſes, would have been treated 
with the utmoſt indignity and contempt. 

Tho? Peregrine, in his heart, deteſted thoſe a- 
bandoned courſes, and was a profeſſed enemy to 
the whole ſociety of gameſters, whom he conſider- 
ed and always treafed as the foes af human kind, 
he was inſenſibly accuſtomed to licentious riot, 
and even led imperceptibly into play by thoſe 
cormorants, who are no leſs dangerous in the 
art of cheating, than by their conſummate {kill 
in working upon the paſſions of unwary youth, 
They are, for the moſt part, naturally cool, phleg- 
matic and crafty, and by a long habit of diſſimu- 
lation, have gained an abſolute dominion over the 
haſty paſſions of the heart ; ſo that they engage 
with manifeſt advantage over the impatience and 
impetuoſity of a warm undeſigning temper, like 
that of our young gentleman, who, when he was 
heated with wine, mifled by example, invited on 
on one hand, and defied on the other, forgot all 
his maxims of caution and ſobriety, and plunging 
into the reigning folly of the place, had frequent 
occaſions to moralize in the morning upon the 
loſs of the preceding night. 

Theſe penitential reflections were attended 
with many laudable reſolutions of profiting by 
the experience which he had ſo dearly purchaſed; 
but he was one of thoſe philoſophers, who al- 
ways put off, till another day, the commence» 
ment of their reformation, 


The End of the Taixo VoLuue, 


\ 


* 


2 — 


War 


— 3 — * - 
. 
= 


INE o r 
| | , | * 10 | | 


\ 


* 


